AN EXPERIMENTAL VOYAGE

A CONTEMPORARY REVIEW OF THE
STEAMER “LADY AUGUSTA’S’
PASSAGE THROUGH
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
IN 1853.

By Peter J Reilly; 1995



%

%

$ %

3' 45567

8




TRIP ON THE RIVER MURRAY .

FORWARD

History buffs can thank their lucky stars that James Allen jnr., was aboard the
“P S Lady Augusta’ on her historic voyage up the Murray River in 1853. For
he has left us with ajournalistic gemin his written account of that voyage. Itis
a thumping “good—read” and his “journa” of the vessel’s, amost hourly,
progress up the river provides us with an intriguing wealth of heritage data. —
It's true the text contains innumerable errors but if we allow that “ the novelty
and great interest attached to such an undertaking was well calculated to
excite” , then Allen’s errors are pardonable and, in the context of the trip, they
add a captivating human element into the whole affair; — Anyway, the errors
Allen makes are mostly of a technical nature, or pertain to facts that were not
available to Allen in 1853. The journal, however, contains such an abundance
of detail that an alert reader, with a knowledge of the Murray, can identify his
aberrations with relative ease; and, more importantly, get a real feel of what
day—to—day life aboard the “Lady Augusta’, in 1853, was like.
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This engraving is a romanticised “artist’s impression”, more in the nature of a
contemporary ‘cartoon’, and though probably based on information supplied by Allen,
was likely done by an artiste who' d never ventured anywhere near Swan Hill..
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OF AN

EXPERIMENTAL TRIPBY THE “LADY AUGUSTA”

ON THE RIVER MURRAY..

ADELAIDE TO THE GOOLWA.

Saturday, August 20, 1853.—Having accepted an invitation from
Capt. Cadell, to accompany him in his steamer, the “Lady Augusta,” on
her experimental trip up the Murray, | left Adelaide on horseback for the
Goolwa, where the steamer was lying, in the afternoon of this day, full of
pleasurable anticipations of the trip, which the novelty and great interest
attached to such an undertaking was well calculated to excite.

Reached Willunga after two and a-half hoursCride, where | remained
for the night.

Sunday, August 21.—Proceeded early this morning for the Goolwa,
distant from Adelaide about seventy miles, and arrived there in the fore-
noon. Nearly the whole of the party intending to proceed in the steamer
had arrived, including His Excellency the Governor, Mr. Y ounghusband
and family * , Mr. Grainger, Capt. Kinlock, Mr. Palmer, and many other
gentlemen, and, though last yet not least, several ladies.

1 —Contemporary readers may be excused for interpreting this to mean the Governor of SA
was Mr. Younghusband. However, in 1853, it was common knowledge that Sir Henry
Edward Fox Young KCMG was the Governor of SA; hence Allen refers to the Governor
by his title alone. -Mr Younghusband was a pro Murray navigation member of the
Colony’s Legidative Council and also afriend and business confidant of Captain Cadell’s.
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The accommodation on board the “Lady Augusta,” which is lying at
the jetty lately erected here, are al that could be desired, and, in
conjunction with the cordiality and extreme kindness with which Capt.
Cadell has welcomed his guests, leads us to the anticipation of a most
harmonious and agreeable trip.

The “Eureka,” tender, just built to accompany the “Lady Augusta’ as
a cargo boat, is lying on the stocks ready to be launched tomorrow
morning as proposed. She is certainly a splendid little craft, and well
deserving the high encomiums passed upon her.

The “West Wind,” steam ship, which had put into Port Elliot for
repairs, having sustained several injuries in a gale she encountered in
Backstairs Passage, on her way from Melbourne to Adelaide, started
again this morning after effecting the necessary repair to her engines, by
the assistance of the Government blacksmith at Port Elliot.

Monday, August 22.—The departure of the “Lady Augusta,” on her
experimental trip up the Murray, has been postponed till Wednesday, or,
at leadt, till Thursday, in consequence of some alterations being required
in her boilers.

The dinner to be given here to Capt. Cadell previous to his departure
by the settlers in the Goolwa and Port Elliot district has been fixed for
Wednesday, in place of Tuesday, as before announced. All the influential
settlers in the neighbourhood are expected to attend, and provision will
be made for at |east one hundred persons.

The launch of the “Eureka,” the “Lady Augusta®’ cargo tender, isto
take place to-morrow, Tuesday, and several parties of gentlemen from
Adelaide have arrived to witnessiit.

His Excellency the Governor started from the Goolwa for Port Elliot
this morning to inspect the Government works there, but is expected back
in time to witness the launch to-morrow.

Capt. Cadell is indefatigable in his exertions to provide for the
comfort of the visitors he has so kindly invited.

We are al anxious to start, and see what steaming on this hitherto
unnavigated river, through immense Australian wilds, islike? .

—Those on board the “Lady Augusta’ would®e been largely unaware that William Richard
Randell was already well up-river ahead of them; —Randell had set-off, on August 16th
1853, aboard his home-made steamer the “P S Mary Ann”, from the Noa No Landing in
the MANNUM district [97ml]; —By August 22™ "Randell was proceeding through the
“North West Bend” section of the Murray [200 mi] upstream from the Murray Mouth.
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LAUNCH OF THE “EUREKA”.

Tuesday, August 23.—This fine little vessel, built by Messrs. Winshy
Brothers, at the Goolwa, for Capt. Cadell, as a cargo vessel, to
accompany the “Lady Augusta’ on her voyage up the Murray, was
launched this morning, amidst the cheers of a very numerous assemblage
of Goolwa and Port Elliot settlers, and others who had come from
Adelaide to witness the spectacle.

A more propitious day for the launch could not have been desired.
The deck of the “Eureka,” which is 106 feet in length by 21 feet beam,
was fitted up in the most tasteful manner for the accommodation of
visitors, and an awning, hung over the entire length of it, protected those
on board from the rays of the sun. The vessel was adorned with
innumerable flags, floating in the breeze, and which added to the gay
appearance of the assembly on board, of which the ladies formed a
conspicuous part, presented a sight in the highest degree pleasing.
Wreaths of flowers of the honeysuckle-tree decked in great profusion the
upper part of the vessel, which, while it had the advantage of being a
shade to the company, imparted a most delightful fragrance. About three
hundred persons, amongst whom were a large proportion of the fair sex,
as also many gentlemen on horseback from a distance, assembled in
immediate contiguity to the vessel to witness her launch. His Excellency
the Governor arrived on board about two o@lock, when a salute was
fired, and, al being ready for the launch, the supports were taken away,
and the “Eureka’ glided down the ways. The ceremony of christening was
performed by Miss Eliza Y ounghusband, who wore a wreath of pretty
native flowersin her hair, and who altogether presented a most interesting
appearance. Numerous salutes were fired from small pieces of firearms
attached to the vessel, which were returned by the discharge of guns and
other fire-arms on shore.

The “Eureka’ dlipped dightly off her ways on the launch, and settled by
the bows in the sand; but, as she is very nearly afloat, no difficulty will be
experienced in drawing her off by the steamer “Lady Augusta’ tomorrow.

THE “EUREKA.”

The dimensions of the “Eureka” are 96 feet in length on the kedl; extreme length on
deck, 106 feet; 12 feet breadth of beam; 21 feet on the cross-guards; and depth of hold, 8
feet. Her estimated burden is 87 tons; but this, of course, is only conjecture, as she has no
registered measurement. She is calculated to carry in her hold about 100 tons of goods dead
weight, or 250 bales of wool; and on her cross-guards, or flush deck, from stem to stern,
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which is covered in on araised frame-work, about 10 feet from the deck, 250 bales more;
so that, freighted with wool, she will carry upwards of 500 bales. Her draught in full
burden is three feet, at which she displaces 80 tons of water * . Her draught without cargo
is thirteen inches. If fitted up for passengers, she is estimated to carry 200 with comfort.
The bottom planks of the “Eureka,” as also her frames, are of blue gum; her upper planking
of New Zealand pine; and her decks formed of Baltic deals. She was both designed and
built by Messrs. Winsby Brothers; and the beauty of her design does infinite credit to them;
especially when considering the many difficulties with which they had to contend, in the
want of the necessary facilities for such an undertaking. It is believed by al here that the
“Eureka” will be found perfectly adapted for the purpose for which she was built, and that,
though the cost of her build has been very great to Captain Cadell, he will soon reap the
rewards of his large outlay, and be requited for the arduous exertions which have attended
the prosecution of this most enterprising scheme.

THE“LADY AUGUSTA.”

This vessel is alowed on al hands to be a noble little craft. She in named after Lady
Young. Her extreme length on deck is 105 feet; on the keel, 98.5 feet; depth of hold,
5.5 feet; breadth of beam, 12 feet; on the cross-guards, 21 feet. She has two engines of 20
horse-power each, and of the best workmanship. Her total tonnage, including engines,
which weigh 30 tons, is 91 tons. Her beams and planking are of New Zealand pine, and her
timbers are honeysuckle * . She draws 3 feet of water full, and 2 feet 4 inches light. When
first launched, without her hurricane deck, her draught of water was extremely small. Her
accommodations for passengers are admirable. She is able to carry conveniently sixteen
cuddy and sixteen fore-cabin passengers. All her arrangements are admirably planned and,
as a passenger-vessal, nothing is wanting to ensure every comfort and convenience ®

The “Lady Augusta’ is still lying at the jetty of the Goolwa, quite
ready to proceed on her trip, when all the arrangements for her departure
are made, which is expected to be the case on Thursday morning.

Captain Cadell kindly entertained the visitors, who had come from a
distance around the neighbourhood, at dinner on board the “Lady
Augusta,” after the launch of the “Eureka” was over.

To-morrow the “Eureka’ will be laid alongside the “Lady Augusta,”
preparatory to our final start, and the day will be wound up with the
dinner to Captain Cadell.

3 _Mr. Allen is here quoting figures supplied to him by some third party on a topic about
which he himself knows little. —The figures quoted by Allen do not compute and cannot be
relied upon. According to the prestigious “Ships of the Inland Rivers, Parsons-1990": ...
Insurance surveyors classified “EUREKA”, in 1855, as a 62-ton barge.

4 _As with the barge “EUREKA”, Allen’s figures tend to exaggerate the dimensions of the
“LADY AUGUSTA", initialy registered “LADY AGUSTA” due to clerical misspelling.
According to her officia registration papers, her hull measured; length 97.8feet; beam
11feet; depth 5.4feet; and she was powered by a 2 cylinder 40hp steam engine;

> —The conveniences to which Allen refers would certainly have included the very latest in
shipboard sanitation paraphernalia, which, in view of the somewhat genteel nature of some
of the passengers, would' ve been an item of some consequence. Anyone interested in what
1850s technology had to offer in that department should see - APPENDIX 1#.
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DINNER TO CAPTAIN CADELL.

Wednesday, August 24.—This morning the “Eureka’ was moored
alongside the “Lady Augusta’ at the Goolwa Jetty, and preparations were
then made for the dinner to Capt. Cadell, and for our start up the Murray
to-morrow. These latter involved the taking in of fuel, and sundry other
matters not sufficiently important to be particularised.

The dinner took place in the evening, in the large store built by the
Government at the Goolwa for the reception of wool and other produce,
and it afforded abundant accommodation. About sixty of the most
influential settlers in the neighbourhood sat down to dinner. There was
also a goodly number of ladies, and many visitors from Adelaide and
other places at intermediate distances. Mr. Barton, of Port Elliot, was the
caterer on the occasion, and the provision made by him was in the highest
degree creditable.

| attended the dinner, and took the following notes of the
proceedings:-

DINNER TO CAPTAIN CADELL, AT THE GOOLWA.

< Mr. Allen® “notes’ amount to four pages of fine print. For brevity sake, it® sufficient
here to report: —Capt. Cadell was, of course, the Guest of Honour; —The €hair@vas taken
by the Rev. R. W. Newland of Encounter Bay, supported by William Y ounghusband Esqg.
M.L.C.; —Mr. Williams, of Encounter Bay, acted as croupier for the evening. —The
dinner passed off in the most satisfactory manner. Then the speech making, which Mr.
Allen records with aimost “ Hansard-like” detail, and the “toasting” took place. —Those
present “toasted” everything from Queen Victoria & Country, to the bottom planks of the
“Eureka®’ hull, and they were all drunk “with enthusiasm”. Between the toasts, several
songs were sung, some nationalistic, and some of the more boisterous bush ballads variety.
The festivities went on until quite late. >

DEPARTURE FROM THE GOOLWA.

Thursday, August 25.—We started from the Goolwa this evening at
half-past six o€lock. This was the day Captain Cadell had fixed upon for
the commencement of the voyage, and we had anticipated starting at a
much earlier hour, but as numerous arrangements, which require as much
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attention for the prosecution of a trip up the Murray as for a long sea
voyage, were not completed until late in the day, we were detained until
the hour | have mentioned.

During the whole of the day, great interest was excited at the Goolwa
by the contemplated departure of the steamer, and, towards the afternoon,
anumerous party had assembled on the jetty to witness our start.

Mr. Mason, the Sub-Protector of Aborigines at Wellington, arrived at
the Goolwa early this afternoon, after a passage of four days from
Wellington, the length of which was occasioned by the unfavourable
weather experienced by him on his way down. From his long residence in
the Murray district, and his extensive knowledge of the proper courses of
theriver, hisarrival was greeted with much satisfaction.

The customary alarm bells having been rung on board, and a farewell
taken of all the kind friends who had assembled to witness our departure,
the “Lady Augusta’ steamed from the Jetty, accompanied by the
“Eureka” which was lashed to her port side, amidst the loud and
continued cheers of the crowd on shore. It was half-past six o@lock
precisely when we started, and, though we had not daylight in our favour,
a beautiful clear starlight sky illumined our way, and afforded a good
substitute. | felt greatly impressed, and | believe all on board were, with
the novelty and interest of our position. We were on board the first
steamer that had ever navigated the waters of the Murray; all other
attempts to demonstrate its practicability having been unsuccessful.

Of this attempt to penetrate the vast interior of the Australian Conti-
nent, who can predict the result? By thus opening up the resources of this,
the largest of Australian rivers, it may, when this and succeeding
generations are no more, for aught we can tell, rival the great Mississippi,
both as to its usefulness and the stupendous results to which it may lead

As we threaded our way up the stream, salutes were fired from the
“Lady Augusta,” which were returned by the enthusiastic settlers on
shore, who, not content with these means of showing their gratification,
had lighted a large bonfire on an eminence in our immediate neighbour-
hood. A small band of musicians on board enlivened our passage up the
river for some distance with a number of favourite airs, which, in
connexion with the beautifully clear starlight sky above, and other
agreeable associations around us, had the effect of almost inducing us to
believe that we were on the Thames, and on atrip up to Richmond.

The party on board, proceeding with the “Lady Augusta” on her
voyage up, consists of His Excellency the Governor, William
Younghusband, Esg., M.L.C., lady and three daughters, Mrs. B. T.
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Finnis and son, R. Davenport, Esqg., M.L.C., J. Grainger Esq., M.L.C,,
Mrs. Irvine, Captain Kinlock, Messrs Bright, Palmer, Andrews, and J.
Allen, Junr..

Under the successful pilotage of Captain Cadell, assisted by Mr.
Mason, the “Lady Augusta’ successively passed, on her way up the river,
Hindmarsh Idand, Currency Creek, and the Finnis, and anchored at half-
past ten o€lock, about 15 miles from the Goolwa, opposite Stirling®
cattle station © .

Friday, August 26.—We remained where we cast anchor till five
o@lock this morning, when we again started on our way, leaving Lake
Albert on our right, and made the entrance of Lake Victoria shortly
afterwards ’ . We passed through the lake in the most successful manner;
and, with the exception of alittle knocking about, occasioned by a fresh
breeze, we completed the passage most speedily and agreeably. The
extreme length of the Lake is thirty miles, and its breadth about twenty-
five, with an average depth in the channel of about ten feet. When in the
centre of it, the great extent of water around us, and the tossing about
which we experienced, might well have led us to imagine ourselvesin an
inland sea, but the illusion would have been immediately dispelled by a
draught of its waters, which are quite fresh.

Passed round Point Pomond at ten o@lock a.m., having accomplished
the distance of thirty-eight miles from our starting-point in the morning,
in the short space of five hours® . We pursued our way thence for about
nine miles, which brought us to the entrance of the Murray, which we
passed, and on a mile®further progress reached Mr. Mason®dwelling on

6 —On modern charts the GOOLWA is shown to be [7mI] from the Murray Mouth, so they'd
in fact travelled about 12-miles and anchored at around the [19-20ml] mark.

7 —The freshwater lake behind the sand dunes at Encounter Bay was well known to the
freelance sealers who frequented this region from as early as 1828. ~When Charles Sturt
saw this lake, in 1830, he named it “Lake Alexandrina” in honour of Princess
Alexandrina, born 1819, the then heir apparent to the British throne. This name was
officially approved and was thereafter used in all Colonial Department maps, corre-
spondence, etc.. -However, when Princess Alexandrina became Queen, in 1837, she chose
the name Queen Victoria. —In a demonstration of loyalty to their new Queen, some SA
colonialists lobbied to have the lake's name changed to “Lake Victoria®, but this was never
officialy approved. Then in 1838 a newly discovered lake in NSW was named “Lake
Victoria’, followed by the proclamation of the colony of ‘Victoria' in 1850; and the SA
proposal withered and died. Nevertheless, from about 1843 to as late as 1853, local
government records, within SA, do refer to this lake as “Lake Victorid’. —Mr Allen, it
seems, was just following alocal trend.

8 _“Pomanda Point”, to give it its correct name, is actually at [40ml], so they'd in fact
travelled only about 20-miles from their overnight anchorage.
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the banks of the Murray, where we remained for a short time to ship forty
tons of fuel for the steamer, and then proceeded for Wellington.

Arrived at Wellington at a quarter past four o€l ock p.m., and received
the enthusiastic cheers of a numerous assemblage of the settlers,
including a large proportion of natives, who were collected on the Jetty
awaiting our arrival. The gesticulations and ludicrous postures of the
natives, in token of their satisfaction, were truly amusing, though not the
less gratifying.

Mr. Mason, who had accompanied us from the Goolwa, went ashore,
as well as others on board, anxious about their postal arrangements. We
were indebted greatly to His Excellency Sir Henry Young for his
kindness in affording us facilities for the transmission of our letters to
Adelaide, by means of his orderly.

At Mr. Mason® station, situated about a mile below Wellington,
Captain Cadell took on board three natives, who seemed well pleased
with the prospect of the voyage.

The depth of the stream near Mr. Mason® house is 66 feet; at
Wellington, by the Ferry, 45 feet.

WELLINGTON TO MOORUNDEE.

Started from Wellington at half-past four o@lock. The weather was
most propitious, and our passage up the river was prosecuted in the most
agreeable manner, our average speed being about six miles per hour. The
breadth of the stream, for the first two or three miles after we left
Wellington, varied from about 150 to 180 yards. On the right-hand
margin of the river, beds of reeds grow in great profusion, extending for
several miles up. The land occupied by them is extremely marshy, and, in
some places, immersed in water.

If the production of rice in this Colony were to receive a tria, this
would, | think, be the spot to make the first experiment, and the belief of
those acquainted with the cultivation of it is, | have heard, that it could be
done with success.

As we proceeded up the river, flocks of wild fowl, alarmed at the
appearance of such a horrible monster on their waters, fled in shoals to
the right and left, and musk ducks, which from their inability to fly were
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less expeditious in their movements, flapped along the water on each side
of us in aarm—an aarm not at al groundless, as weapons for their
destruction, if opportunity offered, might be seen peeping from the sides
of the vessel.

The “Lady Augusta’ has hitherto performed her work admirably, and
has exceeded, | believe, Captain Cadell® most sanguine expectations.
From the great superiority of her build, she cuts the waters through, as
she goes, amost without a ripple, and her wake is only perceptible by the
motion made in the water by her paddle-wheels.

The “Eureka,” which has hitherto been lashed to her side, and will
continue to be so, where the width of the river alows it, has proved
herself to be a capita little craft. She possesses al the requisites
necessary for the navigation of the Murray. Her draught of water is only
eleven inches when light, and not as it was estimated before her launch at
thirteen inches. The two vessels being closely lashed together, as | have
said, easy communication is maintained between them, and the
“Eureka® deck, which is 106 feet in length by 21 in breadth, forms an
excellent promenade, which is covered over by an awning.

As we rounded the several bends of the Murray, in or progress, |
could not help admiring the gracefulness and regularity with which they
are formed—no abrupt corners or turnings having, as yet, presented
themselves. Whether the river maintains this character further on, | am at
present unable to say.

At three miles distance from Wellington we passed Messrs. Cook and
Wark® station, and eased the steamer for a few minutes opposite to it,
while Captain Davidson rowed ashore to obtain some requisites. Here we
received another hearty congratulation from the men at the station, who,
from their lower habiliments being somewhat soiled, appeared to have
been engaged in sheep-washing. This station comprises three dwelling
and several out-houses and cattle yards.

Our further passage up the river was made without the dightest
obstruction, and everything proceeded in the most agreeable manner. On
the banks of the river to our right the native pine-tree grows in great
abundance. On our left, the land is low and marshy, as indicated by the
reed beds, which | have before mentioned. Towards night-fall, being then
about 18 miles from Wellington, the stream became much narrower, and
from the steep banks on either side throwing a confusing shade over the
river, the passage at times seemed perfectly blocked up. We, however,
pushed on, steaming with full power at times, and at others only just

creeping along.
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The passage of the river at this point is quite clear, and free from al
obstructions; but having only a faint light from the stars, and the shadow
thrown by the dense foliage on either side of the river leaving our course
indistinct, the necessity for caution was very apparent.

At a quarter to nine 0@l ock we passed Mr. James Thompson® station,
which we had been looking out for for some time as a guide to our
position. The large granite rock in that neighbourhood, we soon left in
our rear, and at about half-past nine o€ock we made our passage round
the idand, designated by the natives “Wampoa,” and did not discover till
we had gone past it that we had taken the passage on the contrary side to
that usually considered navigable, thus proving that passages round the
island, both to the right and left, to be perfectly safe ® . Captain Cadell
steamed his vessel all night, resolving to lose no time.

Saturday, August 27.—Passed Mr. John Baker® station at dawn of
day, and at six o@lock am. reached Mr. David Taylor@™ , which left us
about 80 miles from Moorundee. The Captain and one or two others went
ashore to procure some necessaries, and brought back word that Mr.
Taylor would have upwards of a ton and a half of butter and cheese to
ship for Adelaide on her return voyage.

The river here widens considerably, and in some parts of it is as much
as 160 yards in width. A lagoon lies to our left a few yards wide,
stretching up the river for several miles, and thereby forming a narrow
peninsula between the river and the lagoon. It is of comparatively small
width, but extends for three or four miles. Cattle are placed on it to graze,
there being an abundance of feed upon it, and their security is effected by
afence placed across the peninsula where it joins the main land.

The appearance of the country around this is really beautiful, and no
one but those visiting the Murray can imagine the splendour and
magnificence of the scenery. The banks on either side are clothed
completely with a yellow flower, very much like, and of the same genus
as the groundsel at home. The hills on our right increase rather in height,
and are thickly wooded, with at times a rocky appearance. Lagoons
appear on either side of the river, forming peninsulas, as | have before
described, on which stockyards and fences for the security of the cattle
grazing thereon are formed.

—i... Thompson® was in the vicinity of Swanport [67ml]: — ii.. “Wampoa’ is nowadays

known as“Long Island” and it’s adjacent to the township of Murray Bridge [69ml]:

—i... Baker® “Wall Station”, the site is nowadays known as “Wall Hat” [86ml]: —
ii.. Taylor®@station was located on “Pellaring Reach”, about [101ml].
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At this stage of our progress | noticed several kinds of birds we had
not seen before; among them were some wood ducks, which make their
nests in the foliage along the banks of the river. | also saw severa white
cranes.

We are now within the Valley of the Murray. The hills recede on
either side of us, and the land in the neighbourhood is undulating with
luxuriant vegetation upon it. (This would be a capital spot for dairy
farms.) Herds of cattle feed on the slopes around, and give a very homely
appearance to the landscape.

Still pursuing our way at the rate of seven miles an hour over and
above what we lose by the flow of the current, which runs about three
miles an hour, meeting with no obstruction, and every one on board
forgetting the novelty of their position, and amost ready to fancy the
Murray had been navigated for years.

Passed several deserted stations, white cockatoos squeaking on every
side of us. Black swans now appear before us in great numbers, but do
not allow of our getting within reach of a shot at them. High cliffs of soft
sandstone **  <limestone> on the right commence, covered in some
places with the native pine. Small lagoons stretch out on our left, and
stockyards, formed on the side of the river, for rushing the cattle across,
when occasion requires it, appear. Sounded under the high <limestone>
cliffs, which rise abruptly on our right from the river side, and found
eight fathoms of water.

The three blackfellows taken on board at Wellington, appear perfectly
at home in their new situation, and do not seem to express any surprise at
the novelty of their position, so utterly uncontemplative are they. A
gentleman on board asked one of them whether he could not catch some
fish for us. His reply was, that he could not then, as the steamer made
“big one run,” but by and by, when he “piccaninny walk,” he would catch
plenty.

We here estimate our distance from Moorundee at 70 miles. Passed
the first snag we had seen in the Murray, which was close into the side,
and offered no obstruction.

Sounded here at half-past nine o€ ock, and found five fathoms of
water, which has been about the average soundings for several miles

— This is a common misconception. These cliffs are actualy limestone, of the massive
Mannum & Morgan formations dating from 26-to-20 million years ago, and stained yellow
over the millenniums by the effects of weathering & dissolved impurities in soak water.
They extend from Murray Bridge upstream to the Kingston region. —The researcher has
taken the liberty of correcting this error throughout the remainder of Allen’stext.
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back. This part of our voyage is, | suspect, the honeymoon. On advancing
a hundred miles further we may not meet with so little obstruction, and
may perhaps have more incidents to record.

The high <limestone> cliffs till continue on our right, covered with
the species of groundsel | have before described, and which presents an
exceedingly beautiful appearance. It is said to be a sign of good land.
Low undulating land appears on our left, slightly wooded, and the
scenery altogether around usis really enchanting, but indescribable by the
pen.
At half-past one o€lock p.m. we rounded the Chicka bend of the
Murray. The <limestone> cliffs on our right rise very abruptly from the
water®edge, and appear to be increasing in height. Flocks of birds, which
roost in the cavities at the sides of the cliffs, fly out aswe pass % .

At three o@lock we passed the remains of Chambers® horse station
recently burnt down. We continued our course at full speed, and reached
Scott® station at Moorundee at twelve o€lock at night where we
anchored ® .

2 _In order to arrive at Moorundee at midnight, the vessel would’ ve had to be rounding the
bend at “Walker Flat” [127ml] at 1:30p.m., & Allen® description befits that location well.
Though nowadays there is NO “Chicka Bend” hereabouts a “Chucka Bend” [116ml] does
exist, but according to legend, Chucka Bend wasn®named thus until the 1880®.

13 _«0ld Moorundee”: -Edward John Eyre purchased land here in 1839 describing it in his
journal as being “ opposite a small island” . However, it wasn't an ‘island’ it lay opposite-
to, but rather it was a small isolated river-flat tucked into the base of the otherwise sheer
limestone cliffs that dominate the east bank of the river in this section: -In 1841, following
the Rufus River Massacre Inquiry, Eyre resided here as the lately appointed ‘ Protector of
Aborigines', a post he held for two-plus years during which he established an endearing
accord with the Murray Valley natives. A stone Police Barracks and a Court House were
shortly erected alongside Eyre's cottage and a small hamlet known as “Sturt” evolved
around them. In 1842 the hamlet of Sturt had a population of 43 & boasted a stone wharf,
no doubt courtesy of the Government stonemasons employed to construct the Barracks,
etc.. In 1844 Eyre departed Austrdia for England and thereafter ‘Moorundee’ became the
official residence to a series of ‘Protector of Aborigines: ... In December 1842 the
Government cutter Water Witch, in a state of neglect due to Colonia budget cuts, sank
while moored to the wharf at Moorundie and she was never refloated: ... Annual flooding
made Sturt a rather unpleasant place to live and, in 1856, it was officially abandoned in
favour of the Blanchetown site. Doubtless, much of the stonemason’s handiwork was
purloined for reuse at the new location: ... In 1982 a team of divers located a wreck in 6
metres water at the Old Moorundie site, it subsequently proved to be the “ Water Witch” .
They also located stone debris on the riverbed and a number of mounds of stone rubble on
the riverbank, some of which showed signs of chisel work [167ml].
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This illustration shows a computer compiled Lady Augusta (in passenger
accommodation mode) against a genuine photograph of the country of the Lower
Murray, which James Allen described on Saturday, August 27; viz - “ The river
here widens considerably, and in some parts of it is as much as 160 yards in
width. A lagoon lies to our left a few yards wide, stretching up the river for
several miles, and thereby forming a narrow peninsula between the river and the
lagoon. It is of comparatively small width, but extends for three or four miles.
Cattle are placed on it to graze, there being an abundance of feed upon it, and
their security is effected by a fence placed across the peninsula where it joins the
main land.” — Even in the modern era, as can be seen centre-right in this picture,
cattle still graze on the lush grasses that grow on these “ peninsulas” .

Opposite page is a similar computer composite showing the Lady Augusta
against atypical section of Lower Murray limestone cliff. In this case, just below
the modern township of Swan Reach. — A feature of these cliffs is that all
erosion-rubble that normally accumulate at the base of tall cliffs, isin this case
dissolved away: ... Being limestone, it is subject to the same chemical reactions
that create cathedral like underground caverns, such as those seen at many well-
documented limestone-cavern sites around the world: This is the reason why
Lower Murray cliffs rise so abruptly from the water’ s edge with little or no debris
at their base, eons of being immersed in river water dissolves away the limestone
debris, and in some instances even undermines the cliff face.
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The painting above shows Moorundeg, as it was in the 1840s, on the west bank
of the Murray some 4-miles below Blanchetown. ... The east bank of the Murray,
in these parts, is dominated by a sheer 25-30 metre limestone cliff which rises
vertically from the water’s edge. So the view depicted is as seen from the tiny
river flat tucked into the base of these cliffs, directly opposite