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TRIP ON THE RIVER MURRAY. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FORWARD 
 
History buffs can thank their lucky stars that James Allen jnr., was aboard the 
“P S Lady Augusta”  on her historic voyage up the Murray River in 1853. For 
he has left us with a journalistic gem in his written account of that voyage. It is 
a thumping “ good–read”  and his “ journal”  of the vessel’s, almost hourly, 
progress up the river provides us with an intriguing wealth of heritage data. – 
It’s true the text contains innumerable errors but if we allow that “ the novelty 
and great interest attached to such an undertaking was well calculated to 
excite” , then Allen’s errors are pardonable and, in the context of the trip, they 
add a captivating human element into the whole affair: – Anyway, the errors 
Allen makes are mostly of a technical nature, or pertain to facts that were not 
available to Allen in 1853. The journal, however, contains such an abundance 
of detail that an alert reader, with a knowledge of the Murray, can identify his 
aberrations with relative ease; and, more importantly, get a real feel of what 
day–to–day life aboard the “Lady Augusta” , in 1853, was like. 
 
 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
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This engraving is a romanticised “artist’s impression” , more in the nature of a 
contemporary ‘cartoon’ , and though probably based on information supplied by Allen, 
was likely done by an artiste who’d never ventured anywhere near Swan Hill..
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ADELAIDE TO THE GOOLWA. 
 

Saturday, August 20, 1853.—Having accepted an invitation from 
Capt. Cadell, to accompany him in his steamer, the “Lady Augusta,”  on 
her experimental trip up the Murray, I left Adelaide on horseback for the 
Goolwa, where the steamer was lying, in the afternoon of this day, full of 
pleasurable anticipations of the trip, which the novelty and great interest 
attached to such an undertaking was well calculated to excite. 

Reached Willunga after two and a-half hours© ride, where I remained 
for the night. 
 

Sunday, August 21.—Proceeded early this morning for the Goolwa, 
distant from Adelaide about seventy miles, and arrived there in the fore-
noon. Nearly the whole of the party intending to proceed in the steamer 
had arrived, including His Excellency the Governor, Mr. Younghusband 
and family 1� , Mr. Grainger, Capt. Kinlock, Mr. Palmer, and many other 
gentlemen, and, though last yet not least, several ladies. 

                                                                         
1� —Contemporary readers may be excused for interpreting this to mean the Governor of SA 

was Mr. Younghusband. However, in 1853, it was common knowledge that Sir  Henry 
Edward Fox Young KCMG was the Governor of SA; hence Allen refers to the Governor 
by his title alone. –Mr Younghusband was a pro Murray navigation member of the 
Colony’s Legislative Council and also a friend and business confidant of Captain Cadell’s. 
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The accommodation on board the “Lady Augusta,”  which is lying at 
the jetty lately erected here, are all that could be desired, and, in 
conjunction with the cordiality and extreme kindness with which Capt. 
Cadell has welcomed his guests, leads us to the anticipation of a most 
harmonious and agreeable trip. 

The “Eureka,”  tender, just built to accompany the “Lady Augusta”  as 
a cargo boat, is lying on the stocks ready to be launched tomorrow 
morning as proposed. She is certainly a splendid little craft, and well 
deserving the high encomiums passed upon her. 

The “West Wind,”  steam ship, which had put into Port Elliot for 
repairs, having sustained several injuries in a gale she encountered in 
Backstairs Passage, on her way from Melbourne to Adelaide, started 
again this morning after effecting the necessary repair to her engines, by 
the assistance of the Government blacksmith at Port Elliot. 
 

Monday, August 22.—The departure of the “Lady Augusta,”  on her 
experimental trip up the Murray, has been postponed till Wednesday, or, 
at least, till Thursday, in consequence of some alterations being required 
in her boilers. 

The dinner to be given here to Capt. Cadell previous to his departure 
by the settlers in the Goolwa and Port Elliot district has been fixed for 
Wednesday, in place of Tuesday, as before announced. All the influential 
settlers in the neighbourhood are expected to attend, and provision will 
be made for at least one hundred persons. 

The launch of the “Eureka,”  the “Lady Augusta©s”  cargo tender, is to 
take place to-morrow, Tuesday, and several parties of gentlemen from 
Adelaide have arrived to witness it. 

His Excellency the Governor started from the Goolwa for Port Elliot 
this morning to inspect the Government works there, but is expected back 
in time to witness the launch to-morrow. 

Capt. Cadell is indefatigable in his exertions to provide for the 
comfort of the visitors he has so kindly invited. 

We are all anxious to start, and see what steaming on this hitherto 
unnavigated river, through immense Australian wilds, is like 2� . 

                                                                         
2� —Those on board the “Lady Augusta”  would©ve been largely unaware that William Richard 

Randell was already well up-river ahead of them; —Randell had set-off, on August 16th 
1853, aboard his home-made steamer the “P S Mary Ann” , from the Noa No Landing in 
the MANNUM district [97ml]; –By August 22nd, Randell was proceeding through the 
“North West Bend”  section of the Murray [200 ml] upstream from the Murray Mouth. 
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LAUNCH OF THE “EUREKA”. 

 
Tuesday, August 23.—This fine little vessel, built by Messrs. Winsby 

Brothers, at the Goolwa, for Capt. Cadell, as a cargo vessel, to 
accompany the “Lady Augusta”  on her voyage up the Murray, was 
launched this morning, amidst the cheers of a very numerous assemblage 
of Goolwa and Port Elliot settlers, and others who had come from 
Adelaide to witness the spectacle. 

A more propitious day for the launch could not have been desired. 
The deck of the “Eureka,”  which is 106 feet in length by 21 feet beam, 
was fitted up in the most tasteful manner for the accommodation of 
visitors, and an awning, hung over the entire length of it, protected those 
on board from the rays of the sun. The vessel was adorned with 
innumerable flags, floating in the breeze, and which added to the gay 
appearance of the assembly on board, of which the ladies formed a 
conspicuous part, presented a sight in the highest degree pleasing. 
Wreaths of flowers of the honeysuckle-tree decked in great profusion the 
upper part of the vessel, which, while it had the advantage of being a 
shade to the company, imparted a most delightful fragrance. About three 
hundred persons, amongst whom were a large proportion of the fair sex, 
as also many gentlemen on horseback from a distance, assembled in 
immediate contiguity to the vessel to witness her launch. His Excellency 
the Governor arrived on board about two o©clock, when a salute was 
fired, and, all being ready for the launch, the supports were taken away, 
and the “Eureka”  glided down the ways. The ceremony of christening was 
performed by Miss Eliza Younghusband, who wore a wreath of pretty 
native flowers in her hair, and who altogether presented a most interesting 
appearance. Numerous salutes were fired from small pieces of firearms 
attached to the vessel, which were returned by the discharge of guns and 
other fire-arms on shore. 
The “Eureka”  slipped slightly off her ways on the launch, and settled by 
the bows in the sand; but, as she is very nearly afloat, no difficulty will be 
experienced in drawing her off by the steamer “Lady Augusta”  tomorrow. 
 

THE “EUREKA.”  
 

The dimensions of the “Eureka”  are 96 feet in length on the keel; extreme length on 
deck, 106 feet; 12 feet breadth of beam; 21 feet on the cross-guards; and depth of hold, 8 
feet. Her estimated burden is 87 tons; but this, of course, is only conjecture, as she has no 
registered measurement. She is calculated to carry in her hold about 100 tons of goods dead 
weight, or 250 bales of wool; and on her cross-guards, or flush deck, from stem to stern, 
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which is covered in on a raised frame-work, about 10 feet from the deck, 250 bales more; 
so that, freighted with wool, she will carry upwards of 500 bales. Her draught in full 
burden is three feet, at which she displaces 80 tons of water 3� . Her draught without cargo 
is thirteen inches. If fitted up for passengers, she is estimated to carry 200 with comfort. 
The bottom planks of the “Eureka,”  as also her frames, are of blue gum; her upper planking 
of New Zealand pine; and her decks formed of Baltic deals. She was both designed and 
built by Messrs. Winsby Brothers; and the beauty of her design does infinite credit to them; 
especially when considering the many difficulties with which they had to contend, in the 
want of the necessary facilities for such an undertaking. It is believed by all here that the 
“Eureka”  will be found perfectly adapted for the purpose for which she was built, and that, 
though the cost of her build has been very great to Captain Cadell, he will soon reap the 
rewards of his large outlay, and be requited for the arduous exertions which have attended 
the prosecution of this most enterprising scheme. 
 
 

THE “LADY AUGUSTA.”  
 

This vessel is allowed on all hands to be a noble little craft. She in named after Lady 
Young. Her extreme length on deck is 105 feet; on the keel, 98.5 feet; depth of hold, 
5.5 feet; breadth of beam, 12 feet; on the cross-guards, 21 feet. She has two engines of 20 
horse-power each, and of the best workmanship. Her total tonnage, including engines, 
which weigh 30 tons, is 91 tons. Her beams and planking are of New Zealand pine, and her 
timbers are honeysuckle 4� . She draws 3 feet of water full, and 2 feet 4 inches light. When 
first launched, without her hurricane deck, her draught of water was extremely small. Her 
accommodations for passengers are admirable. She is able to carry conveniently sixteen 
cuddy and sixteen fore-cabin passengers. All her arrangements are admirably planned and, 
as a passenger-vessel, nothing is wanting to ensure every comfort and convenience 5� . 
 

The “Lady Augusta”  is still lying at the jetty of the Goolwa, quite 
ready to proceed on her trip, when all the arrangements for her departure 
are made, which is expected to be the case on Thursday morning. 

Captain Cadell kindly entertained the visitors, who had come from a 
distance around the neighbourhood, at dinner on board the “Lady 
Augusta,”  after the launch of the “Eureka”  was over. 

To-morrow the “Eureka”  will be laid alongside the “Lady Augusta,”  
preparatory to our final start, and the day will be wound up with the 
dinner to Captain Cadell. 

                                                                         
 
3� —Mr. Allen is here quoting figures supplied to him by some third party on a topic about 

which he himself knows little. –The figures quoted by Allen do not compute and cannot be 
relied upon. According to the prestigious “Ships of the Inland Rivers, Parsons-1990” : ... 
Insurance surveyors classified “EUREKA”, in 1855, as a 62-ton barge. 

 
4� —As with the barge “EUREKA”, Allen’s figures tend to exaggerate the dimensions of the 

“LADY AUGUSTA”, initially registered “LADY AGUSTA” due to clerical misspelling. 
According to her official registration papers, her hull measured; length 97.8feet; beam 
11feet; depth 5.4feet; and she was powered by a 2 cylinder 40hp steam engine; 

 
5� —The conveniences to which Allen refers would certainly have included the very latest in 

shipboard sanitation paraphernalia, which, in view of the somewhat genteel nature of some 
of the passengers, would’ve been an item of some consequence. Anyone interested in what 
1850s technology had to offer in that department should see - APPENDIX 1#. 
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DINNER TO CAPTAIN CADELL. 

 
Wednesday, August 24.—This morning the “Eureka”  was moored 

alongside the “Lady Augusta”  at the Goolwa Jetty, and preparations were 
then made for the dinner to Capt. Cadell, and for our start up the Murray 
to-morrow. These latter involved the taking in of fuel, and sundry other 
matters not sufficiently important to be particularised. 

The dinner took place in the evening, in the large store built by the 
Government at the Goolwa for the reception of wool and other produce, 
and it afforded abundant accommodation. About sixty of the most 
influential settlers in the neighbourhood sat down to dinner. There was 
also a goodly number of ladies, and many visitors from Adelaide and 
other places at intermediate distances. Mr. Barton, of Port Elliot, was the 
caterer on the occasion, and the provision made by him was in the highest 
degree creditable. 

I attended the dinner, and took the following notes of the 
proceedings:- 
 

DINNER TO CAPTAIN CADELL, AT THE GOOLWA. 
 
< Mr. Allen©s “notes”  amount to four pages of fine print. For brevity sake, it©s sufficient 
here to report: —Capt. Cadell was, of course, the Guest of Honour; —The ©chair© was taken 
by the Rev. R. W. Newland of Encounter Bay, supported by William Younghusband Esq. 
M.L.C.; —Mr. Williams, of Encounter Bay, acted as croupier for the evening. —The 
dinner passed off in the most satisfactory manner. Then the speech making, which Mr. 
Allen records with almost “ Hansard-like”  detail, and the “ toasting”  took place. —Those 
present “ toasted”  everything from Queen Victoria & Country, to the bottom planks of the 
“Eureka©s”  hull, and they were all drunk “with enthusiasm”. Between the toasts, several 
songs were sung, some nationalistic, and some of the more boisterous bush ballads variety. 
The festivities went on until quite late. > 
 
 

_____________________________ 
 
 

DEPARTURE FROM THE GOOLWA. 
 

Thursday, August 25.—We started from the Goolwa this evening at 
half-past six o©clock. This was the day Captain Cadell had fixed upon for 
the commencement of the voyage, and we had anticipated starting at a 
much earlier hour, but as numerous arrangements, which require as much 
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attention for the prosecution of a trip up the Murray as for a long sea 
voyage, were not completed until late in the day, we were detained until 
the hour I have mentioned. 

During the whole of the day, great interest was excited at the Goolwa 
by the contemplated departure of the steamer, and, towards the afternoon, 
a numerous party had assembled on the jetty to witness our start. 

Mr. Mason, the Sub-Protector of Aborigines at Wellington, arrived at 
the Goolwa early this afternoon, after a passage of four days from 
Wellington, the length of which was occasioned by the unfavourable 
weather experienced by him on his way down. From his long residence in 
the Murray district, and his extensive knowledge of the proper courses of 
the river, his arrival was greeted with much satisfaction. 

The customary alarm bells having been rung on board, and a farewell 
taken of all the kind friends who had assembled to witness our departure, 
the “Lady Augusta”  steamed from the Jetty, accompanied by the 
“Eureka”  which was lashed to her port side, amidst the loud and 
continued cheers of the crowd on shore. It was half-past six o©clock 
precisely when we started, and, though we had not daylight in our favour, 
a beautiful clear starlight sky illumined our way, and afforded a good 
substitute. I felt greatly impressed, and I believe all on board were, with 
the novelty and interest of our position. We were on board the first 
steamer that had ever navigated the waters of the Murray; all other 
attempts to demonstrate its practicability having been unsuccessful. 

Of this attempt to penetrate the vast interior of the Australian Conti-
nent, who can predict the result? By thus opening up the resources of this, 
the largest of Australian rivers, it may, when this and succeeding 
generations are no more, for aught we can tell, rival the great Mississippi, 
both as to its usefulness and the stupendous results to which it may lead 

As we threaded our way up the stream, salutes were fired from the 
“Lady Augusta,”  which were returned by the enthusiastic settlers on 
shore, who, not content with these means of showing their gratification, 
had lighted a large bonfire on an eminence in our immediate neighbour-
hood. A small band of musicians on board enlivened our passage up the 
river for some distance with a number of favourite airs, which, in 
connexion with the beautifully clear starlight sky above, and other 
agreeable associations around us, had the effect of almost inducing us to 
believe that we were on the Thames, and on a trip up to Richmond. 

The party on board, proceeding with the “Lady Augusta”  on her 
voyage up, consists of His Excellency the Governor, William 
Younghusband, Esq., M.L.C., lady and three daughters,  Mrs. B. T. 
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Finnis and son,  R. Davenport, Esq., M.L.C.,  J. Grainger Esq., M.L.C., 
 Mrs. Irvine,  Captain Kinlock,  Messrs Bright, Palmer, Andrews, and J. 
Allen, Junr.. 

Under the successful pilotage of Captain Cadell, assisted by Mr. 
Mason, the “Lady Augusta”  successively passed, on her way up the river, 
Hindmarsh Island, Currency Creek, and the Finnis, and anchored at half-
past ten o©clock, about 15 miles from the Goolwa, opposite Stirling©s 
cattle station 6� . 

 
Friday, August 26.—We remained where we cast anchor till five 

o©clock this morning, when we again started on our way, leaving Lake 
Albert on our right, and made the entrance of Lake Victoria shortly 
afterwards 7� . We passed through the lake in the most successful manner; 
and, with the exception of a little knocking about, occasioned by a fresh 
breeze, we completed the passage most speedily and agreeably. The 
extreme length of the Lake is thirty miles, and its breadth about twenty-
five, with an average depth in the channel of about ten feet. When in the 
centre of it, the great extent of water around us, and the tossing about 
which we experienced, might well have led us to imagine ourselves in an 
inland sea, but the illusion would have been immediately dispelled by a 
draught of its waters, which are quite fresh. 

Passed round Point Pomond at ten o©clock a.m., having accomplished 
the distance of thirty-eight miles from our starting-point in the morning, 
in the short space of five hours 8� . We pursued our way thence for about 
nine miles, which brought us to the entrance of the Murray, which we 
passed, and on a mile©s further progress reached Mr. Mason©s dwelling on 

                                                                         
6� —On modern charts the GOOLWA is shown to be [7ml] from the Murray Mouth, so they’d 

in fact travelled about 12-miles and anchored at around the [19-20ml] mark. 
 

7� —The freshwater lake behind the sand dunes at Encounter Bay was well known to the 
freelance sealers who frequented this region from as early as 1828. –When Charles Sturt 
saw this lake, in 1830, he named it “ Lake Alexandr ina”  in honour of Princess 
Alexandrina, born 1819, the then heir apparent to the British throne. This name was 
officially approved and was thereafter used in all Colonial Department maps, corre-
spondence, etc.. –However, when Princess Alexandrina became Queen, in 1837, she chose 
the name Queen Victor ia. –In a demonstration of loyalty to their new Queen, some SA 
colonialists lobbied to have the lake’s name changed to “Lake Victoria” , but this was never 
officially approved. Then in 1838 a newly discovered lake in NSW was named “Lake 
Victoria” , followed by the proclamation of the colony of ‘Victoria’  in 1850; and the SA 
proposal withered and died. Nevertheless, from about 1843 to as late as 1853, local 
government records, within SA, do refer to this lake as “Lake Victoria” . –Mr Allen, it 
seems, was just following a local trend. 

 
8� —“Pomanda Point” , to give it its correct name, is actually at [40ml], so they’d in fact 

travelled only about 20-miles from their overnight anchorage. 
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the banks of the Murray, where we remained for a short time to ship forty 
tons of fuel for the steamer, and then proceeded for Wellington. 

Arrived at Wellington at a quarter past four o©clock p.m., and received 
the enthusiastic cheers of a numerous assemblage of the settlers, 
including a large proportion of natives, who were collected on the Jetty 
awaiting our arrival. The gesticulations and ludicrous postures of the 
natives, in token of their satisfaction, were truly amusing, though not the 
less gratifying. 

Mr. Mason, who had accompanied us from the Goolwa, went ashore, 
as well as others on board, anxious about their postal arrangements. We 
were indebted greatly to His Excellency Sir Henry Young for his 
kindness in affording us facilities for the transmission of our letters to 
Adelaide, by means of his orderly.  

At Mr. Mason©s station, situated about a mile below Wellington, 
Captain Cadell took on board three natives, who seemed well pleased 
with the prospect of the voyage. 

The depth of the stream near Mr. Mason©s house is 66 feet; at 
Wellington, by the Ferry, 45 feet. 
 
 

_____________________________ 
 
 

WELLINGTON TO MOORUNDEE. 
 

Started from Wellington at half-past four o©clock. The weather was 
most propitious, and our passage up the river was prosecuted in the most 
agreeable manner, our average speed being about six miles per hour. The 
breadth of the stream, for the first two or three miles after we left 
Wellington, varied from about 150 to 180 yards. On the right-hand 
margin of the river, beds of reeds grow in great profusion, extending for 
several miles up. The land occupied by them is extremely marshy, and, in 
some places, immersed in water. 

If the production of rice in this Colony were to receive a trial, this 
would, I think, be the spot to make the first experiment, and the belief of 
those acquainted with the cultivation of it is, I have heard, that it could be 
done with success. 

As we proceeded up the river, flocks of wild fowl, alarmed at the 
appearance of such a horrible monster on their waters, fled in shoals to 
the right and left, and musk ducks, which from their inability to fly were 
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less expeditious in their movements, flapped along the water on each side 
of us in alarm—an alarm not at all groundless, as weapons for their 
destruction, if opportunity offered, might be seen peeping from the sides 
of the vessel. 

The “Lady Augusta”  has hitherto performed her work admirably, and 
has exceeded, I believe, Captain Cadell©s most sanguine expectations. 
From the great superiority of her build, she cuts the waters through, as 
she goes, almost without a ripple, and her wake is only perceptible by the 
motion made in the water by her paddle-wheels. 

The “Eureka,”  which has hitherto been lashed to her side, and will 
continue to be so, where the width of the river allows it, has proved 
herself to be a capital little craft. She possesses all the requisites 
necessary for the navigation of the Murray. Her draught of water is only 
eleven inches when light, and not as it was estimated before her launch at 
thirteen inches. The two vessels being closely lashed together, as I have 
said, easy communication is maintained between them, and the 
“Eureka©s”  deck, which is 106 feet in length by 21 in breadth, forms an 
excellent promenade, which is covered over by an awning. 

As we rounded the several bends of the Murray, in or progress, I 
could not help admiring the gracefulness and regularity with which they 
are formed—no abrupt corners or turnings having, as yet, presented 
themselves. Whether the river maintains this character further on, I am at 
present unable to say. 

At three miles distance from Wellington we passed Messrs. Cook and 
Wark©s station, and eased the steamer for a few minutes opposite to it, 
while Captain Davidson rowed ashore to obtain some requisites. Here we 
received another hearty congratulation from the men at the station, who, 
from their lower habiliments being somewhat soiled, appeared to have 
been engaged in sheep-washing. This station comprises three dwelling 
and several out-houses and cattle yards. 

Our further passage up the river was made without the slightest 
obstruction, and everything proceeded in the most agreeable manner. On 
the banks of the river to our right the native pine-tree grows in great 
abundance. On our left, the land is low and marshy, as indicated by the 
reed beds, which I have before mentioned. Towards night-fall, being then 
about 18 miles from Wellington, the stream became much narrower, and 
from the steep banks on either side throwing a confusing shade over the 
river, the passage at times seemed perfectly blocked up. We, however, 
pushed on, steaming with full power at times, and at others only just 
creeping along. 
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The passage of the river at this point is quite clear, and free from all 
obstructions; but having only a faint light from the stars, and the shadow 
thrown by the dense foliage on either side of the river leaving our course 
indistinct, the necessity for caution was very apparent. 

At a quarter to nine o©clock we passed Mr. James Thompson©s station, 
which we had been looking out for for some time as a guide to our 
position. The large granite rock in that neighbourhood, we soon left in 
our rear, and at about half-past nine o©clock we made our passage round 
the island, designated by the natives “Wampoa,”  and did not discover till 
we had gone past it that we had taken the passage on the contrary side to 
that usually considered navigable, thus proving that passages round the 
island, both to the right and left, to be perfectly safe 9� . Captain Cadell 
steamed his vessel all night, resolving to lose no time. 

 
Saturday, August 27.—Passed Mr. John Baker©s station at dawn of 

day, and at six o©clock a.m. reached Mr. David Taylor©s 10� , which left us 
about 80 miles from Moorundee. The Captain and one or two others went 
ashore to procure some necessaries, and brought back word that Mr. 
Taylor would have upwards of a ton and a half of butter and cheese to 
ship for Adelaide on her return voyage. 

The river here widens considerably, and in some parts of it is as much 
as 160 yards in width. A lagoon lies to our left a few yards wide, 
stretching up the river for several miles, and thereby forming a narrow 
peninsula between the river and the lagoon. It is of comparatively small 
width, but extends for three or four miles. Cattle are placed on it to graze, 
there being an abundance of feed upon it, and their security is effected by 
a fence placed across the peninsula where it joins the main land. 

The appearance of the country around this is really beautiful, and no 
one but those visiting the Murray can imagine the splendour and 
magnificence of the scenery. The banks on either side are clothed 
completely with a yellow flower, very much like, and of the same genus 
as the groundsel at home. The hills on our right increase rather in height, 
and are thickly wooded, with at times a rocky appearance. Lagoons 
appear on either side of the river, forming peninsulas, as I have before 
described, on which stockyards and fences for the security of the cattle 
grazing thereon are formed. 
                                                                         

9� —i... Thompson©s was in the vicinity of Swanport [67ml]: – ii.. “Wampoa”  is nowadays 
known as “Long Island”  and it’s adjacent to the township of Murray Bridge [69ml]:  

 
10� —i... Baker©s “Wall Station” , the site is nowadays known as “Wall Flat”  [86ml]: – 

ii.. Taylor©s station was located on “Pellaring Reach” , about [101ml]. 
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At this stage of our progress I noticed several kinds of birds we had 
not seen before; among them were some wood ducks, which make their 
nests in the foliage along the banks of the river. I also saw several white 
cranes. 

We are now within the Valley of the Murray. The hills recede on 
either side of us, and the land in the neighbourhood is undulating with 
luxuriant vegetation upon it. (This would be a capital spot for dairy 
farms.) Herds of cattle feed on the slopes around, and give a very homely 
appearance to the landscape. 

Still pursuing our way at the rate of seven miles an hour over and 
above what we lose by the flow of the current, which runs about three 
miles an hour, meeting with no obstruction, and every one on board 
forgetting the novelty of their position, and almost ready to fancy the 
Murray had been navigated for years. 

Passed several deserted stations, white cockatoos squeaking on every 
side of us. Black swans now appear before us in great numbers, but do 
not allow of our getting within reach of a shot at them. High cliffs of soft 
sandstone 11�  <limestone> on the right commence, covered in some 
places with the native pine. Small lagoons stretch out on our left, and 
stockyards, formed on the side of the river, for rushing the cattle across, 
when occasion requires it, appear. Sounded under the high <limestone> 
cliffs, which rise abruptly on our right from the river side, and found 
eight fathoms of water. 

The three blackfellows taken on board at Wellington, appear perfectly 
at home in their new situation, and do not seem to express any surprise at 
the novelty of their position, so utterly uncontemplative are they. A 
gentleman on board asked one of them whether he could not catch some 
fish for us. His reply was, that he could not then, as the steamer made 
“big one run,”  but by and by, when he “piccaninny walk,”  he would catch 
plenty. 

We here estimate our distance from Moorundee at 70 miles. Passed 
the first snag we had seen in the Murray, which was close into the side, 
and offered no obstruction. 

Sounded here at half-past nine o©clock, and found five fathoms of 
water, which has been about the average soundings for several miles 

                                                                         
11� — This is a common misconception. These cliffs are actually limestone, of the massive 

Mannum & Morgan formations dating from 26-to-20 million years ago, and stained yellow 
over the millenniums by the effects of weathering & dissolved impurities in soak water. 
They extend from Murray Bridge upstream to the Kingston region. —The researcher has 
taken the liberty of correcting this error throughout the remainder of Allen’s text. 
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back. This part of our voyage is, I suspect, the honeymoon. On advancing 
a hundred miles further we may not meet with so little obstruction, and 
may perhaps have more incidents to record. 

The high <limestone> cliffs still continue on our right, covered with 
the species of groundsel I have before described, and which presents an 
exceedingly beautiful appearance. It is said to be a sign of good land. 
Low undulating land appears on our left, slightly wooded, and the 
scenery altogether around us is really enchanting, but indescribable by the 
pen. 

At half-past one o©clock p.m. we rounded the Chicka bend of the 
Murray. The <limestone> cliffs on our right rise very abruptly from the 
water©s edge, and appear to be increasing in height. Flocks of birds, which 
roost in the cavities at the sides of the cliffs, fly out as we pass 12� . 

At three o©clock we passed the remains of Chambers©s horse station 
recently burnt down. We continued our course at full speed, and reached 
Scott©s station at Moorundee at twelve o©clock at night where we 
anchored 13� . 

                                                                         
12� —In order to arrive at Moorundee at midnight, the vessel would’ve had to be rounding the 

bend at “Walker Flat”  [127ml] at 1:30p.m., & Allen©s description befits that location well. 
Though nowadays there is NO “Chicka Bend”  hereabouts a “Chucka Bend”  [116ml] does 
exist, but according to legend, Chucka Bend wasn©t named thus until the 1880©s. 

 
13� —“Old Moorundee” : -Edward John Eyre purchased land here in 1839 describing it in his 

journal as being “ opposite a small island” . However, it wasn’ t an ‘ island’  it lay opposite-
to, but rather it was a small isolated river-flat tucked into the base of the otherwise sheer 
limestone cliffs that dominate the east bank of the river in this section: -In 1841, following 
the Rufus River Massacre Inquiry, Eyre resided here as the lately appointed ‘Protector of 
Aborigines’ , a post he held for two-plus years during which he established an endearing 
accord with the Murray Valley natives. A stone Police Barracks and a Court House were 
shortly erected alongside Eyre’s cottage and a small hamlet known as “Sturt”  evolved 
around them. In 1842 the hamlet of Sturt had a population of 43 & boasted a stone wharf, 
no doubt courtesy of the Government stonemasons employed to construct the Barracks, 
etc.. In 1844 Eyre departed Australia for England and thereafter ‘Moorundee’  became the 
official residence to a series of ‘Protector of Aborigines’ : ... In December 1842 the 
Government cutter Water Witch, in a state of neglect due to Colonial budget cuts, sank 
while moored to the wharf at Moorundie and she was never refloated: … Annual flooding 
made Sturt a rather unpleasant place to live and, in 1856, it was officially abandoned in 
favour of the Blanchetown site. Doubtless, much of the stonemason’s handiwork was 
purloined for reuse at the new location: ... In 1982 a team of divers located a wreck in 6 
metres water at the Old Moorundie site, it subsequently proved to be the “ Water Witch” . 
They also located stone debris on the riverbed and a number of mounds of stone rubble on 
the riverbank, some of which showed signs of chisel work [167ml]. 
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This illustration shows a computer compiled Lady Augusta (in passenger 
accommodation mode) against a genuine photograph of the country of the Lower 
Murray, which James Allen described on Saturday, August 27; viz - “ The river 
here widens considerably, and in some parts of it is as much as 160 yards in 
width. A lagoon lies to our left a few yards wide, stretching up the river for 
several miles, and thereby forming a narrow peninsula between the river and the 
lagoon. It is of comparatively small width, but extends for three or four miles. 
Cattle are placed on it to graze, there being an abundance of feed upon it, and 
their security is effected by a fence placed across the peninsula where it joins the 
main land.”  – Even in the modern era, as can be seen centre-right in this picture, 
cattle still graze on the lush grasses that grow on these “ peninsulas” . 
 
Opposite page is a similar computer composite showing the Lady Augusta 
against a typical section of Lower Murray limestone cliff. In this case, just below 
the modern township of Swan Reach. – A feature of these cliffs is that all 
erosion-rubble that normally accumulate at the base of tall cliffs, is in this case 
dissolved away: … Being limestone, it is subject to the same chemical reactions 
that create cathedral like underground caverns, such as those seen at many well-
documented limestone-cavern sites around the world: This is the reason why 
Lower Murray cliffs rise so abruptly from the water’s edge with little or no debris 
at their base, eons of being immersed in river water dissolves away the limestone 
debris, and in some instances even undermines the cliff face. 
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The painting above shows Moorundee, as it was in the 1840s, on the west bank 
of the Murray some 4-miles below Blanchetown. … The east bank of the Murray, 
in these parts, is dominated by a sheer 25-30 metre limestone cliff which rises 
vertically from the water’s edge. So the view depicted is as seen from the tiny 
river flat tucked into the base of these cliffs, directly opposite to the site [Eyre’s 
so-called island] : … If there is any realism in this painting then the rather 
substantial building, left of center, is likely to be the stone Police Barracks built 
during Governor Grey’s administration, 1841-1845, and the building, right of 
centre, is likely the Courthouse. …In 1853 the barracks had become the 
homestead of the Scott family. Mr Scott being, not only, a local pastoralist but 
also a District Magistrate as well as the appointed “ Protector of Aborigines” .  
 
The painting opposite page is also of Moorundee, as it might’ve appeared to any 
traveller approaching the hamlet by road from the north. The Police Barracks 
etc., although quite obvious in the much larger original painting, are here almost 
indistinguishable among the trees, in this reduced size image. The masted vessel 
moored by the riverbank in front of the barracks, however, can only be the 11-
metre Government cutter Water Witch, which sank at her moorings at Moorundee 
in 1842 and was never refloated. …In modern times, however, the wreck has 
been thoroughly surveyed, relics were removed to the National Trust Museum at 
Goolwa, and the site declared under the Historic Shipwrecks Act. …A pen and 
ink sketch, done by the artist as a precursor to the painting opposite, provided 
important clues in pinpointing the location of the sunken wreck. 
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MOORUNDEE. 

 
Sunday, August 28.—The “Lady Augusta”  remained at her anchorage 

this morning, a short distance above the Police Barracks, at Moorundee, 
and is likely to continue so till Monday morning, when it is proposed 
again to start on our trip. 

Divine Service was held on board at noon. The weather during our 
stay was anything but agreeable, smart showers of rain falling at short 
intervals throughout the day. Some of the ladies ventured on shore during 
the occasional gleams of sunshine; but I am sorry to say, with little 
comfort to themselves, and, in some instances, with the inconvenience of 
being wet through by the rain before their return. From the excitement 
experienced during the previous days, contrasted with the monotony 
caused by our present stoppage, added to the unfavourable weather, 
which prevented an anticipated pic-nic in the surrounding hills, our spirits 
to-day have been a little depressed, but this, I have no doubt, will be 
completely removed by the continuance of our journey tomorrow. 

The only buildings to be seen at Moorundee are Mr. Scott©s residence, 
built by the Government during Governor Grey©s administration as a 
soldiers© barracks, a police station, and two or three small outbuildings. 

The river here is fully 200 yards in width, bordered on the right by 
steep <limestone> cliffs, which rise from about 80 to 100 feet above the 
level of the water, and on the left by low lands, rather thickly wooded, 
and on which side Mr. Scott©s house and the police station are situated. 

Several natives, attached to Mr. Scott©s station, came on board to visit 
us; one of them, a very aged man, named Tinbury, and who is regarded 
by the Moorundee tribe as their king. He is a fine intelligent fellow, and 
speaks English much better than the generality of the natives. During Mr. 
Eyre©s residence in this Colony, he was greatly attached to Tinbury, and, I 
believe, mentions his name in his work on South Australia. 

The scenery around Moorundee is very beautiful, and of much the 
same character as that passed through on our passage from Wellington. 
 

Monday, August 29.—Steamed away on our course up the river this 
morning at three o©clock a.m.. 

Passed several deserted stations 14� , on the left bank of the river. I 
noticed, also, several paddocks, formed by a small range of hills rising 
                                                                         

14� —It was the peak of the Victorian “Gold Rush”  (1851-1856) when many Stations, bereft of 
manpower, were forced to close. 
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abruptly at a distance of about 200 yards from the river©s side, and 
continuing for some distance along the stream; the space intervening 
between them and the river being fenced in at either end, where the hills 
slope down, thus making an enclosure for cattle. It is a capital contriv-
ance, and is the cause of a great saving in labour and expense, where the 
formation of the banks of the river will allow of its being carried out. 

The weather to-day forms quite a contrast to that of yesterday, it being 
exceedingly fine, and our spirits are, as I anticipated, completely restored 
to their former elasticity, by the beauty of scenery and other pleasing 
associations. 

About fifteen miles from Moorundee there is an extensive flat stretch-
ing seven miles along the left bank of the river. It is a special survey, 
comprising 4000 acres, selected by Governor Gawler during his stay 
here. This flat, about half-a-mile in width, and covered with great 
quantities of polygnum scrub, is bounded by a low range of hills on 
which there is good pasturage extending some miles back, and which is 
taken advantage of by the herds of cattle now stationed on them. On 
Gawler©s flat, as it is styled, there is some good arable land, but the 
greatest proportion of it seems to be sandy, and unfit for cultivation. 

Passed a station with flocks of sheep grazing on the slopes in the 
neighbourhood 15� . There is a good deal of limestone visible in the land 
here, which is generally considered a good sign. 

I may here observe, that the average width of the River Murray, from 
Wellington to where we now are, which I estimate to be about 18 miles 
from Moorundee by water, is from 200 to 250 yards. 

The <limestone> cliffs still continue with us, appearing alternately on 
the right and left-hand side of the river, and presenting a exceedingly 
bold and picturesque appearance, resembling at times in the distance 
some ancient ruins. This constitutes a principal feature of the country, I 
believe, throughout the whole length of the Valley of the Murray. 

The vegetation along the banks and the surrounding hills is most 
luxuriant, and affords splendid feed for cattle, but at present little 
advantage is taken of it, from the comparatively small number of settlers 
now occupying it. During the summer season, however, the feed is 
completely parched up, I am informed, with not a blade of grass to be 
seen for miles, but a good substitute remains in its stead. This is the salt 
bush, resembling very much the sage bush, which the cattle are extremely 

                                                                         
15� —The McLean’s took up the Murbko run in 1847, they were the first to fence sheep runs in 

this region & their old homestead hut was about where “Glenforslan”  now stands [177ml]: 
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partial to, and feed on during the summer months, and upon which they 
thrive as well as on the choicest grass. In the winter months, at the close 
of which we have now arrived, there is an abundance of feed. 

The average depth of water for the last few miles of our progress has  
been about two and a-half fathoms. At half-past seven o’clock our esti-
mated distance from Moorundee was 24 miles, thus making an average of 
six miles an hour against the current since we started this morning. 

About nine o©clock we arrived at Williams©s sheep station, lately pur-
chased by Mr. Walsh, and the “Lady Augusta”  rested abreast of it while 
Captain Cadell, accompanied by one or two others, went ashore 16� . 

There is a very pretty little thatched dwelling-house here, and the 
general arrangements of the station have a rather pleasing effect. Mr. 
Walsh informed one of our party that the conveyance of his wool hitherto 
to Adelaide had cost him 7-pounds per ton, and for his return supplies for 
the station he had paid 5-pounds per ton; thus showing the advantages 
that will accrue to the settlers along the Murray, from the presence of a 
steamer on its waters, by affording greater facilities, both as regards 
expedition and economy, for the conveyance of their wool and other 
produce to market. 

We had expected to have experienced a rise in the waters of the 
Murray, from the fact of great floods having recently occurred in New 
South Wales, near to its sources, but at present we have met with no 
visible increase. 

About twenty-five miles from Moorundee there is a reach in the river, 
called the Long Reach. The river here does not seem so winding as lower 
down 17� . 

One great drawback imagined to be in the way of the successful 
navigation of the Murray, was the difficulty of rounding the bends, which 
in some places turn off at acute angles. Though great caution is 
necessary, the “Lady Augusta,”  with the “Eureka”  lashed alongside, has 
met with but little difficulty in winding them, there always being a 
sufficient breadth of water for both vessels to pass in safety. 

                                                                         
16� —As this account unfolds it becomes glaringly obvious that Mr Allen is blissfully unaware 

of just how much he is over-stating the vessel©s progress. The steamer was, at best, only 
managing about 3-to-4 mph, probably against a 3 mph current. So by 9 o©clock, they were 
only some 20 miles above “Moorundee”  and the William/Walsh sheep station would©ve 
been at about where modern day “Murbko”  now stands [186-187ml]. 

 
17� —There is no known “Long Reach”  in this section to-day; —Mr. Allen was most likely 

referring to the 10 miles of comparatively linear river, which starts in the Murbko section, 
at about 13 miles above modern Moorundee [179-189ml]. 
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Though I do not wish to impute improper motives to the settlers on 
the banks of the Murray, I still think that, if its capabilities had been 
represented in their proper light, many steamers would have been on its 
waters long before this. It is really a magnificent stream, and all our 
conceptions of it in Adelaide come far short of the reality. 

I have been much struck with the importance of giving settlers on the 
Murray, who may purchase land from the Government, a right of 
commonage. At present the land is leased out to the squatters along its 
banks, who pay 10-shillings per square mile for the occupancy of it. A 
poor settler may purchase an eighty-acre section, and may wish, besides 
turning it into an agricultural farm, to run a few cattle along the banks of 
the river, but this he cannot do, because the squatter in his neighbour-
hood has the right to impound all stray cattle that may trespass on his run 
without a right of commonage. This has been suggested to me as a great 
desideratum, and, if carried into operation by the Executive Government, 
will, I have no doubt, facilitate the sale of lands on the Murray greatly.

About five o©clock we arrived at Mr. Scott©s station, Warru, two miles 
beyond the north-west bend of the Murray, where we stopped for the 
shipment of a supply of wood 18� . 
 
 

_____________________________ 
 
 

GREAT WEST BEND. 
 

After shipping our wood at the Warru Station, which occupied us 
about two hours, we advanced three miles further up the stream to take in 
a further supply there lying ready for us 19� . Here the Captain thought it 
advisable to moor the steamer for the night, “as the shades of evening 
were closing o©er us”  before the shipment of the wood was effected. This 
was accordingly done to the infinite satisfaction of all, especially of those 

                                                                         
18� –On modern charts the Murray©s “North/West Bend”  coincides with [200ml]. The “Lady 

Augusta”  had travelled 38 miles this day, and, if we deduct one hour for time spent at 
Walsh©s Station, she’d steamed for a total of 13 hours:- i.e. average speed = 2.923mph. 

 
19� —This region was squatted in 1842 by Messrs Campbell & Levi, who’d overlanded cattle 

with Hawden/Bonney. It was originally known then, as it is today, as “Nor-West Bend 
Station” , with the homestead located 5-miles above the bend it’s named after, right where 
Mr. Allen describes it to be [205ml] –It would seem that, at least, while Mr. Scott resided 
here, he chose to call it “Warru” . 
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of the crew whose duties compelled them to be up nearly night and day, 
and to whom, therefore, such a respite was very acceptable. 

The water at the side of the river was of a sufficient depth to allow the 
vessel to go broadside along the bank, within six feet of it, which, of 
course, very much facilitated the shipment of the wood. Communication 
was therefore maintained between the vessel and the shore, which was 
taken advantage of by all the passengers, including ladies, to stretch their 
limbs with a good walk while an opportunity afforded. 

As a means of amusement, we lit bonfires ashore in every direction 
around the ship, which we were enabled to do in rather a large way, from 
the abundance of fuel which was left over as waste by the wood cutters. 
The magnificent appearance of five or six bonfires, lit within twenty 
yards of each other—the flames towering up to fifty or sixty feet in 
height, and at times consuming whole trees under which the fuel had been 
placed—may be imagined, as also the agreeable excitement it afforded to 
those engaged in the amusement. 

 
Tuesday, August 30.—Started this morning before daylight. 
There is no variety in the scenery, but it is extremely beautiful at 

times. We are still in what is called the Valley of the Murray. It 
commences near Wellington, and is formed by the steep <limestone> 
cliffs rising on either side of us, averaging in their distance apart from 
two to three miles. From Wellington they gradually increase in height 
until they reach Moorundee, where their elevation above the surface of 
the water is about 100 feet. Between these two cliffs, at about an average 
distance apart of two miles, the river Murray flows, and the appearance of 
them on either side of us is naturally caused by the different turns or 
bends of the river in its windings to the right or left. Fossil formations are 
found all through the cliffs, and not a bit of the <limestone> of which 
they are formed can be broken without the appearance of sea shells and 
fossil remains in it. This would lead us to infer, that the whole of the 
intervening land between the cliffs has been immersed in water at some 
distant period, and that the natural level of the river formerly was the top 
of these cliffs which are now upward of a hundred feet above the valley, 
and that, in the course of ages past, the river has gradually worn the 
valley down to its present level. The intervening flats between the cliffs, 
although liable in many places to inundation, where the banks of the river 
are not of a sufficient height to prevent its overflow during the floods, 
contain a large amount of rich alluvial soil, suitable in every respect for 
cultivation, and which is enriched annually by the deposits carried down 
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by the river. When settled and cultivated I hope the valley of the Murray 
will rival in productiveness the far-famed banks of the Nile. 

Early in the morning of this day we passed innumerable beds of fossil 
oysters attached to the top of the cliffs, and sea shells abound in every 
portion of them 20� . 

Passed Wright©s station this morning 21� . In easing the steamer 
opposite to it, to allow of a boat going ashore, the vessel drifted over to 
the opposite bank before she could be got under management, and grazed 
against the gum trees on the bank, but without doing any further damage 
than breaking one of the hand-rails of the “Eureka.”  

The current here is very strong, running fully three miles per hour, 
and it requires great caution in turning the different bends of the river, 
which in some places are very abrupt, turning at acute angles, with 
violent eddies. This, however, to a cautious person, and to one 
sufficiently acquainted with the river, will be no obstacle to its 
navigation. 

Advancing a few miles further on we came to a native fishing station, 
where we procured some fish from a black-fellow, who paddled out to us 
in a canoe of rather rude construction—it being simply formed of an 
oblong-shaped piece of gum bark, with embankments of mud at the ends 
to prevent the influx of water. The fish purchased from him were exactly 
similar to our English golden perch, with the exception of the absence of 
the tinge of red, and are about 18 inches in length. They are considered 
by all of us superior flavour to any fish at present procurable in Adelaide. 

A little before sundown we passed one of Hart©s stations, his head 
station being about six miles further on. 

From the great inferiority of the wood which we shipped at the last 
wooding station, and by which a very small pressure of steam could be 
obtained, we have not made much way to-day. We anchored for the night 
at ten o©clock p.m. 22�  
 

Wednesday, August 31.—On our way this morning before daylight. 
Passed several fine clumps of pine trees, of a couple of miles in extent, 
which will be admirably adapted for wooding stations, from the proximity 
                                                                         

20� —The “Norwest Bend Formation” , dating from 2-to-5 million years ago, overlays the 
“Morgan Limestone”  in this region and it does contain sizeable pockets of oyster shells that 
are exposed in some parts of this Morgan-to-Overland Corner section. 

 
21� —In the vicinity of “Wright Reach”  [222ml]. 
 
22� —Some where in the hart of “Hart Country” , Waikerie district [238-242ml]. 
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of the wood to the river©s bank. Pine timber, from the trial at present made 
of it, is found to make excellent fuel. 

About half-past nine o©clock we reached Wigley©s station, about 20 
miles from our anchorage this morning 23� . 

There is rather a melancholy incident connected with this place, which 
occurred about four or five years ago. Two fine young men, named 
Wickham and Carter, in the mounted police force, unfortunately lost their 
lives in attempting to cross the river opposite to this station, in a native 
canoe of the most rude construction. They had on their accoutrements, 
including heavy military boots, the weight of which split the canoe, which 
sunk immediately. One of them was able to swim but the other was not, 
and therefore clung for support to his comrade, and thus both perished 
clasped in each other©s arms 24� . 

Several droves of horses, in rather a wild condition, followed us along 
the bank of the river to-day, snorting and cantering about in their won-
derment. 

Mr. Mason has pointed out several trees to me, which he had marked 
with the number of days out on his last trip up the Murray. Passed one of 
them to-day marked in large figures No. 18, meaning thereby 18 days out 
from Wellington. This will leave us, according to his calculation, 415 
miles from the Goolwa, and which, from our improved rate of speed 
today, from the use of better wood, will be increased, I hope, to 450 
before nightfall. 

About two o©clock we passed a branch of the Murray striking out to 
our right, which extends, I believe, for four miles, and then joins with the 
parent stream again, forming an island with plenty of feed for cattle on 
it 25� . 

Saw plenty of nankeens, cranes, cockatoos, and cormorants, lodging 
occasionally in holes in the cliffs, which still accompany us from right to 
left alternately as we proceed. 

Noticed several watermarks on the trees to-day, which show last 
year©s flood to have risen 14 feet above the present height of the river. 
This is, of course, no criterion, as the increase of the river last year 

                                                                         
23� —In the vicinity of “Wigley Flat”  [257-260ml] —Their progress after this point suggests 

they may have remained here for two to three hours, no doubt taking on wood. 
 
24� —These two young men share the unfortunate distinction of being the first members of the 

SA Police Force to die in the execution of their duty. – See APPENDIX 2#:  
 
25� —This would have to be “Banrock Creek”  [263ml], with its extravagantly wide entrance 

that demands the attention of anyone passing this way. 
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exceeded in extent any flood ever known to have taken place by the 
settlers on its banks since the foundation of the colony. 

Passed Lake Bonney to-day, which is not perceptible from the river. 
In the forenoon we sighted one of Chambers©s stations, and reached 

another of his stations about ten o©clock p.m., where we dropped our an-
chor and remained for the night 26� . 
 

Thursday, September 1.—Shortly after starting this morning before 
daylight we met two branches of the river proceeding to the right and left, 
and it being dark at the time, we unfortunately took the wrong 
passage 27� . This we found out shortly afterwards, however, by the 
narrowness of the passage and the shallowing of the stream. Without 
much difficulty we backed out, and proceeded on our right course. 

If we proceed at our present speed, which is about six miles an hour, 
we shall make 100 miles to-day. At present it is not determined, I believe, 
whether we shall proceed further than Swan Hill. 

The “Mary Ann”  steamer, I have just heard, passed the Warru Station 
on Wednesday, the 24th August, and Chambers©s Station on Saturday the 
27th. 

At Chambers©s Station, which we passed on the forenoon of yesterday, 
Wednesday, August 31st, we heard that several natives had been 
murdered in that district, the particulars of which I did not learn. 

I also heard of an unfortunate accident which occurred there. A black 
boy had been sent out with a dray and bullocks, and was expected to re-
turn immediately, but had not since been heard of, and it is supposed has 
perished in the bush, the cattle attached to the dray having returned. 

Our estimated distance from the Goolwa to-day is 520 miles, which 
leaves us 130 from the Darling 28� , and 630 from Swan Hill. We expect 
confidently to reach the Darling on Saturday, if all prospers with us. 

Captain Cadell has 500 bales of wool engaged at Swan Hill. If he 
goes on to Albury, the cargo vessel will remain at Swan Hill for the 
shipment of this wool. 
                                                                         

26� —“Glen Devlin”  [255ml] was a Chambers© station as was “Lake Bonney”  [273ml] (later 
named COBDOGLA). ... As stated, the vessel had already passed lake “Bonney” , so they 
likely spent this night moored at some spot on “Seven Mile Reach”  e.g. [283-288ml]. 

 
27� —When heading upriver the junction at “Pyap Lagoon”  [290ml] can be very deceptive. 

Even today, in broad daylight, some recreational ‘boaties’  go the wrong way; else have to 
look very closely to their charts to determine which is the correct passage. 

 
28� —We must again excuse Mr Allen for his exuberance. They were, in fact, only 300-miles 

from the GOOLWA and the Darling Junction was/is only 517-miles from the Murray 
Mouth. 
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Nothing of any moment occurred during the day. The appearance of 
the country is similar to that we have already passed, with the exception 
of its being a little less wooded and more open. 

Shortly after nightfall, and just as we were expecting to reach 
Chapman©s, a native canoe came paddling out to us from the bank of the 
river, containing two or three natives, anxious to inspect the “big one 
mongoe”  (the native name for canoe), which had arrived in their waters. 
One of the natives remained on board, and piloted us up to Chapman©s 
Station, which was a few miles further on, and opposite to which we 
anchored for the night at about 8 o©clock p.m. 29� . On our arrival there, 
the right-hand bank of the river was lined with natives, who, as a means 
of welcoming us, I suppose, had lit large bonfires along the edge of the 
river, which, with their dark figures flitting here and there before the 
flames, gave the scene a singularly wild appearance. 

We learned at Chapman©s Station that two white men, travelling near 
the Darling, had been barbarously murdered by the natives in that district, 
for the sake of their blankets and clothes, the murderers supposing, it is 
imagined, that the murder of two poor lonely travellers would not be 
discovered, and that they should consequently escape punishment. They, 
however, found themselves greatly at fault, as the bodies of the murdered 
men were found frightfully mutilated; and a clue being given by other 
natives of the same tribe as to their whereabouts, the police were instantly 
on their track, and succeeded in capturing one of them. Two others, on 
trying to make their escape by swimming across the river, were shot dead 
by their pursuers. Mr. Scott, Inspector of Police at Moorundee, had just 
arrived at Chapman©s, after the pursuit of the natives engaged in this 
brutal murder, and had brought the captured prisoner with him, who was 
shipped on board the “Lady Augusta,”  accompanied by a police-
constable as guard, to be delivered over to a Sydney Police-station on the 
Darling, the crime having been committed within that district. 
 

                                                                         
29� —In times–past, “Goat Island”  (district of Renmark) was a broad peninsula protruding out 

from the eastern bank and Chapman©s hut was located near to its base [348ml] - see 
APPENDIX 3#. —They©d done well this day covering some 60-miles in 16-hours. Some 
likely reasons for this are. i.. The wetlands associated with Katarapko Creek, Salt Creek, 
Gurra Gurra Lake & Pike River leach a large amount of water from the main stream 
reducing mainstream current and making headway easier. ii.. They’d left the high cliff & 
tight bend sections behind, the country is more open here with numerous straight reaches & 
sweeping curves making it easier to maintain vessel’s momentum. And, although Allen 
doesn©t mention it, the “ Lady Augusta”  did have the capacity to rig a sail, a following 
breeze in this more-open countryside would’ve been very helpful. 
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Friday, September 2.—Started before daylight this morning. In the 
early part of the day a very severe accident occurred to Captain 
Davidson, on board the “Lady Augusta,”  who, in passing through the 
engine room, which is the only means of communication from the fore to 
the after part of the ship, slipped his foot under a piece of machinery, 
working parallel to a very limited width of passage along the side of the 
vessel, and had it so much crushed as to require his being carried to his 
cabin at once, where everything was done to alleviate his sufferings. 

The river is very circuitous to-day, and we cleared with difficulty the 
very acute bends which it makes in some places. The appearance of the 
sandstone cliffs is very singular; they are of a dark red colour, with small 
sugar-loaf looking hillocks formed on the sides and tops of them 30� . In 
many parts of the cliffs red and white ochre is to be found, and, I am 
informed by those who have tested it, of good quality. 

We had the advantage to-day again of procuring some fish from the 
natives, who, on our approach, paddle out to us in their canoes, offering 
us their commodities, which we purchase for a few tins of flour, and a 
little tobacco. This is an agreeable exchange to both parties. The natives, 
of course, look upon flour as a great luxury; and to us the fish is an 
agreeable change from our general diet. 

At four o©clock p.m. we hauled up, and anchored by the side of the 
river, at a thickly-timbered spot, for the purpose of replenishing our stock 
of wood, which was nearly exhausted 31� . 

 
Saturday, September 3.—On our way this morning again. Passed one 

or two cattle stations during the day. The names of the occupants I did 
not learn. The river is visibly rising, and I have heard its increase 
estimated at three inches per day. 

We have met with no difficulty from the snags, about which so much 
apprehension was entertained. They are generally situated close in by the 
                                                                         

30� —The ‘difficult’  bends were likely the twin bends knows as ‘Cliff Bend’  [373,374ml]. 
They’ re in real sandstone country now: -Upstream of LOXTON, vast semi-consolidated 
strata of Loxton & Parilla Sandstone, dating from 7-to-3 million years ago, become clearly 
visible in the riverside cliffs, which attain maximum prominence in the Murtho region, 
north of RENMARK. The sandstone is commonly capped with a thin silicified quartz crust 
formed about 2-million years ago, known as the Karoonda Surface, which is especially 
conspicuous in the Headings Cliff at ‘Cliff Bend’ , in the Murtho district. –The Karoonda 
Surface is oftentimes topped with a hefty layer of reddish-beige Blanchetown Clay that 
dates from about 1.5 million years ago. 

 
31� —The following day it took them around 6-hours to reach the Victoria Border [402ml] so 

they’d likely anchored at around [384ml]. Delays due to Capt. Davidson©s accident plus 
time lost at Cliff Bend & at Whirlpool Corner [358ml], which didn’ t get its name for being 
placid, make it difficult to be precise. They’d still managed about 32 miles in 12 hours. 
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side of the stream, and are easily avoided. The country appears more 
open to-day; and the hills, if any, are beyond the bounds of our vision. 

We passed the boundary of the Colony about ten o©clock, and have 
now the Colony of New South Wales to our left hand, and Victoria to our 
right 32� . The natives here seem to be a much finer race than those about 
Adelaide. We have had frequent interviews with them. They are 
constantly coming to us, either to gratify their curiosity, or to offer us fish 
in exchange for our tobacco and flour. The banks of the river now have, 
at times, the appearance of artificial embankments, generally about three 
to four feet in height. The timber here, as well as for some fifty or a 
hundred miles back, is extremely fine, consisting principally of gum, 
which is of very large growth, and loftier than any I have seen yet. For 
sixty or eighty miles back, on the South Australian side of the boundary, 
there are some admirable spots, which, from the fine growth of timber 
upon them, would do well for the erection of saw-mills; and now that the 
navigation of the Murray has been so well commenced, numbers, I have 
no doubt, will turn to timber-cutting as a profitable employment. The 
timber might be floated down the river to the shipping depot easily, and 
with comparatively little expense. As labour is now so scarce in Adelaide 
as to make the supply of timber small, and the demand for it consequently 
great, a ready market would no doubt be found. 

Our apprehensions for Captain Davidson, on account of his accident 
yesterday, have been somewhat allayed. He feels much easier to-day, and 
I hope, with a little care, that his foot will not suffer materially from the 
accident. 

We stopped steaming this evening at seven o©clock, and laid-to by the 
bank of the river for the purpose of taking in a supply of wood. We 
resorted to our favourite amusement in the evening of lighting large 
bonfires in the forest, which, from the want of something better to do, 
affords us both gratification and relaxation. Our wooding station was 
situated on a small island, formed by a branch of the river, which, after 
sloping round, blended with the main stream 33� . 

 

                                                                         
32� —The boundaries, which we nowadays know are NOT aligned, are near [402-403ml]. 
 
 
33� —Not much progress made this day. -As reported in the morning, the river was visibly 

rising so current was likely around 4mph, reducing vessel©s headway to about 2mph.—This 
©wooding station© was likely “Pollard©s Island”  [418ml] as, in 1853, “Higgins Cutting”  
[409ml] was not yet formed. Also their progress before & after this wooding stop equates 
more to the [418ml] location, rather than with the [409ml] Higgins Cutting site. 
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Sunday, September 4.—We started this morning early (although 
contrary to Captain Cadell©s intentions of steaming on Sunday) so that we 
might reach the Darling as soon as possible, where the advice of a 
medical man could be obtained for Captain Davidson. 

We passed this morning a very singular sandstone cliff, formed in the 
shape of a basin, situated at a sharp bend of the river. It was composed of 
different layers of various kinds of earth, the lower of which appeared to 
be gypsum 34� . 

The origin of Gothic arches, as understood, has been attributed to that 
form of arch being perceptible in forests of trees. This was fully 
illustrated to-day by the trees on either side of us, which exhibited many 
beautifully turned arches; and, at times, by the continuation of the trees in 
that form, presented the appearance of long church aisles 35� . 

In the afternoon of this day we arrived opposite Yamborough Station, 
occupied by Messrs. Jackson, familiarly designated by the natives Bob 
and Harry©s 36� . The natives here are very inoffensive, and so tractable as 
to be of great use to the settlers. Mrs. Jackson, the wife of one of the 
owners of this station, informed us that she is sometimes left alone 
without any protection whatever; and the natives, instead of being unruly 
under the circumstances, treat her uniformly with the greatest kindness. 
After halting for half-an-hour, we again proceeded on our course. 

This afternoon we passed Lake Victoria, which is situated about four 
miles inland. The appearance of the country to-day is much improved, it 
having undergone an evident change for the better; the land is more 
elevated, thereby precluding the possibility of its being flooded, at least, 
so much so, as some of the land we have lately passed, which from the 
high water-marks observable on the trees, must have been completely 
under water during last year’s flood. From the rapid increase of the 
waters of the Murray, the low lands in many instances become flooded, 

                                                                         
34� —This has to be “Rainbow Cliffs”  at “Devil©s Elbow”  [423ml]. Although not so sharp to-

day, since floods created a ©by-pass© around 1883, in 1853 this was the sharpest bend in the 
river and, until 1883, it was a source of great aggravation for many a Steamboat Skipper. 

 
35� –There is indeed a 1-km stretch of river hereabouts leading up to the junction of what is 

familiarly known as Sharp Point Creek [426ml] but which is actually the upper end of the 
Toupnein Creek anabranch. -Where, upon rounding the bend that leads into the reach, 
persons possessed with a sense of symmetry & perspective are momentarily awestruck, 
when confronted with the balance & uniformity of what is a truly remarkable avenue of 
gumtrees. – For a possible botanic explanation of this phenomena see APPENDIX 4#. 

 
36� —This must have been in the vicinity of modern-day “Lake Victoria Station”  [428ml]. 
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and backwaters are formed, rivalling sometimes in size the main stream 
itself. 

The river is very circuitous again; and from this fact we travel, in 
some instances, thrice the distance by the river that would be occupied by 
the same journey by land. This, among all the advantages of the river is 
one of its disadvantages, and deserves to be noted. We have been making 
on an average to-day about five miles per hour, which considering the 
force of the current is very good I think. On this point we suffer one 
disadvantage, which is that, having two vessels abreast, we are prevented 
from steering near to the bank, whereby we might avoid the current in 
some degree. 

We anchored to-night, about seven o©clock, a little past the entrance of 
the Rufus, which flows into Lake Victoria 37� . 

 
Monday, September 5.—Off at four o©clock this morning, and pro-

ceeded about five or six miles, when we drew up to the side of the river, 
where there was plenty of dry timber, for the purpose of wooding. This 
was accomplished by twelve o©clock a.m., when we continued our course. 

There appears to be no diminution either in the width or volume of the 
river so far; and if there is any change in its appearance, it is decidedly in 
its favour. We sounded several times to-day, and found from five to six 
fathoms of water. The banks of the river are so precipitous as to allow of 
our drawing close up to them without touching the bottom. We hauled up 
about seven o©clock, and moored by the side of the river for the night 38� . 
 

Tuesday, September 6.—Started this morning at daylight. 
There is a decided improvement in the appearance of the country. The 

land on the Victoria side is much higher. The red sandstone hills appear 
again, similar to those we passed after leaving Chapman©s station. We 
passed extensive plains to our right, extending some five or six miles, 
slightly wooded, and backed by low ranges of hills in the distance. It had 
a very pretty effect, and is the most open piece of country we have seen 

                                                                         
 
37� —“Rufus River”  located at [437ml]; the site of an incident that became knows as “The 

Rufus River Massacre” , –where, on 26th & 27th August 1841, between the Lake and the 
Murray, 20 to 30 Aborigines were shot dead (officially), during two days of confrontation 
between Lake Victoria tribes and a force of SA Police, volunteers & overlanders. 

 
38� —Later in this text we learn they’d passed “Wombeloo Island”  [465ml] unnoticed in the 

approaching darkness. They’d likely moored at around [466-467ml]; the description of the 
country they passed through on the morrow likewise supports this location. 
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since we left Wellington. Passed several cattle stations to-day 39� . The 
river seems rather to increase than diminish in volume; and I think, with 
one of the passengers, “ that the further we go the bigger it grows.”  

The weather for the last two days has been rather inclement, and this 
afternoon very squally; the wind blowing at times with such violence as 
to prevent us from making any way, or, even at times, stemming the 
current. 

About two o©clock we arrived at Moorana 40� , Mr. E. Bagot©s station, 
lately sold by him to the Sydney Government, and now used as a Police 
Station. The “Mary Ann”  passed here on Friday last, about mid-day. The 
river has a splendid appearance here, and is fully two hundred and fifty 
yards wide, with depth of water sufficient to float a thousand-ton ship. 
Pine trees grow in abundance to our left, on slightly undulating land. 

About dusk we passed some natives© camps to our right, and the fires 
they made on our approach threw a brilliant light over the water, and 
assisted us in our course. We are now about five miles from the 
Darling 41� . We turned a very sharp bend in the river, and shortly 
afterwards sighted some more natives, who, evidently expecting our 

                                                                         
39� —Since 1838 land betwixt the Murray & Lake Victoria was the thoroughfare of “Overland-

ers”  trekking livestock to Adelaide and, until 1850, NSW extended all the way to the south-
ern ocean. However, as the NSW\SA border remained unsurveyed, officialdom refused to 
issue pastoral leases in the border precinct: …Nonetheless, in 1845, George Melrose 
became the first to squat this uncertain territory when he set up a station at Lake Victoria 
& put flocks tended by shepherds on the Rufus & on the Great Anabranch. Also in 1845 
John Hawdon, son of the first overlander, together with his cousin, Armourer Winthrop 
Forster, squatted the Murray’s south-bank from Mildura to the backwaters of the Lindsay, 
their ‘squat’  soon became known as “Hawdon’s Run” : …In 1846 Hancock & Jones 
succeeded in getting a SA lease to land bordering on the north and the west of The Murray 
from west of the Rufus downriver to Renmark (see October 8th herein): …In 1847 Crozier 
& Rutherford, who’d formerly worked stations on the Edward River, acquired “Hawdon’s 
Run” , renaming it “Kulnine” , and their descendants continue to operate that property to the 
present era, albeit now somewhat shrunk by acquisitions. Also in 1847, to the west of the 
newly named Kulnine, George Tingcombe set-up two south bank stations he named 
“Lindsay Island”  & “Walwalla” : …In 1848 Edward Meade Bagot, otherwise know as 
“Ned” , who already leased the “Murtho”  run in SA, squatted a string of north-bank stations 
he named “Moorna”  “Wangumma” & “Reminnia” . The following year, 1849, Bagot 
acquired Tingcombe’s south-bank stations, linked them with his “Murtho”  run in SA, and 
created the vast “Ned’s Corner”  station; so-called because he then held leases to the whole 
of the land bordering the inside of the corner prescribed by the Murray in that region: … 
By 1853, all these large stations had several ‘out-stations’  so staff could be housed at 
different vantage points when commuting daily to the main homestead was impractical. 
The exodus of manpower during the “gold-rush years” , 1851-1855, resulted in most of 
these out-stations being deserted. 

 
40� —Likely to be “Moorna Station”  on the north bank, with its historic homestead [488ml]. 
 
41� —It took them another 4-to-5 hrs to reach the Darling Junction [517ml] so you can ignore 

Allen©s five-mile estimate, this incident likely occurred at the ©loop© [502-503ml]. 
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approach, had made a large fire on the bank. Three natives (two men and 
a lubra), paddled out to us in a canoe, but when they got under the stern 
of the “Eureka”  they caught hold of the rudder-chains, which, as the 
vessel was going through the water, dragged their frail bark under, and 
shipped them all into the water. The two men succeeded in climbing up 
the rudder-chains, but the lubra floated down with the current, and when 
we expressed apprehensions for her safety, and asked the husband why he 
did not jump in to her rescue, he replied “ the water too much cold.”  The 
lubra, however, managed to reach the shore in safety, which was about a 
hundred yards off, and signified her arrival on the bank by placing fresh 
fuel on their bonfire. Her unworthy spouse on board, during the whole 
proceeding, seemed not to be moved in the least, and appeared to think it 
a good joke. One of the natives named Bob, a fine intelligent fellow, 
piloted us up the Darling. We passed the junction about eleven o©clock, 
and shortly afterwards came to McLeod©s public-house, about half a mile 
up, and anchored opposite to it for the night 42� . The river is about one 
hundred yards in width opposite the public-house. We remain here till 
tomorrow, when we shall take in eighteen or twenty tons of wood. 
 
 

_____________________________ 
 
 

THE DARLING. 
 

Wednesday, September 7.—We remain anchored in the Darling this 
morning, for the purpose of shipping a quantity of wood, which is lying 
on the bank of the river. 

The natives had mustered quite strong to witness our arrival, and 
made themselves very useful in carrying wood to the steamer. From what 
I can learn, they are very numerous in this district, and have a king to rule 
over them; but whether it is merely a nominal title, or whether any real 
authority is exercised, I know not. He is an elderly man, bearing the name 
of Jacob; and, for a king, not very prepossessing in his appearance. 

On the morning of this day Captain Cadell sent off an express to Dr. 
Fletcher, a magistrate of New South Wales, residing about ten miles 
                                                                         

42� —“Voyage of Lady Augusta”  by Arthur Kinloch Esq., circa 1853; reads p.13 –It took 168 
hours steaming to reach the Darling, where we arrived at midnight on the 6th of 
September, under sail and steam; the distance being calculated at about 650 miles from 
the Goolwa. ...In fact, the Darling junction is only 510ml from the Goolwa [7ml] but the 
168-hrs is interesting as; - (510-7)-mls in 168-hrs calculates out to 2.994mph. 
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distant, requesting him to pay us a visit. His presence was required, in the 
first place, to make a professional visit to Captain Davidson, on account 
of the accident he sustained a few days ago; and, secondly, in his 
magisterial capacity, to give his decision in the case of the native prisoner 
brought by us from Chapman©s station, on a charge of murder. Dr. 
Fletcher arrived about mid-day, but refused to interfere in the case of the 
prisoner; considering his arrest illegal, about which there can be no 
second opinion. Leaving out the fact of the illegality of the arrest, there is 
no means of ascertaining his identity, and the magistrate, of course, 
refuses to receive him. The prisoner himself acknowledges his acquain-
tance with the fact of the murder of the white men shortly after it 
occurred, but which he did not reveal on account of giving offence to the 
tribe he was with; but he denies any participation in the crime. On the 
correctness of this statement we can, of course, form no judgment, but 
from the apparently inoffensive habits of the prisoner, together with his 
not making any effort to escape, or to shun investigation in the matter, his 
statement is supposed by some to be the truth. He has accordingly been 
liberated, and “  will be taken to the place from whence he came ”—
Chapman©s station. 

Although there can be no justification of the barbarous murders 
committed sometimes by the natives, it is to be deplored that, while we 
take advantage of the British laws in punishing them for crime, we 
should, on the other hand, withhold that meed of justice from them, 
which, as British subjects, they are entitled to. We possess ourselves of 
the soil of which they are the natural possessors, and but very rarely 
return a proper equivalent for it. The fault clearly lies with the 
Government, who are the assumed vendors of the soil, the settlers making 
a legal purchase of the land from them; and it therefore lies with the 
original vendors to make the proper reparation to the natives. 

The river Darling, which we are now lying in, is a more important 
stream than is generally imagined. I was informed that for some distance 
up it was merely the backwater of the Murray; but this idea has been 
dispelled by seeing the current have a downward tendency. During three 
months of the year, at irregular periods, from the uncertainty of the rain 
which influences it, the Darling is navigable for some considerable 
distance. It commences to rise about June or July, and subsides about 
February. It is an ascertained fact that, for three months in the year, 
between August and February, it is navigable for a steamer of even 
greater draught than the “Lady Augusta.”  At no distant period there were 
numerous settlements formed upon it, but from the hostility of the natives 
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in the district, added to the great expense of the carriage of the produce to 
market, which absorbed the value of the produce itself, several stations 
have latterly been abandoned. Another inconvenience resulted from the 
non-residence of any description of artizan within 300 miles of them. 

As soon as the labour market becomes more settled, and the naviga-
tion of the Murray has been fairly opened up, there is every probability of 
the Darling being settled for 500 miles up, as far as Fort Bourke, or 
onwards, till the stations unite with those formed some years ago from the 
northern points, and thus open up a large tract of country, the produce of 
which, by the aid of steamer, there is every likelihood of being carried to 
the South Australian capital. At present there is a settlement about 200 
miles up the Darling from its junction with the Murray, named Minindie, 
at which there are several native reserves made. 

With regard to the Murray, putting all the information I can gather 
together, it is pretty well established that it is navigable for nine months 
of the year, and this embraces that period during which the greatest, if not 
the whole, amount of produce will require shipment. This river, at its 
lowest season, near its junction with the Darling, from the description 
given me by an intelligent native here, is up to a man©s waist, which, 
allowing it to be four feet, would be a perfectly adequate depth for its 
navigation. In this respect it possesses even greater advantages than some 
of the American rivers, which are only navigable, from being frozen over, 
for six months of the year. 

The settlers in this district are evidently gratified at the prospect of the 
resources of the Murray being opened up, and seem to appreciate the 
advantages which are certain to result from it. 

The depth of water where we are at present stationed on the Darling is 
about three fathoms. A little above us there is a punt similar to that at 
Wellington. There was a great deal of traffic on this line of road during 
the rush to the Victoria diggings, it being a favourite route for overland 
parties; but this has abated in a measure now that that excitement has 
somewhat subsided. 

At a little distance from M’Leod©s public-house, this morning, I shot a 
very beautiful crested pigeon, similar to those described in Captain Sturt©s 
work as the crested pigeon of the marshes. They are somewhat smaller 
than the bronze-wing, and more delicately formed. 

One of the lady passengers met with a narrow escape from being 
drowned this morning while bathing in the river, having slipped her foot 
into a hole where the water was beyond her depth. She sunk below the 
water, but eventually recovered her footing, and with the assistance of a 
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lady who accompanied her, regained the shore. Her health for a day or 
two subsequently was seriously affected by it. 

After shipping some firewood, which was finished by three o©clock, 
and taking on board some cargo for Messrs. Jamieson’s Station, as well 
as half a score of natives to assist them as shepherds, we started at three 
o©clock, and proceeded about half-a-mile down the Darling, where the 
junction of the Murray with it takes place, and then proceeded up the 
main stream. 

The country improves very much in appearance, particularly on the 
New South Wales side, being thickly timbered, principally with gum-
trees. We find the wood we shipped at the Darling (peppermint wood) 
very inferior, and, from the small power of steam it generates, we are 
making but little way. Anchored to-night at ten o©clock, having made only 
twenty miles since our departure this afternoon from the Darling 43� . 
Having moonlight now in our favour, we shall, if necessary, be able to 
travel during the night. 

 
Thursday, September 8.–Off again this morning at five o’clock. 

Reached Williams’s Cattle Station at half–past ten o’clock, and eased the 
vessel opposite to it for a quarter of an hour, while the captain and a few 
of the passengers went ashore 44� . There was a crowd of natives 
assembled, eagerly scanning us; some of them of the most extraordinary 
growth, regular Brobdignagians 45� . One man must have been at least six 
feet three inches in height. 

Mrs. Williams, the wife of the owner of this station, was gallantly 
guarding a small piece of cannon, and using the most persevering efforts 
to discharge it, as a salute in honor of our arrival. A native by her side, 
armed with a rusty carbine, kept up a continual clicking with it, in his 
vain endeavours to get it to go off, but both without success. 

The carbine and the cannon (a small boat cannon) are kept by Mrs. 
Williams as a valuable memento of Captain Sturt’s exploratory voyage 
down the Murray, he having brought them with him on that occasion, as 

                                                                         
43�  –Mr Allen continues to have a problem assessing the vessel’s speed so you can ignore his 

20-mile estimate. They’d actually travelled about 14-miles & anchored at around [530-ml]. 
 
44� –William’s “ old”  Station was reckoned to be around [541–542ml]. 
 
45� –Likely a reference to the gigantic inhabitants of the fictional nation of Brobdingnag, as 

featured in the widely read novel “ Gulliver’s Travels”  by Jonathan Swift -1726. 
 
 



THE DARLING. 35

also a cutlass, mounted in a brass sheath, which are always shown as 
precious relics 46� . 

At a quarter to eleven we were on our way again. After proceeding 
about half–a–mile up the river we were gratified to hear, from a shot fired 
from the station in our rear, that our enthusiastic friend Mrs. Williams 
had succeeded in discharging her refractory piece–a most memorable 
shot. 

The country on each side of us improves greatly in appearance, and 
that on the Victoria side is more hilly. There is a great deal of myall scrub 
in this neighbourhood, a species of sandalwood, of which it has a faint 
smell. We have again at intervals the red sandhills, as I have before 
mentioned, appearing principally on the right–hand side of the river. 

At about two o’clock we reached Mildura Station, owned by Messrs. 
Jamieson Brothers, where we drew up to the bank to discharge some 
goods brought from the Darling, as also to take in some more wood 
which had been provided for us. This occupied the remainder of the day; 
and as towards nightfall the weather became very squally, with frequent 
showers of rain, it is not proposed starting again till the morning. 

Messrs. Jamieson’s Station consists of three or four very neat-looking 
slab huts facing the river, and the various other arrangements of it are 
very creditable. Their flock of sheep numbers 10,000. 

Great difficulty is experienced by them in getting their wool to Mel-
bourne, distant from here about 400 miles. The process of carriage is very 
inconvenient. Their station is on the Victoria side of the river, from which 
they have to convey it across the stream bale by bale, in native canoes, 
which, though so very fragile in appearance, are capable of conveying a 
bale of wool across, weighing 400 lbs. After it is all carried across in this 
tedious manner, the drays are loaded, and the wool is conveyed to 
Euston, about 75 miles distant, when it is re-conveyed across the river, 
and taken from thence via Swan Hill to Melbourne. The time usually 
occupied in its carriage is from six weeks to two months, and during the 
last wool season, when the diggings were in full work, and men, from the 
prevalence of the gold fever not to be depended upon, drays have taken 
so long as four months to accomplish their return trip, thus occupying six 
months in performing the journey to Melbourne and back. 

                                                                         
46� –Painstaking research has failed to find any evidence whatsoever to support this claim of 

Allen’s, but there exists ample evidence to suggest that Sturt had NO cannon with him on 
his 1830 expedition down the Murray, &, if he did have one, he certainly did NOT leave it 
at this location: However, in view of the detailed manner in which Allen states his claim, it 
would appear that He believed it. But Allen got it wrong. – See APPENDIX 6#: 
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Considering the great expense and trouble arising out of such delay, it 
will at once be perceived what an incalculable advantage will be derived 
by all the settlers on the Murray, from the means being offered for the 
conveyance of their wool at a much cheaper rate, with more expedition, 
and a less degree of risk, than by the method at present adopted. 

The expense of travelling to Melbourne is also very great, the settlers 
en route thither being subjected to the most enormous expenses. For each 
night on the road, the sum of thirty-five shillings is charged for the 
stabling of a horse, the hay being weighed out in a pair of small scales, 
with other charges in proportion. 

The natives about here appear to be very docile, and make themselves 
useful on the station in shepherding the flocks. Last year a few of them 
assisted in shearing during the season, and, with the exception of being 
rather slow in their operations, I am informed they shear as well as their 
white brethren. It is to be regretted that they are not treated with more 
consideration by the white man. Mr. Jamieson informed me that last year 
great numbers of overland parties passed here en route to the diggings. At 
one time there were as many as 70 to 80 drays encamped near his head 
station. An accident occurring at the Darling to one of the drays, which 
was swamped in crossing the river, the owners of the dray got the 
assistance of the natives to rescue it on the promise of a bag of flour. 
With this understanding they succeeded in landing the dray safely, 
although in the depth of water, after a great amount of labour, and of 
course expected the promised reward; but the owners of the dray, instead 
of fulfilling their promise, acted in the most dastardly manner, and 
practised upon the credulity of the natives by leaving them, in lieu of the 
promised bag of flour, a bag of sand. Such infamous conduct deserves 
publicity, and it is to be hoped that it will have the effect of deterring 
others from a similar line of conduct. The effect it had upon the natives 
was, of course, their distrusting and refusing any assistance to the next 
party similarly situated, who were perhaps liberally inclined to them. 

The river here, Mr. Jamieson informs me, is within an inch of its 
height last year. No inconvenience, however, is suffered from its rising, 
the banks being sufficiently high to prevent the overflow of the water. 

At Messrs. Jamieson’s Station we left the native prisoner, liberated at 
the Darling, who was to proceed the next day on his way back to 
Chapman’s Station. 

There are several troopers stationed here, and consequently police 
protection afforded to the settlers in the district. 
 



THE DARLING. 37

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 
 

________________________ 
 

AS THIS RESEARCHER LACKS SPECIFIC DETAILS RE THE 
MURRAY’S PIONEER HERITAGE, UPSTREAM OF MILDURA, 

THE ANNOTATIONS CEASE AT THIS POINT AND 
RECOMMENCE FROM WHEN THE PARTY RESTARTED FROM 
THE DARLING JUNCTION ON THEIR RETURN TRIP (Pg 60). - 
HOWEVER, AS JAMES ALLEN’S JOURNAL IS, OF ITSELF, A 

HISTORICALLY INTERESTING READ, AND AS IT IS LARGELY 
UNPROCURABLE AT THE PRESENT TIME, THIS 

UNABRIDGED TRANSCRIPT IS HERE CONTINUED (sic) 
WITHOUT ANNOTATIONS. 
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Seen here are the two major cliff types that the Lady Augusta passengers saw on 
their passage through South Australia. – Above are the 26-to-20 million years old 
yellow/beige ‘Limestone’  cliffs that dominate river-scapes between Murray 
Bridge & Kingston: – Below, a good example of the reddish-beige ‘Sandstone’  
cliffs commonly seen between Loxton & the SA border, with the thin 2-million 
years old iron-hard Karoonda Surface dividing - the lower, 5-to-2 million year 
old, semi-consolidated ‘Parilla Sands’  - form the upper, 15-or-so metre, layer of 
1-to-2 million year old ‘Blanchetown Clay’ : - Mr Allen chose to described these 
cliffs on Friday, September 2; as having a somewhat “ sugar-loaf”  appearance. 
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 Classic examples of the style of riverbank encountered in the SA/NSW border 
region [400-405ml], wherein Allen describes on Saturday, September 3; viz; 
“ The banks of the river now have, at times, the appearance of artificial 
embankments, generally about three to four feet in height. The timber here, as 
well as for some fifty or a hundred miles back, is extremely fine, consisting 
principally of gum, which is of very large growth, and loftier than any I have 
seen yet” . 
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Above, is the westerly approach to the “ very singular cliffs” , familiarly named 
Rainbow Cliffs, which James Allen described on Sunday, September 4; as being 
“ composed of different layers of various kinds of earth, the lower of which 
appeared to be gypsum”  [423ml]. … It also heralds the approach to Devil’s 
Elbow, which bedevilled steamer Skippers for many years. The Lady Augusta 
was fortunate to encounter this bend while the river was swollen with floodwater. 
 

The old Elbow was too tight to allow vessels to merely steer around it. It required 
the alternate use of forward & reverse paddle action on one side, or other, of the 
vessel. Many steamer Skippers used the technique of grounding the bow of their 
vessel on the outer apex of the Elbow. Then, by astute manipulation of forward & 
reverse on opposite paddles, they’d swing the stern of the vessel until it pointed 
down the leg of the hairpin along which they wished to travel, & continue their 
journey stern-first, in reverse drive, until they were in sufficiently removed from 
the Elbow’s eddies & whirlpools, to spin the vessel around. … The thumbnail 
maps below illustrate the Elbow before, & after, the 1880s, when floods breached 
the clay peninsula that created the problem, & bypassed the troublesome hairpin. 
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Friday, September 9.–Started this morning at five, and brought the steamer up 

at ten o’clock to procure a fresh supply of wood, where there was an extensive 
forest of pines, situated along the Victoria side of the river.  Pine timber, when 
dry, makes excellent fuel, it being easily ignited; and though its consumption is 
very rapid, it is found to be more advantageous as affecting speed than any other 
wood at present tested.  Dry gum also makes good fuel, but is not so readily 
obtained at present, on account of the flood, as pine. 

We left the wooding station at two o©clock. From the good quality of wood we 
shipped, we made good way this afternoon, and towards dusk arrived at 
Carwarp, Messrs. McGrath Brothers Station, where we anchored for the night. 
There are 10,000 sheep at this station. 

 
Saturday, September 10.–Left McGrath©s at five this morning, and arrived at 

McPherson©s Station, named Papaulin, by three o’clock.  Here we stopped for a 
few minutes.  The land in this neighbourhood I am told is very fertile, and so I 
am led to suppose from the very fine vegetables that were produced there. A 
cauliflower that was taken on board measured at least two feet in circumference. 
The flock at this station consists of 6,000. 

Reached Kulkyne, Keane and Orr©s Station, at nine o’clock, where we brought 
up for the night.  The stations along the river generally speaking have names, 
originally, I suppose, given by the natives, which, as they are recognised by 
government, they continue to bear.  Messrs. Keane and Orr have about 17,000 
sheep.  This station is situated about half-a-mile inland, over a “billy-bong” (the 
native name for a small creek or backwater), which consists of the residence of 
the owners, with several small huts and outbuildings. The whole arrangements of 
the station are very interesting. 

In this neighbourhood, situated a few miles inland, there are several lakes, 
called the Moornpool Lakes, from which the settlers in the neighbourhood obtain 
a supply of salt of good quality for their own use, as well as for sale at the 
Victoria Diggings.  Near Moorana, Mr. Bagot©s station, which we passed a few 
days ago, there is also a lake of the same description, the salt of which is used by 
the settlers as I have above mentioned. 

This evening being beautifully clear, and the moon shedding a grateful light, 
many of the passengers, including ladies, took a stroll through the woods 
contiguous to the vessel, while others amused themselves by making bonfires, 
which lit up the whole prospect for some distance around; the beautiful effect of 
which it is necessary to see to appreciate.  With the exception of the presence of 
the ladies, you might well imagine it to be a bush encampment.  Unfortunately an 
accident occurred to one of the firemen of the “Lady Augusta”  this evening, who, 
falling some twenty feet or so from the branch of a tree, while endeavouring to 
procure wood for supplying the fire, sustained a severe injury. 

 
Sunday, September 11.–We continue stationed here this day (Sunday).  Divine 

service, according to our usual practice, was held on board in the morning, at 
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which, besides the passengers, several persons connected with the station 
attended. 

During their leisure hours the passengers amused themselves by a walk to the 
station, about half-a-mile distant. In the evening, the natives, of which there were 
a good number, assembled, principally connected with the station, favoured us 
with a corroboree. They seem to be a much finer race than those we have hitherto 
seen. 

 
Monday, September 12.–Started from Messrs. Keane and Orr©s at half-past six 

this morning, and at ten o©clock brought the vessel up for the purpose of 
wooding.  The banks alongside of which the steamer is lying are very precipitous, 
and formed of red sand.  The wood is launched from the top of the bank, about 
forty feet in height, and on falling to the water©s edge is shipped on board the 
vessel. 

There seems to he good pasturage land in this neighbourhood. During our 
stay, a large flock of sheep, shepherded by natives, came in view, who, not 
having heard of our arrival, expressed great astonishment. 

We started from here about ten o©clock, making, on an average, from four to 
five miles per hour.  The weather is beautifully clear and fine, and forms an 
agreeable change to the inclement weather lately experienced by us.  There is no 
change whatever in the character of the country, and we have as yet perceived no 
diminution in the width of the river.  The banks are generally flooded over, in 
some places for half-a-mile back on either side, and the appearance of the various 
lights and shades through the trees, the lower part of the stems of which are 
immersed in water, has a peculiarly pleasing effect. 

On one or two occasions, from steaming in by the bank of the river to avoid 
the force of the current, the vessels have run foul of timber, which protruded out 
into the stream, but without doing us any material damage. 

This evening our proceedings were enlivened by a dance under the awning of 
the “Eureka”  (as on several occasions before), and from the spirit with which it 
was entered into it was peculiarly pleasing.  We have a small band of musicians 
on board, formed from some of the crew, the performances of whom are very 
creditable. 

 
Tuesday, September 13.–We steamed on all night, expecting to reach Euston 

every hour, which was calculated to be not far distant; but from the want of 
minuteness in the charts of the Murray now in use, there can be no correct 
calculation made as to distances.  The windings of the river in several instances 
are very imperfectly given on them. 

This morning, shortly before daylight, a comet appeared in the eastern hemi-
sphere, about ten degrees above the horizon, with a tail extending to about fifteen 
degrees. From its elevation, it is surprising that we have not seen it before.  On 
the first view of it it had the appearance of a rocket, which some of the men on 
watch thought to be fired from a station in our neighbourhood; but the idea, of 
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course, was dispelled by its continuance.  The natives consider it a sign of death 
amongst them. 

During the night we passed several native camps on the side of the river, the 
fires of which threw a gloomy light over the water. Passed a station about 
midnight, the name of the occupant of which I did not learn.  We occasionally, as 
we pass stations, fire a salute from small pieces of cannon fixed on our bow. 
 
 

_____________________________ 
 
 

EUSTON. 
 
At ten o’clock this morning we reached Euston, where we brought up. 
Euston is a Government township, situated on the New South Wales side of 

the river, at which there is a Resident Commissioner of Grown Lands, Mr. Cole.  
There is a police-station here, the Commissioner being allowed one European 
sergeant and six native police as a protection for the district, but at present the 
force is scarcely organised.  At Moorana, late Mr. Bagot©s Station, the Albert 
Commissioner has the same number of native police and a sergeant attached to 
his service.  In the township of Euston there are several plots of land about to be 
sold by Government.  A Government reserve around the township takes in about 
twenty-five square miles, at the extremity of which Mr. Morey has a run with 
about 7,000 sheep on it.  There is also a public-house here, kept by Mr. A. Gibbs, 
who has a sheep station in this district, with a flock of 5,000.  The settlement of 
Euston at present consists of a commodiously-built Government cottage, with a 
good garden attached to it, in which Mr. Cole resides, a police-station, and a 
public-house, which are generally to be found together in these small settlements, 
I suppose as a counter-action, and five or six small cottages.  Some portions of 
the land in this neighbourhood, although at a considerable elevation above the 
present level of the river, was completely flooded last year by its overflow.  The 
heat here during the summer season, I am told, is most excessive, and there being 
no trees within some distance of the township, there is not the least shelter 
afforded from the rays of the sun.  The runs in the neighbourhood afford fine 
pasturage for cattle, and I hear that since a settlement has been established here, 
new kinds of grass have sprung up, on which the cattle thrive remarkably, and 
which it is proposed to take advantage of for fattening cattle for the Adelaide and 
Melbourne markets. 

Benanee Lake, a fine sheet of water, is situated about seven miles from 
Euston, in the neighbourhood of which there is a fine sheep country. 

The “Mary Ann” passed this township yesterday morning. 
Started from Euston at half-past one o©clock, and reached Mr. John Grant©s 

station at two. Mr. Grant has a flock of 6,000 sheep. 
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To show the circuitous route the river takes in some places, I my mention that 
the distance across a narrow peninsula formed here by the curve of the river is 
about a quarter of a mile, whereas the distance by the river is fully ten miles.  
Canals cut in such places would be found of advantage. 

Left Grant©s station at half-past two o©clock, and arrived at Meilman, Mr. 
Ross©s station, shortly after midnight 

 
Wednesday, September 14.–We remain at Ross©s station this morning for the 

purpose of wooding.  Mr. Ross had formerly 5,000 sheep on his runs, but lately, I 
believe, 7,000 additional have arrived from Bathurst – thus increasing the 
number to 12,000, which are about being shorn, the wool to be sent by the “Lady 
Augusta”  on her next trip. 

A considerable trade, I understand, is likely to be opened up with New South 
Wales by the Victoria settlers, in the purchase of store sheep, to be brought 
overland and fattened, and with which it is purposed to supply the Adelaide and 
Melbourne markets, the wool in the meantime to be shorn, and sent per steamer 
to Adelaide. 

Mr. Jamieson, to whom I am indebted for much information, and who has 
accompanied us from Mildura station, purposing to proceed to Swan Hill, 
informs me that this trade will be considerable, if advantageous purchases of 
sheep can continue to be made. Already several lots of this description have been 
brought over from Bathurst and other places. 

To show the inconvenience resulting from the present system of the convey-
ance of the wool to Melbourne, I may mention that the drays by which Mr. Ross 
sent his wool last season have not yet returned, although seven or eight months 
have elapsed, and consequently he has not received his return supplies. 

While wooding this morning, the men belonging to the vessel were subjected 
to much interference from some of the shepherds on the station, who were 
intoxicated, and who became so abusive, from Captain Cadell refusing them the 
sale of any spirits, as to lead to a quarrel.  They became so violent in their 
conduct to Mr. Copeland, the first mate of the “Eureka,”  as to result in an open 
battle between them, who, though attacked by three of them at once, succeeded in 
giving them a sound thrashing, and sent them away with broken heads to repent 
over their conduct.  They slunk away in the most abject manner, although they 
had bragged before the encounter, in the most absurd language, of what they 
would do.  Mr. Ross, the owner of the station, expressed his satisfaction at their 
thus receiving their desserts. 

It will be a matter of great regret if steamers trading on the river make a 
practice of supplying spirituous liquors to men employed at the different stations, 
who are too ready to take advantage of such a course.  It will prove a 
counteraction to the advantages to be gained by the trade of the steamers, from 
the men engaged by the settlers being unfitted for the duties which they agree to 
perform.   One influential settler on the Murray declared that, sooner than such a 
course should be pursued, he would relinquish the anticipated advantages to be 
gained on the other hand.  I am glad to say that the impolicy of this course 
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Captain Cadell is fully alive to, who has refused most scrupulously in every case, 
in the passage of the “Lady Augusta”  up the river, any supply of intoxicating 
liquors, which he sees would have such an injurious effect. 

After accomplishing the shipment of our wood at Ross©s station, we left our 
moorings about half-past eight o©clock a.m., and proceeded on our course up the 
river.  Passed McCallum©s station about mid-day, at which there are 13,000 
sheep, and reached the junction of the Murrumbidgee by ten o©clock.  At half-past 
ten o©clock we sighted the “Mary Ann” steamer, which was moored by the bank 
of the river, and continued steaming until midnight, when me anchored.  From 
the force of the current where we were stationed, the “Lady Augusta”  lay over on 
her side to such a degree as to cause great inconvenience to the passengers, the 
declivity being so great as to affect the safety of the occupants of the sleeping 
berths in the saloon, many of whom, as a preventative against tumbling out on 
the floor, were necessitated to rise.  This discomfort, however, was soon rectified 
by the vessel being trimmed to her natural level. 

 
Thursday, September 15.–The “Mary Ann” passed us at five o©clock this 

morning, before we were under weigh.  About eight o©clock we started, and 
reached Mr. James Hamilton©s station shortly afterwards, when we hauled up to 
take in wood lying on the bank for us.  Mr. Hamilton has 6,000 sheep on his run.  
The station is situated on a very pretty elevation, and the prospect of the country 
around is very pleasing.  There were great numbers of natives about the station; 
they seem generally to attach themselves to the settlements along the Murray, 
making themselves very useful in assisting the settlers in their various 
occupations. 

Arrived at one of Mr. Phelp©s out stations (his head station being situated on 
the Murrumbidgee), at ten o©clock, when we brought up to discharge some cargo.  
Here we met with the “Mary Ann” again, which had arrived a short time before 
us.  She is not a very elegant looking boat; is flat-bottomed, and capable of 
carrying about 15 or 20 tons.  She was built by Messrs. Randall, at their station a 
little below Moorundee, and, though of rather rough construction, is very 
creditable, considering the facilities they had for building her. 

I may introduce here, I think with propriety, a few particulars of the passage 
of the “Mary Ann” up the river so far:- 

 
The “Mary Ann”  started from Messrs. Randall©s station, half-way between Wellington 

and Moorundee, at one o©clock on 15th September, and brought up at Taylor©s that night.  
On the 16th, reached Luscombe©s station.  On the 17th, after proceeding for a short 
distance, hauled up with a leak in the boiler, which occupied the whole of the 18th in 
repairing.  On the 19th the boiler leaked again, and they were obliged to put up at Poole for 
repairs.  On the 20th she reached Moorundee, and the following day, being Sunday, she 
remained till the subsequent morning a few miles above Moorundee. … On Monday night, 
the 22nd, she reached the North-West Bend;  and on Tuesday, the 23rd, moored by the 
river’s bank.  On Wednesday, the 24th, reached Wigley’s station.  25th, passed the Yarra, 
and stayed by the river bank.  26th, Friday, moored by the bank of the river.  27th, Saturday, 
fetched Chapman’s station, and remained over Sunday. … 29th, stayed by the river bank, 
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having made a good day’s work.  30th, passed Jawley’s, near the boundary of the Colony, 
and shortly afterwards made Bob and Harry’s station.  Previously to this she had been 
working under pressure, but on the 30th she put full pressure on.  On the 31st, encamped 
just above Yamborough.  September 1st, moored by the river bank.  2nd, reached Moorana, 
Mr. Bagot’s station, in the morning, and brought up a few miles beyond it.  On the 3rd, 
passed the Darling about two o’clock, and anchored some distance off by the river side.  
4th, being Sunday, remained stationary. … On the 5th, reached Jamieson’s station, and 
anchored for the night.  6th, stopped by the river bank.  On the 7th, passed McGrath’s 
station, and stayed in the evening by the river side.  On the 9th, reached Keane and Orr’s 
station, travelling all night.  10th, made very little way, the weather being squally.  11th, 
Sunday, spelled. … 12th, passed Euston and Grant’s station, and brought up a mile 
beyond.  13th, reached Ross’s station, and came to anchor a little beyond McCallum’s, at 
ten o’clock.  14th, anchored a little beyond the junction of the Murrumbidgee.  15th, moored 
at Phelps’s station about seven o’clock. 

 
This brings us up to the date of our meeting.  The “Mary Ann,”  with 20 tons 

on board, which is the outside of her burden, draws three feet of water; light, 
about twelve inches.  When launched with the engine, which is of six-horse 
power, but without the boiler, she drew only seven inches.  Mr. William Randall, 
who is the builder of the “Mary Ann,”  and who has also brought her so far up the 
Murray, certainly deserves praise for the persevering way in which he has 
prosecuted his expedition so far; and though at present, from the small dimen-
sions of the boat, she can be of no great advantage to him, as far as the trade on 
the Murray is concerned, yet his efforts may, I hope, ultimately  benefit him. 

We left Phelps©s station about twelve o©clock, and shortly afterwards passed 
the junction of the Wakool, sometimes called the Logan, and anchored at two 
o©clock the following morning at Pyangill, Coghill©s station. 

 
Friday, September 16.–Stopped to wood at ten o©clock a.m., and remained for 

a couple of hours.  The distance to Swan Hill from this point is eighteen miles by 
land, and at least treble the distance by water.  We expect to reach Swan Hill to-
morrow morning. At the wooding station we left the “Eureka”  in charge of 
Captain Robertson and his crew, to remain there until our return from Swan Hill.  
The “Mary Ann” steamer, from the detention we experienced on several 
occasions, had passed us, but we have now finally left her in our rear.  Brought 
up about six o©clock, the weather being very squally, with heavy showers of rain. 

 
Saturday, September 17.–Started at half-past two o©clock this morning, and 

reached Beveridge©s station by six o©clock, where we remained for a short time.  
The river here has the appearance of a canal, and the character of the country has 
quite changed, being very open, with extensive plains, principally flooded, and 
the banks of the river occasionally covered with dense beds of reeds.  For the last 
100 miles the river becomes much more intricate for navigation, being 
considerably narrower and more winding in its course than we have hitherto 
experienced; but the depth of water is quite adequate for any purpose, and our 
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passage has been prosecuted, from the good management of those in command, 
most successfully. 

Left Beveridge©s station at nine o©clock.  Shortly after starting, we arrived at a 
branch of the Murray which joins again with it a few miles on.  The Captain, 
instead of proceeding by the main stream, took the branch to our right, which was 
the cause of a great saving in distance, as also of avoiding the current, which is 
more powerful in the river.  Arrived at Swan Hill at a quarter past ten o©clock, 
where we anchored. 
 
 

________________________  
 
 

SWAN HILL. 
 
The arrival of the “Lady Augusta”  at Swan Hill evidently appeared to take the 

inhabitants of this settlement by surprise.  Though they were in the expectation of 
the arrival of the steamer, yet they seemed hardly alive to the realisation of the 
fact, and were apparently non-plussed by the imposing appearance of the “Lady 
Augusta”  in the river immediately before them.  They were not long, however, in 
reconciling themselves to the welcome fact, and expressed most cordially their 
satisfaction. 

It is intended to remain here till Monday morning, when we shall probably 
take a trip of two or three days further up the river; but as yet nothing has been 
decided in the matter. 

Swan Hill is a Government township, situated on the Victoria side of the 
river, and distant from Melbourne 210 miles.  There are altogether in the 
settlement about half-a-dozen houses, including a comfortable inn, kept by Mr. 
James Rutherford, with several buildings attached to it, and the huts of a few men 
engaged in building for the Government.  On a slight elevation behind the 
township there is a police-station in the course of erection, constructed something 
in the style of an American log hut; and the erection of several other buildings is, 
I believe, contemplated by the Government.  There is a Court of Petty Sessions 
established, and a Resident Police Magistrate is expected shortly.  A detachment 
of police is stationed here, consisting of six men and a sergeant, as also Mr. 
Meade, the Clerk of Court.  Four or five of the police were formerly Adelaide 
men, and, I understand, give great satisfaction. 

A private punt is stationed on the river, similar to those used at Wellington 
and the Darling. 

The amount of land at present sold in the township of Swan Hill is compara-
tively small; but there is now every probability, from the navigation of the river 
being opened up, of a ready sale being effected. 

Great difficulty is experienced in getting the necessary stores up from 
Melbourne, drays having been on the road three month, and have not yet arrived.  
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This difficulty may be readily imagined from the enormous charges made at the 
store at Swan Hill for necessaries.  The following scale will give an idea of the 
prices:- Flour, 2s. per lb.; coarse flannel, 8s. per yard; spirits, per glass, 2s.; 
needles, 2s. per packet; and other articles in proportion. 

There is a Post-Office established at Swan Hill. The mail for Melbourne 
leaves every Friday, and brings the return post on the following Thursday.  We 
had consequently arrived too late for the Friday©s mail, which started yesterday; 
but to obviate this difficulty, and forward the intelligence of our arrival so far 
successfully, His Excellency Sir Henry Young dispatched an express, who 
would, in all probability, overtake the mailman before he had proceeded any 
great distance. 

The “Mary Ann” arrived at Swan Hill at five o©clock, four hours after the 
“Lady Augusta.”  

There is very little at Swan Hill of any interest at present. Half-a-dozen 
houses, situated at a few hundred yards from the river©s bank, among which the 
inn takes a conspicuous position, with a stockyard or two immediately adjacent, 
comprises the whole that is to be seen; and yet this mite of a settlement will, in 
all probability, before many years have passed over our heads, become an im-
portant township, and from its central position as affecting the navigation of the 
Murray, form the nucleus of commerce for an almost illimitable space around. 

The distance of Swan Hill from the Loddon, at the point where the Melbourne 
road crosses, is forty miles; from the Avon, about fifty.  The Murray takes a 
winding course past the township, and averages in depth, at this season, from 
three to four fathoms.  It is about 120 yards in width.  It has ceased to rise; at 
present remaining nearly stationary. 

Much of the land adjacent to the river is flooded over, and covered with dense 
beds of reeds, fifteen to twenty feet in height.  This does not apply to the town-
ship, which is sufficiently elevated to protect it from the water, as is also the 
country situated behind it.  The land in the neighbourhood is considered favour-
able for agriculture, but at present no advantage in that respect has been taken of 
it.  Lake Tyrrell, twenty miles in circumference, is situated near Swan Hill, from 
which the settlers are supplied with salt of very good quality. 

The night has set in beautifully clear, and the moon throwing her resplendent 
light over the waters presents a most enchanting sight.  The “Mary Ann” lies a 
few yards astern, and adds much to the interest of the scene. 

The comet, which I have before noticed, has been visible for the last few 
mornings, but is now fading from our view. 

I may here mention a very singular phenomenon which appeared at Swan Hill 
some two years ago, and which has been so well authenticated, both by the 
natives and the settlers in the district, as to leave no doubt as to its occurrence.  
About a month previous to the Christmas of 1851, a small dark cloud was seen to 
rise above the horizon, towards the north-west.  Immediately after its appearance 
it emitted a flash of fire, succeeded by a rumbling noise like thunder, or the 
trampling of a large body of horse, but considerably louder, and passed over to 
the east, dispersing itself like smoke.  The day was remarkably bright and clear, 
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with a perfectly unclouded sky.  Its passage occupied from four to five minutes, 
and the noise resulting from the discharge of the flash, I am told, was most 
terrific.  The natives were dreadfully alarmed, and even to this day have a vivid 
recollection of the circumstance.  This account is not in the least exaggerated, 
and, if the occurrence had not been well authenticated by respectable settlers in 
the neighbourhood, I should not have described it in my journal.  As it is, it will 
be food for speculative minds, and interest those fond of the marvellous. 

 
Sunday, September 18.–Divine service was held on shore this morning under 

the verandah of the inn, a short distance from the vessel.  Mr. Davies, a Baptist 
minister, arriving by the “Mary Ann,”  after reading the Church Service, gratified 
us by preaching an excellent sermon, the text being taken from Acts xvi., and part 
of the 31st verse–“What shall I do to be saved.”   His Excellency Sir Henry Young 
was present at the service.  The passengers and many of the crew belonging to the 
“Lady Augusta,”  as well as several of the residents at Swan Hill, attended. 

This is the first public religions service which has been held at Swan Hill, and 
for this and other reasons was peculiarly impressive, having the effect of making 
us all, I think I may say, feel truly grateful for the providential protection 
extended to us on our journey so far. 

During the day the lady and gentlemen passengers by the “Lady Augusta”  
took a ramble round the settlement of Swan Hill.  There is not much to interest 
one, but the beautiful weather compensated in a measure for the absence of all 
else. 

I took a stroll, accompanied by a friend, up the river as far as the mile hut.  
We killed a snake on our way, measuring four feet in length, and similar to the 
brown snake found in South Australia, but which, I believe, are not poisonous.  
Snakes are very numerous about Swan Hill; but, with the exception of the 
diamond snake, they are generally harmless. 

One source of amusement to the settlers in this part is emu hunting, of which 
there are great numbers near the settlement.  Mr. Meade, the Clerk of the Court at 
Swan Hill, shot one the day previous to our arrival, a very fine bird, the skin of 
which was preserved, and has been presented to a lady on board the “Lady 
Augusta.”   A few swans are to be seen on the river, or about the lagoons–thus the 
name of Swan Hill. 

The Superintendent of the Royal Banking Company©s Westmeath Station 
having arrived here this morning, and consulted with Captain Cadell with 
reference to the shipment of 200 bales of wool, of last year©s clip, on board the 
“Eureka,”  at the point down the river where she was left for that purpose, it was 
resolved, … on finding that a week must elapse before the 200 bales could he 
conveyed from the station to where the “Eureka”  was lying (17 miles distant), 
and shipped on board of her, … to proceed a couple of days© journey up the river, 
so that the steamer might return in time to meet the “Eureka”  when the shipment 
of the wool had been effected.  By this arrangement no loss of time would be 
sustained, and an advantage would be derived from demonstrating the naviga-
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bility of the Murray for a still greater distance than Swan Hill, which was the 
proposed terminus of the journey on leaving Adelaide. 

 
Monday, September 19.–The “Lady Augusta”  got under weigh at two o©clock 

this afternoon, and, according to the resolution made yesterday of proceeding 
further up the Murray, we shaped our course that way. 

At Swan Hill we left Mr. Bright, who had accompanied us from Adelaide, he 
being about to proceed overland to Melbourne, distant about five days© journey. 

At a few hundred yards up the river there is a stream branching off to the 
right, called by the natives the Marabeet, but in reality the junction of the River 
Loddon with the Murray.  It is about eighty yards in width. 

The river is extremely circuitous after passing Swan Hill, bounded on each 
side with dense beds of reed, from ten to fifteen feet in height for some distance, 
and which in some places had been set fire to by the blacks.  There is, however, a 
fully adequate depth of water here for any reasonable purpose, varying from three 
and a-half to four fathoms. 

The dark figures of the natives, paddling their canoes through the reeds, 
fishing, has a peculiarly strange appearance, their heads only being visible 
through the reeds, and floating along without any perceptible support.  The 
country here is very flat, and not a tree is to be seen for some distance around. 

Reached Pyke©s Station at a quarter to three o©clock, where we hauled up for a 
short period.  Mr. Pyke has 20,000 sheep, this being his head station.  The 
natives assembled here on our arrival in great numbers, and the ludicrous way in 
which they expressed their astonishment at the steamer was most amusing. 

Left Pyke’s Station at half-past three o©clock, and brought up at eight o©clock, 
purposing to procure a supply of wood in the morning. 

 
Tuesday, September 20.–Commenced wooding this morning early, but, in the 

accomplishment of this, some difficulty was experienced from the land being so 
swampy, the men having to wade up to their knees in water to reach a narrow slip 
of land between the river and a lagoon, on which the wood was to be procured. 

The “Mary Ann” steamer, which we left at Swan Hill, passed us this morning 
at 5 o©clock, while we lay at anchor, having, I presume, travelled all night. 

After getting the wood on board, started at nine o©clock a.m., and hauled up or 
the purpose of wooding again about three o©clock. 

The country appears very open and slightly wooded, and the river, from the 
low banks on either side covered with reed, has a very singular and perfectly un-
English appearance, the stream having an average width of 150 yards.  Several 
passengers on board, who had formerly resided in India, say that the river, as also 
the aspect of the country around, very much resemble Indian scenery. 

Passed a branch of the Loddon to our right, leading into the Murray, and 
which, with the stream I have before mentioned as the Marabeet, near Swan Hill, 
but recognised by the Government as the Loddon, forms an island of same 80 to 
100 miles in length. 
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After wooding we started again, and reached Mr. Hogg©s Station at a quarter 
past eight o©clock, where we remained for the night. Mr. Hogg has 5,000 sheep. 
He has latterly sold 6,000 at the Victoria diggings, which has diminished his 
stock to its present number. This station is about twenty-eight miles from Swan 
Hill by land, and by water at least triple that distance. About four tons of wood 
lie here for us, which it is intended to ship in the morning. 

 
Wednesday, September 21.–Started at twelve o©clock a.m. There is nothing 

particular to remark in the appearance of the country.  Reached Campbell©s 
Station early in the evening.  This station is situated about two-and-a-half miles 
inland. The Captain, accompanied by two of the passengers and a native guide, 
proceeded to it, and returned late in the evening. 

According to our usual practice we lit some famous bonfires on the land, the 
wood for the purpose lying about in great abundance.  We had the advantage in 
this of the scientific knowledge of the stokers of the “Lady Augusta,”  who, 
notwithstanding their being engaged with their furnaces all day, took as much 
delight in this amusement as any one. 

 
Thursday, September 22.–We remain here this morning to recruit the crew 

with a rest, it being intended to return from this point to-morrow.  It is now 
calculated that we have travelled by the river from the Goolwa 1,400 miles, and 
have so far demonstrated the navigation of the Murray to be perfectly practicable. 

Captain Cadell©s engagements in the conveyance of wool on his return will 
prevent his pursuing his journey further up the river, though every way inclined 
to do so.  There is not, however, for one moment a question as to the perfect 
navigability of the Murray as far as Albury at certain periods of the year, and 
which no doubt before long will be fully established. 

This morning, a couple of conveyances arrived from Mr. Campbell©s to 
convey the ladies over to the station, as well as some saddle-horses for the 
gentlemen. The distance across is only half-an-hour©s ride.  There is a creek 
branching off from the Murray, a short distance above our moorings, called the 
Gunbower, which runs up past Mr. Campbell©s station.  Some of the party, 
including myself, preferring an excursion on the water to equestrian movements, 
determined to row the boat up to the station, being informed it was only five 
miles distant by water, but which turned out to be, from the winding course of the 
creek, exactly double the distance.  We did not repent of our trip, however, but 
enjoyed it exceedingly, and returned late in the afternoon, having rowed, since 
our departure from the vessel, twenty miles. 

The Gunbower is merely a backwater, formed by the increase of the Murray, 
and in the summer season, I understand, is dry. The scenery along its banks is 
extremely beautiful, and every association tended to make us perfectly enchanted 
with our trip. 

Mr. Campbell©s house, a large and commodious building, is situated on the 
Gunbower, and the hospitality with which we were all treated there by the host 
and hostess was very gratifying.  Mr. Campbell is a rather extensive owner of 
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cattle.  His stock consists of 13,000 sheep, a large number of horned cattle (about 
500), and 50 horses.  The labour employed principally by him is that of the 
natives, of which there are about fifty on the station; they make themselves 
exceedingly useful in the various operations of it.  I noticed a large proportion of 
children among them, and was told that from the non-prevalence of infanticide, 
as is the case with the generality of the native tribes, their number is increasing. 

The ladies returned from Mr. Campbell©s to the vessel in the afternoon, after a 
pleasant ride, and expressed themselves quite delighted with their journey. 
 
 

________________________ 
 

 
RETURN TRIP. 

 
Friday, September 23.–Started this morning at eleven o©clock, and after 

proceeding for a short distance up the river, turned the vessel, and proceeded 
down the stream. 

Mr. and Mrs. Campbell and sister accompanied us for a few miles down the 
river.  Several natives, in charge of horses to meet them on their landing, and by 
which they were to be enabled to return to their home, cantered along by the side 
of the river; they display some amount of skill in horsemanship.  One native had 
a peculiarly military appearance, from his long blanket hung from his shoulders, 
flowing loosely in the wind.  Shortly afterwards our visitors landed, and we 
proceeded on our downward passage. 

The current being with us our speed is much increased.  After being a couple 
of hours on our way we met with some obstruction from a large tree, which had 
fallen across the river since our passage up.  By some accident the steamer ran 
foul of this, and rode completely over a large portion of it, turning her over 
nearly on her beam-ends.  A few immaterial breakages, however, were the only 
results of the collision. 

 
Saturday September 24.–Started at seven o©clock this morning and reached 

Swan Hill at two o©clock, where we remained till five; and again starting, reached 
Beveridge©s station about dusk, and anchored in the centre of the stream for the 
night. 

 
Sunday, September 25.–We remained here all day. Mr. Beveridge©s stock 

consists of 11,000 sheep, 3,000 horned cattle, and nearly 100 horses.  Adjacent to 
the river, Mr. Beveridge has a fine garden, in which vegetables of most 
descriptions grow with great luxuriance. 

I was interested here by a specimen, shown to me by Mr. Beveridge, of the 
Luanna (or Lowan) bird, or pheasant turkey of the Murray, named by the natives 
mayaerko.  These birds are peculiar to this part of the Murray, and are very rarely 
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to be procured.  The following is a short description:– There is no visible 
difference between the male and female bird. The head resembles much the 
English hen pheasant, with a short beak.  The back is like that of a grouse, striped 
with white and brown feathers, and the breast similar to that of a partridge, of a 
black and whity-brown colour. The tail is similar to that of a pheasant©s, but the 
birds themselves are much larger, about the size of turkey poults.  They have four 
claws to their feet, but no spurs.  They, very singularly, lay their eggs in the sand 
in heaps, where they are hatched by the heat of the sun.  The flesh of these birds 
is excellent eating, the eggs are much larger than those of turkeys, and are 
considered great delicacies. 

 
Monday, September 26.–Started from Beveridge©s at twelve o©clock a.m. 

Reached Coghill©s station about three o©clock, and at six o©clock reached the 
“Eureka,”  the attendant cargo-boat of the “Lady Augusta,”  which we left behind 
on our passage up the river. Here Captain Cadell met with the Superintendent of 
the Royal Bank©s Westmeath Station, and found that to wait at this point for the 
wool to he conveyed overland from the station, which was 17 miles distant, 
would cause several day©s detention. He therefore resolved to take the steamer up 
the Wackool, on which the station was situated.  The junction of the Wackool is 
twenty miles below this point, and the Royal Bank Westmeath Station is about 60 
miles up by water, as near as can be calculated. 

 
Tuesday, September 27.–We started from our moorings at seven o©clock, 

according to the determination arrived at yesterday, and at three o©clock reached 
the junction of the Wackool. 

In the last twenty miles of our passage we experienced some difficulty from 
the sinuous course of the river, which thereby caused some delay to us. This part 
of the river is the most intricate for navigation from the Goolwa to Swan Hill, but 
this difficulty will soon be overcome by a little experience. 

The width of the Wackool (or more properly speaking the Logan, till the 
junction of the Edward River with it, when it takes the name of Wackool), at its 
mouth is about 100 yards, and it averages in depth from four to five fathoms. The 
river is very straight, and with but comparatively few snags in it.  The banks on 
each side of us have a considerable elevation, and the land is thickly wooded, the 
timber being of remarkably fine growth, principally blue gum.  There is, 
comparatively, but a slight current in this river. 

A mile before reaching Grierson©s Station a boat was sent on shore to bring off 
the Superintendent of the Royal Bank Station and Mr. Grierson, who were 
awaiting us on the bank of the river. 

Arrived at Purora, Mr. Grierson©s station, at a quarter-past seven o©clock, 
where the vessels were moored for the night.  Mr. Grierson©s station is on the 
lefthand bank of the river proper.  He has 3,000 sheep, and about 800 horned 
cattle.  Mr Grierson©s station is calculated to be about 20 miles by water from the 
mouth of the Wackool. 
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Wednesday, September 28.–Off at six o©clock, and reached the Wackool Inn, 
kept by Mr, John Talbett, at a quarter to seven o©clock. 

Passed the junction of the Edward River branching off to our left, at half-past 
seven o©clock.  The soundings here vary from two and a-half to five fathoms, and 
on some occasions no bottom at five and a-half. 

At half-past nine o©clock, passed a branch of the river to our left, which, 
joining with the main stream a short distance further on, forms a small island.  
Immediately at its junction with the parent stream, there is a rocky bar across the 
river of red sandstone, leaving a channel of about twenty yards in width.  The 
soundings in this channel were, in the shallowest parts, from three feet to a 
fathom.  We succeeded in passing this bar without difficulty.  This, of course, 
will be a bar to the navigation of the river, except at its fullest season.  The 
disadvantage, however, occurring from this obstruction could easily he overcome 
by the settlers on the river, who, with a little labour, might remove the bar or 
deepen the channel, so as to allow a free passage at low water. 

Arrived at Poonboon, or Westmeath–our destination–at half-past ten o©clock, 
where we remained for the purpose of shipping 220 bales of wool lying on the 
banks of the river. 

Here the ceremony of shipping the first bale of wool was performed shortly 
after our arrival.  The first wool-pack was accordingly rolled down the bank of 
the river to the plank communicating with the vessel, and then passed on board 
jointly by Mrs. Younghusband, Mrs. Finniss, and Miss Younghusband.  The bale 
of wool was then hoisted up to the masthead of the “Eureka,”  with a sailor seated 
upon it, and on his giving the signal a gun was fired, which was succeeded by 
three cheers for the first shipment of wool on the Murray, and again by three 
more for the success of the present expedition.  The scene altogether had a very 
pleasing effect, and the appearance of the ladies, who were collected on the top 
of the wool bales, which were piled up along the bank was highly picturesque.  
After this ceremony was gone through, the crew retired to drink success to the 
commerce of the Murray, the passengers at the same time repeating the toast: one 
gentleman facetiously wishing Captain Cadell “Success to his wool-gathering.”   
The rest of the day was occupied in loading the wool, which, with the exception 
of a few bales, was finished by nightfall. 

This station is one of the Royal Bank of Australia©s, named Westmeath, or by 
the natives Poonboon. Mr. W. A. Liscombe is the Resident Superintendent.  This 
Company have two stations on the Edward River, viz., Nyne Station with 40,000 
sheep, and Denilinquin, the head station, with 60,000 sheep upon it.  Of the for-
mer, Mr. W. Liscombe is the manager; and of Denilinquin, Mr. W. A. Hammond. 
They have also two cattle stations, one on the Nemur River, on the back part of 
the Edward, with 3,000 to 4,000 head of cattle; and another on the Murray, 
between Swan Hill and Albury, named Ulutny, of which Mr. Arthur Seaton is the 
manager.  The number of sheep on this station (Poonboon) ready for shearing, is 
12,000. 

During the last twelve months, the stock on all the Royal Bank stations has 
been greatly reduced, from the heavy amount of sales of sheep effected. At 
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Poonboon, the stock of 20,000 on the station last year has been diminished to 
12,000; at Nyne Station from 40,000 to 20,000; at Denilinquin (the head station), 
from 60,000 to 40,000. The scarcity of labour, and the great difficulty experi-
enced in getting their wool to Melbourne, has been the cause of their thus realis-
ing on their stock. Last year fat sheep fetched 12s. 6d. taken off the run; and this 
year as much as 16s. to 18s. This, of course, was more profitable than the 
production of wool, which, with the enormous rate of cartage to Melbourne, at 
one time as much as 45s. per cwt., left but a small margin of profit to the pro-
prietors. 

The lambing season is nearly over now, but at Poonboon has not yet 
commenced, from the late shearing.  For the last two years, the Royal Bank have 
not bred any stock, and have been carrying on their operations in rather an 
apathetic way; but now that increased facilities are given for the conveyance of 
their wool, they intend to commence operations, I am told, with renewed vigour. 
The Royal Bank stations were formerly owned by Mr. Benjamin Boyd, of 
Sydney; but are now in the possession of the above company.  Messrs. Smith 
Campbell, & Co., are agents of the Company at Sydney; and Flower, McLaren, & 
Co., are the agents at Melbourne. 

The Westmeath Station, where we are at present, is 220 miles from 
Melbourne; from Swan Hill, 20; and from Maiden©s Punt, on the Murray, 50 
miles.  Maiden©s Punt, from its situation on the Murray, will be a favourable 
depot for the conveyance of wool for shipment on board the steamers.  The Royal 
Bank©s head station is situated but a short distance from it. 

On the Edward River, at about 10 to 15 miles distance, there are several sheep 
stations, owned by Messrs. Sylvester and Smith, Firebrace, and others, who are 
extensive owners of stock; and the distance from the Wackool being 
comparatively small, there will be every inducement to convey their wool over to 
it for shipment by steamers–that is, as a resource, supposing the Edward River, 
on which their stations are situated, should be unnavigable. 

The navigation of the Wackool has opened up a fresh field for commerce, 
which before long will be truly appreciated. A few particulars respecting that 
river will perhaps be interesting. From its junction with the Murray, up to its 
junction with the Edward, it is called, on the Government maps, the Logan, and 
above that, the Wackool.  As the settlers in the district make no distinction, but 
name it all the Wackool, I have followed that course as likely to cause less 
confusion in my description of it. The Wackool, which is supplied and entirely 
influenced by the Murray, commences to rise about June or July, and sometimes 
as late as August; and subsides generally about the latter end of January. At the 
lowest estimate, it will be consequently navigable for four months of the year.  
But for the bar, which I have mentioned before, it would be navigable for a much 
longer period.  In the summer season, the depth of the river opposite to 
Poonboon, which forms about an average, is 20 feet.  During the summer 
months, about February and March, the river in the neighbourhood of Poonboon 
is salt.  This is supposed to result from the presence of salt springs.  Last year, the 
settlers procured as much as twenty tons of salt from the river.  At about half-a-
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mile above Poonboon, Marrin Creek, which flows out of the Murray, joins the 
Wackool. 

The natives in this district are very numerous, but are dying away rapidly from 
disease, and the prevalence of infanticide among them.  During the shearing 
season they make themselves useful in sheep-washing.  They are not, however, so 
expert in shearing as on some of the stations I have referred to, where the labour 
employed is mainly that of the blacks. 

In the Wackool district a fine sheep country exists, which is occupied by 
numerous settlements. 

At four miles distance from Poonboon there are three lakes, the largest of 
which is named Jannaway, about 20 miles in circumference.  These lakes are 
filled by the Murray; one of them during the summer season is dry.  There is no 
salt produced from them, as on several of the lakes further up the Murray. 

There is also another lake near the junction of the Wackool with the Murray, 
named Barinda, from which the natives supply themselves with fish. 

In the Mallee Scrub, near the Wackool, a considerable number of wild cattle 
exist, which have been originally lost by the settlers, and have now become so 
wild and untameable as to resist all control. Instances have been known, when 
they have been pursued, of their ripping a horse up, and placing the rider in 
imminent danger. 

Poonboon Station is about 200 miles from Albury; Kyeta Station, on the Mur-
rumbidgee, lately owned by Mr. Wentworth, but now in the possession of 
Messrs. Morris and Co., is distant 30 miles from here, and has 60,000 sheep upon 
it. 

Several attempts have been made in this neighbourhood (Poonboon), I am 
told, to cultivate the land, but without success, from the frequent droughts 
experienced during the summer season, and not from any want of productiveness 
in the soil.  Mr. Sylvester, at a few miles distance from this, has a very fine 
garden; this, with the foregoing statement, seems rather contradictory. 

 
Thursday, September 29.–We started from Poonboon Station to-day at half 

past twelve o©clock.  Messrs. Sylvester, Lintott, and Liscombe accompanied us 
for a few miles down the river. 

I noticed several flood-marks of last year on the trees, from which it appears 
that the river must have risen fully 15 feet beyond its present height. 

Passed the bar I have before mentioned in the river in safety; it is composed of 
soft red sandstone, and in some places of indurated clay, and might, I think, be 
easily removed. 

Passed the junction of the Edward River at four o©clock.  From the hasty view 
I got, I cannot give any particular description of it. The width of the channel I 
should judge to be fifty yards, and the depth of water very good. 

Immense quantities of drift-wood lie on the bank of the river, carried down by 
last year©s flood. 
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Passed the Bucka-Wackool, or Six-mile Creek, which joins the Wackool at 
some distance higher up.  Bucka, I suppose, though I have no authority for it, 
means little in the native language, expressing thereby the Little Wackool. 

Arrived opposite to the Wackool Inn at half-past four o©clock, and remained 
there a few minutes.  The proprietor of this Inn is Mr. John Talbett. 

Reached Grierson©s Station at a quarter past six o’clock, and at half-past eight, 
being about five miles from the junction of the Wackool, moored for the night by 
the river©s bank. 

 
Friday, September 30.–0n our way at half-past five o©clock, and at nine 

o©clock landed the carpenters, who are about to build two cargo boats for Captain 
Cadell. The timber here is extremely fine. 

Entered the Murray at half-past nine o©clock a.m., and reached Phelps©s Cattle 
Station at eleven. Here we shipped 50 bales more wool on board the “Eureka.”  
On this station there are about 900 head of cattle. Mr. Phelps has several sheep 
stations, one on the Lachlan, and in all musters a flock of about 40,000. The wool 
shipped was the remainder of his last year©s clip, and he was about to commence 
shearing this year’s in a few days. 

Left Phelps©s Station at four o©clock. 
Shortly after our departure from there a most melancholy occurrence took 

place, viz., the loss of one of the crew overboard, who, not being able to swim, 
perished before assistance could be rendered. The unfortunate man was a stoker 
on board the “Lady Augusta,”  named William Teague, and arrived in this Colony 
as a Government emigrant by the “Osceola,”  in the early part of 1851; and from 
his address discovered amongst his papers, appears to have come originally from 
Devonport. He formerly followed the trade of blacksmith at the Goolwa, but 
shipped himself on board the steamer as a stoker. It appears that while leaning 
over the side rail of the vessel to draw a bucket of water, the rail, which was a 
shifting one opposite to the gangway, gave way, and precipitated him into the 
water. The cry of “a man overboard”  immediately resounded through the 
ship. The engines were stopped and reversed, and the boat dragging at the stern 
was immediately manned, and shaped towards the spot where the drowning man 
was seen struggling, with his head below the water, and his hands beating about 
above, in his vain endeavours to support himself, and which, instead of doing so, 
more speedily hastened his end. When the boat reached within two oars© lengths 
of him he was seen sinking, with both his hands raised, and about three or four 
feet below the surface of the water. Another moment and he would have been 
saved; but, alas! he sunk to rise no more. For half-an-hour the steamer remained 
near the spot, it being hoped that his body might rise, but without the wished-for 
result. It was satisfactory, however, to feel under this heart rending occurrence 
that everything was done, and that in the most expeditious manner, to rescue him 
from a watery grave.  We continued our course with heavy hearts, and a gloom 
has spread over our proceedings which will not be dispelled for some time. 
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Arrived at Hamilton©s Station at half-past five o©clock, where we remained till 
morning, having landed some goods for the station, and taken in a quantity of 
flour for Mildura. 

 
Saturday, October 1.–Started at four o©clock this morning, and arrived at 

Youngera, McCallum©s Station, at eleven o©clock, where we remained for a 
couple of hours, and reached Ross©s at half-past four o©clock.  Here 50 bales of 
wool were taken on board, as also a supply of fuel. 

 
Sunday, October 2.–We remained at Ross©s Station the whole of this day, and, 

according to our usual practice, Divine Service was held on board in the 
morning. 

We have had a very wet and uncomfortable day, the rain having fallen in 
heavy showers almost without intermission. 

 
Monday. October 3.–Started at six o©clock a.m., and arrived at Grant©s Station 

at eleven o©clock, where we shipped an additional supply of fuel.  Shortly after 
our departure from here we experienced some detention by the shifting of some 
of the wool, a portion of which was obliged to be landed and re-shipped.  Here 
the “Mary Ann” passed us on her way down. 

Reached Euston at half-past five o©clock. 
 
Tuesday, October 4.–Left Euston at a quarter to seven o©clock this morning.  

The “Mary Ann” started about an hour before us. 
Arrived at Mr. A. Gibbs©s Station at twelve o©clock, and remained there for a 

few minutes, arriving at Keane and Orr©s at a quarter to five o©clock. 
The “Mary Ann” left this station a few minutes after our arrived, and, in all 

probability, a she has no cargo, and is light out of the water, with no chance of 
detention, will arrive at her destination before us. 

Remained all night at Keane and Orr©s, where 110 bales of wool were shipped 
on board the “Eureka.”  

 
Wednesday, October 5.–Started from Keane and Orr©s at one o©clock p.m., and 

arrived at McGrath©s Station at eight o©clock, where stores were landed, and we 
moored for the night. 

 
Thursday, October 6.–Left our moorings at five o©clock this morning, and 

reached Messrs. Jamieson’s Station at half-past twelve. The vessel was detained 
here till three o©clock for a further shipment of wool. 

Arrived at Williams©s Cattle Station about five o©clock; remained there for an 
hour, and, starting again, reached the junction of the Darling at twenty minutes 
past ten o©clock.  We proceeded up the Darling as far as McLeod’s to take in a 
few bales of wool, and also for the purpose of wooding.  Arrived opposite the Inn 
at eleven o©clock, and anchored for the night.  Went ashore the same evening and 
was gratified by the sight of some Adelaide papers. 
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Sir Henry Edward Fox Young KCMG, Governor of South Australia 1847 - 1854 

 
ADDRESS TO THE GOVERNOR. 

 
Friday, October 7.—After shipping the wool this morning, and taking 

in a supply of fuel, we started at eleven o©clock. 
At the Darling Mr. Jamieson, who had accompanied us from Mildura 

Station as far as Swan Hill, and returned with us to the Darling, left us on 
his way home. Previous to his departure an address from the Murray 
settlers was presented to His Excellency Sir Henry Young. Mr. Jamieson 
being Hon. Sec. of this address, the presentation devolved upon him. 
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Several of the most influential settlers signing it were desirous of joining 
him in the presentation, but being in the midst of their shearing 
operations, Mr. Jamieson, as being familiarly and favourably known to 
them all, was deputed to present it, and received the reply of His 
Excellency, a copy of which is subjoined. 
 

<The speech to Sir Henry Young, & Sir Henry’s reply, occupies a page and a-
half of fine-print; – The former, heaps praise upon His Excellency for his 
patronage of the current enterprise, &, in-keeping with the era, it’s a fine example 
of how English orators, in the 19th-Century, developed procrastination into an 
art-form; – It bears the signatures of over 30 prominent local settlers, – viz.. 

Dr. Fletcher, J. P. Simon Grant K. N. Orr  
H. Jamieson, J.P. Edmund Morey, J.P. R. H. Jones 
J. L. Phelps, J.P. B. Jamieson James Rutherford 
Sylvester and Smith Thomas McPherson M. McGrath 
Edward Lintott John McNichol James McGrath 
James A. Liscombe Crozier and Rutherford Thomas McGrath 
Joseph J. Phelps Andrew Beveridge Henry Williams 
N. Chadwick Peter Bevan George B. Fletcher 
James Hamilton George Beveridge James McLeod 
W. Ross Albion Gibbs J. T. Keane 
John Grant, jun. 
 
This was immediately followed by a similarly worded testimonial, not quite so 

long, to Captain Cadell, which was similarly signed; – for brevity sake, however, 
the verbatim accounts are not reproduced here.> 

  
This testimonial was most numerously and influentially signed, but 

there being many more settlers anxious to sign it, the names were 
withheld until the testimonial was in a complete state. 

 
 

________________________ 
 
 
 
Arrived at Moorana, late Bagot©s Station, but now purchased by the 

New South Wales Government, as the quarters of the newly-appointed 
Albert Commissioner, Mr. Perry, at four o©clock. Brought the steamer up 
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for a quarter on an hour, and reached Messrs. Crozier and Rutherford©s at 
six o©clock, at which there is 13,000 sheep 47� . 

Mr. Crozier came on board and acquainted Captain Cadell of the fact 
of there being a sandstone ridge across the river a few miles below his 
station, with only four feet of water above it, and the presence of which 
no one on board was acquainted with. The necessity for caution was 
therefore apparent, and Mr. Crozier remained on board to point out the 
locality, while the steamer drifted down the river without steaming, to 
avoid a too hasty approach to it. However, after proceeding beyond its 
supposed locality without discovering it, we proceeded on our way. Mr. 
Crozier©s information respecting it is very uncertain, being only that 
gathered from the natives, who are hardly to be depended upon 48� . There 
is a sandstone ridge, I am told, opposite to McCallum©s station, near the 
junction of the Wakool. I mention this and the foregoing here, not with 
any apprehension of their impeding the navigation of the river, but with a 
view to general information. 

This evening several of the ladies and gentlemen amused themselves 
with singing, forming rather a powerful choir; their voices filling the 
whole vessel with delightful melody. The “Murray Song,”  composed by 
R. Davenport, Esq., was sung very effectively, a copy of which he has 
obligingly given me. 

 Anchored to-night at half-past nine o©clock 49� . 
  
Saturday, October 8.—Left our anchorage at six o©clock this morning. 

The weather is very wet and uncomfortable. Passed a small isolated piece 
of land in the stream with vegetation upon it, which in our passage up the 
river during the night we did not perceive 50� . 

Passed the Rufus, on the New South Wales side of the river, and 
leading into Lake Victoria, at a quarter to one o©clock p.m. 51� . The 
Rufus, which is generally supposed to be a river, from Capt. Sturt, on his 
exploratory voyage down the Murray, laying it down as such in his book, 
                                                                         

47� —“Moorna Station”  [488ml]. Crozier  & Rutherford©s (Kulnine Station) was/is at [480ml]. 
 

48� —Oh! It’s there all right, plumb in the center of the river at [478ml] where the Lady Augusta 
must’ve floated over it. It later acquired the name “Crozier’s Rock” . 

 
49� —They©d, most likely, anchored in the region of “Neds Corner”  [468-469ml]. 
 
50� —This would have to be “Wombeloo Island”  [465ml]. 

 
51� —“Rufus River”  [437ml] –They were loaded down with cargo now, but with the current 

assisting, they were getting along at around 5 to 7 mph. 
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he not having traced it to its passage into Lake Victoria, which is about 
nine miles distant, and which naturally caused him to suppose it to be an 
independent stream, is merely a backwater of the Murray, and empties 
itself into Lake Victoria. At its entrance from the Murray, reeds grow in 
profusion on either side of it, and lofty gum-timber on the opposite bank 
of the Murray to it. This will be a guide to its locality, as there are many 
creeks and backwaters in its neighbourhood that might be mistaken by a 
stranger for it. 

At half-past two o©clock we arrived at Jackson©s Station, familiarly 
known as Bob and Harry©s, and remained there for a short time 52� . Here 
Mr. Cole, the Commissioner of Crown Lands, who had taken a trip down 
in the steamer from Euston, his residence, left us. 

An hour after starting we sighted some very singular clay cliffs, the 
formation of which took a variety of curious shapes 53� . The appearance 
of the country is very interesting, the land being high and undulating, and 
the vegetation on it most luxuriant. The native peach-tree (not dissimilar 
to the English peach) grows along the bank in profusion, giving the land 
quite a cultivated appearance. 

At half-past five o©clock passed Mount Hancock, near which Messrs. 
Hancock and Jones©s Station was formerly situated. It is styled a mount, 
but is merely a slight elevation, say about 100 feet above the level of the 
river 54� . Mr. Hancock was drowned some years ago in this locality in 
passing a billy-bong on horseback, and the station that was formerly 
situated here is now deserted. As the Rufus was formerly supposed to be 
the boundary line of the South Australian territory, Mount Hancock was 
considered to be within that Colony, but this has been subsequently 
proved by a survey made to be incorrect, the boundary line running 
through Chowella, Chambers©s Station, at some distance below this. 

Passed a native camp on the side of the river, indicated by the columns 
of smoke rising from their wurleys, but the occupants did not appear; 
                                                                         

52� —Vicinity of modern day “Lake Victoria Station”  [428ml]. 
 
53� —This has to be Rainbow Cliff, again, at “Devil’s Elbow”  [423ml] –Perhaps with the 

gypsum strata (though it’s more-likely a type of freshwater limestone), now underwater. 
 
54� —Hancock Hill, elevation 88m above sea level, 70m above river-level. Located 0.8Km 

northeast of the Kulcurna woolshed and visible from the river bend at [412ml]). Alleged to 
be the same “elevation”  Sturt recorded as being “opposite the Lindsay” : - By 1846 Messrs 
Hancock & Jones had managed to obtain a SA lease to land north & west of the river from 
slightly above ‘Renmark’  to the ambiguous SA border, which some believed to be the 
Rufus River. The region was dubbed the “ Island Country”  because of the multiplicity of 
islands formed by the labyrinth of creeks & anabranches that criss-crossed the region; - 
some time during 1846/47, Mr Hancock was drowned in the manner that Allen describes. 
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their curiosity not being excited, I suppose, or perhaps they were absent 
on a fishing expedition. Fish is very abundant here I am told. The natives, 
who live principally on them, procure them by placing their nets across a 
billy-bong, or small creek, into which the current drives the fish, which 
are caught in the snare, in great abundance. 

The native tribes of the Murray and the Darling are not at all so 
numerous as they are generally supposed to be. Mr. Jamieson informed 
me that they are decreasing rapidly, mainly from infanticide prevailing to 
so great an extent among them. A Moravian Missionary Station for the 
natives was established about two years ago near Lake Boga (a fine sheet 
of fresh water, situated on the Reedy Lake Station, and distant from Swan 
Hill about ten or twelve miles), but as yet they have not been very 
successful in their mission. 

Some years ago several of the Murray natives were recruited at 
Mildura Station (Jamieson©s) for the Port Phillip Native Police Corps, and 
after proceeding to Melbourne, they served for some time in and around 
the town; but getting tired of duty, though in every way treated kindly, 
deserted from the corps, and returned to their former state of savage life; 
thus showing their unsettled disposition, and the difficulty of attaching 
them to any permanent employment. They have, however, generally been 
of great use to the settlers on the Murray, during the scarcity of labour 
last year. Though generally not fond of work, they make themselves very 
useful in shepherding and other inactive employments. 

This morning it rained very heavily, but towards the forenoon the 
weather cleared off, much to our gratification. 

The river is evidently rising, and has been so for the last few days. 
When at Phelps©s Station, Mr. Phelps, who had just arrived from 
Melbourne, informed us that the river at Maiden©s Punt had risen six feet, 
which was caused by the heavy waters in the Campaspee and Goulburn, 
and not by the melting of the snow. 

It is proved that there has not been such a flood in the Murray for a 
century as happened last year. Near a settlement on the Murray, not far 
from this, a large lagoon was formed by the influx of the waters from the 
river, which inundated a forest of trees of upwards of a century of growth. 
The effect of this was, that the superfluity of moisture killed them at 
once; consequently, it must be naturally supposed, that they were not in 
the same position before since their growth, and, necessarily, that there 
has been no flood to the same extent since their existence. 
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Passed Chowella (Chambers©s Station), and the recognised boundary 
of South Australia, during the early part of the evening, and consequently 
have now entered our own Province 55� . 

We have a beautifully clear and moonlight night, and the high cliffs 
standing out in relief to our right have the appearance of some antiquated 
ruins. 

Anchored at ten o©clock, twelve miles below Chowella, at the base of 
the sandstone cliffs. 

 
Sunday, October 9.—It rained heavily during the night, but this 

morning has turned out exceedingly fine. 
High sandstone cliffs, rising up almost from the edge of the river, 

stand towering above us on our left, and a low flooded country appears to 
our right 56� . 

The land in the vicinity of the Murray has been divided by experienced 
persons into two classes—the red loam, of which some of the cliffs are 
formed, and on which the native pine tree thrives; this is considered 
favourable for the cultivation of wheat, several trials of it having been 
made for that purpose with success. The other class of soil is the alluvial 
land along the valley of the Murray. 

During the day I ascended the cliffs, the attainment of which was 
attended with some difficulty, from the great declivity of them. The 
summit of the cliffs is covered with the native pine-tree, and the 
vegetation around is luxuriant. I took a stroll back from the river into the 
groves of trees, where a complete Garden of Eden was formed by the 
profusion of flowers on every side, including a variety of new kinds of 
heath, also lupins, wild bergamot, and other descriptions of flowers, 
which 

                      ——— “ Fresh in hue, and many in their class, 
                      Implore the pausing step.”      
I returned much entertained with my walk. 

                                                                         
55� —The modern Chowilla homestead is not visible from the river but an old Steamer 

Skippers’  charts, circa 1860, show the old homestead huts located on the edge off the river 
flat at [381ml], doubtless a well-grassed but rather flood-prone area. –The Chambers 
Brothers were highfliers in the pastoral industry in those days, at one time or another they 
held leases on all the land bordering the north & west of the Murray from the NSW border 
[403ml] to PURNONG [119ml]. The Chambers family sponsored several of Sturt & 
Stuart©s exploratory expeditions, with “Chambers© Pillar”  in the NT named in their honour. 
The family home they built at North Adelaide is the famous “Carclew”  – nowadays, a 
National Heritage Building. 

 
56� —This is a classic description of the area just below “Cliff Bends”  [373ml]. 
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The river here is about 150 yards in width, and has a noble appearance 
from the top of the cliffs. Divine Service was held on board in the 
morning. The rain continued again in the forenoon, but not to any extent. 

 
Monday, October 10.—After procuring a supply of wood this morning 

from the top of the cliffs, where dead pine-trees were obtainable, and 
were easily precipitated down the bank to the edge of the water, we 
started on our way at eight o©clock. 

Arrived at Chapman©s Station at half-past twelve o©clock, where we 
were detained for an hour 57� . A very neat little cottage here faces the 
river, surrounded by a grove of trees, and which is the residence of Mr. 
Chapman. It was expected that we should have got a supply of wood 
here, our fuel being almost exhausted, but we were disappointed. A flag 
fluttered in the breeze, opposite the cottage, with the motto of Cead mille 
failte upon it—the Irish for a hundred thousand welcomes. The best 
welcome we could have met with, however, would have been a pile of 
wood for the especial use of the “Lady Augusta” . Started from 
Chapman©s, and passed Spring Cart Gully at four o©clock. This gully was 
named by Captain Sturt, in his exploratory voyage down the Murray, 
from his having to leave his spring-cart there, and which name it has 
since retained 58� . 

In this neighbourhood meerschaum clay is to be found, which Mr. 
Mason discovered, he tells me, on his last trip up the river. 

Stopped to wood at half-past four o©clock, and after having obtained a 
limited supply, there being but few pines or other timber fit for burning to 
be had, we proceeded on our course at nine o©clock, and anchored at two 
the following morning 59� . 

  
Tuesday, October 11.—Off at five o©clock this morning. Stopped at 

nine to wood. Started again at ten, having passed, in the course of the 
morning, Chambers©s Station (late Williams©s). Passed Chambers©s Lake 
Bonney Station at a quarter to one o©clock, and Wigley©s Station at a 

                                                                         
57� —“Chapman©s Station”  (named Paringa in Arthur Kinloch©s account) was at [348ml]. 
 
58� —“Springcart Gully”  [333ml]. ... But Sturt had NO springcart in the whaleboat when he 

came down The Murray in 1830. This is just one of a couple of fact less aside Allen makes 
in his book, re Sturt. The other concerns a cannon. Regrettably, both these fact-less asides 
are nowadays firmly entrenched in regional folklore: - See APPENDIX 5#: 

 
59� —They must have ‘wooded-up’  around [330ml]; —Then later, anchored about [306ml]; — 

[see Arthur Kinloch’s account p35 (i) “ a crash amongst the gum trees”  – Pg-87 herein]. 
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quarter-past three p.m. At half-past three, stopped to wood till half-past 
seven in the evening, when we continued our journey with a tolerable 
supply of fuel, and reached Warru (Scott©s Station), at five o©clock the 
following morning 60� . 

 
Wednesday, October 12.—Here we shipped six tons of pine wood, 

ready cut for us, and started again at seven o©clock for Moorundee, which 
we hope to reach by mid-day. Passed through the fossil formation 
country—which is very singular—and extends from here to Moorundee. 
Passed Walsh©s, late Williams©s, at ten o©clock. 

Arrived at Moorundee at half-past two o©clock 61� , when the “Lady 
Augusta”  was hauled in alongside the bank of the river, immediately 
opposite Mr. E. B. Scott©s residence, where many of the passengers 
landed and paid a visit to Mr. and Mrs. Scott. In the meantime the 
steamer, leaving her moorings, proceeded up the river for a few hundred 
yards to take in a supply of wood, which was ready cut and lying on the 
bank of the river, and after the accomplishment of this, returned to her 
moorings about an hour afterwards. 

The greater proportion of the land about Moorundee, that is situated in 
the valley, is completely flooded over, the river having risen three feet 
since our passage up. Mr. Scott©s house has only just escaped the flood, it 
being situated on a narrow slip of land completely isolated, and from 
which egress is obtained by means of a boat attached to the station. Mr. 
Scott was absent on our first arrival, being out in search of some horses, 
but soon afterwards returned, and together with his good lady, welcomed 
and entertained their visitors with much cordiality. 

Mr. Scott©s house is a most comfortable one, except at high water. It is 
substantially built, and was erected during Governor Grey©s admin-
istration as a soldiers© barracks, at the cost of 1,200-pounds. This was at a 
time when the natives residing in that district numbered from 900 to 
1,000, and had become so troublesome as to necessitate military 
protection being afforded to the district. The policy, however, of 
                                                                         

60� —This was a busy day: They probably wooded-up the first time somewhere on “Seven Mile 
Reach” ; about [286ml] perhaps: – “Lake Bonney Station”  was considered to be inland 
from “Chambers© Creek”  [273ml]: – “Wigley©s Station”  was around [259ml], so the second 
wooding site would©ve been about [257ml]; [see Arthur Kinloch’s account. p35 (ii)] his 
description befits the flat opposite Woolpudna Pump: - Finally Warru, or Nor-West Bend 
Station, at [205ml]: –They’d steamed for19 hours this day and travelled about 101 miles. 

 
61� —“Walsh©s”  station, was calculated to be at about [186-187ml], in the vicinity of modern-

day “Murbko” : – Old “Moorundee”  [167ml] is/was about 4-miles below 
BLANCHETOWN. 
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incurring the large expense in the erection of the barracks I have just 
alluded to, has been severely questioned by some. 

After delivering our dispatches for Adelaide over to Corporal Phillips 
(the Governor©s orderly), who was about starting to town, we left our 
moorings and started from Moorundee at half-past four o©clock. The 
weather was beautifully clear, and having the current in our favour, we 
proceeded at the rate of about ten miles per hour 62� . 

About dusk we passed Tothill©s old station, situated on the right hand 
bank of the river. 

We continued steaming all through the night, the weather and the 
beautiful moonlight being most favourable. 

The appearance of the cliffs from Moorundee and downwards is really 
magnificent, assuming the shape at times of extensive ruins, and at others 
of castellated fortifications. 

 
Thursday, October 13.—The steamer continued her course at full 

speed through the night, and at three o©clock this morning passed Mr. 
David Taylor©s Station, and shortly afterwards Reedy Creek, near which 
Mr. Randall©s Station is situated. 
Passed Mr. John Baker©s Wall Station at half-past five a.m. 63� . Mr. 
Baker has extensive runs on each side of the river, extending several 
miles back. The country here is most picturesque and interesting. Herds 
of cattle are to be seen grazing on the hills and valleys around, which are 
rich in verdure, and present a striking similarity to the rural scenery of 
Old England, of which the poet says – 

                                                    - “  The country here  
                  Seems God©s own country, for the use of man  
                  Intended, and by man©s abuse unstained –  
                  Woods for his hearth and pastures for his board;  
                  And yet the landscape in its simple wealth  
                  Has something of a lordly aspect too –  
                  A fine Old English look.”   
In the course of my voyage up the Murray this part of the country 

strikes me as being the most beautiful and pleasing to the eye. 

                                                                         
62� —We must again make allowance for Allen©s exuberance. Their headway with the current 

assisting them was about 6.2 mph. 
 
63� —“Taylor©s Station”  calculated to have been on Pellaring Reach at [100-101ml]: Randell©s 

“Noa No”  station was at [97ml] & “Reedy Creek”  is located at [92ml]: —“Wall Station”  
was in close proximity to what is, still today, known as WALL FLAT [86ml]. 
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Pelicans abound in this part in great quantities, and black swans glide 
along the water in front of us with their natural gracefulness, but from the 
speed at which we are travelling, although we shot one, we were unable 
to obtain it. 

The Reedy Creek range stands out in bold relief at our back, and at 
eight o©clock we anchored at the nearest point to the Kanmantoo Mine, 
which is about seventeen miles distant. 

Eventually the navigation of the river may prove of advantage in the 
shipment of ores from the various mines (at a convenient distance from 
the mines, say Kanmantoo, Reedy Creek, and not improbably the Burra 
Burra Mines), instead of land carriage as at present employed. 

Passed Wampoa Island about a quarter past eight o©clock. It is about 
three-quarters of a mile in length, by a few yards in width, and on which 
we perceive several sheep grazing. There is a passage for vessels on both 
sides of this island, but the one towards the Wellington side of the river is 
most commodious and safe 64� . 

Passed Taalim Forest on the left-hand side of the river, in which the 
pine trees grow in large quantities. 

Arrived at Cook, Acraman, and Wark©s Station at half-past eleven, and 
passed Mr. Ray©s shortly afterwards, arriving at Wellington exactly at 
twelve o©clock 65� . 
Here the “Lady Augusta”  was hauled up alongside the high sandbanks 
which exist a little above Wellington, and communication maintained 
with the shore. 

Dispatches for His Excellency the Governor, which had arrived at 
Wellington by the orderly a fortnight ago, as stated, in anticipation of his 
arrival, were delivered on board. 

At Wellington, Mr. Davenport, Captain Kinloch, Mr. Andrews, and 
Mr. Allen, jun., left the steamer, and proceeded to Adelaide. 

The Escort, which had arrived to convey the Governor to town was 
sent around to the Goolwa to meet His Excellency there. 

Several of the settlers about Wellington, including Mr. Cook, of the 
firm of Cook and Wark, arrived on board to welcome the return of the 
“Lady Augusta.”  

The three Wellington natives who proceeded with the steamer on her 
passage up hence, displayed unmistakable signs of joy on returning again 

                                                                         
64� —Nowadays is known as “Long Island” , MURRAY BRIDGE—[69ml]. 
 
65� —Windy-old WELLINGTON, still where it’s always been, —[48ml]. 
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to their own fatherland. Their relations and friends on shore, who, as we 
are told, believed they would never return after being absent so long, and 
who had absolutely been lamenting their death, came on board, when the 
congratulations and embracing which took place between them was most 
amusing. 

A few days previous to our arrival at Wellington, some excitement was 
caused there by the disappearance of one of Messrs. Cook and Wark©s 
men, who had gone out in search of lost cattle. He left this station on 
Friday last, and not returning by Sunday, it was supposed he was lost in 
the bush, and accordingly five men, accompanied by three scrub natives 
from the Tatiara district, started in search of him. The dexterity that these 
natives displayed in tracking him for the three following days was equal, I 
am told, to that so often related of the North American Indians. The food 
they collected, principally pheasants© eggs, they generally gave to their 
white companions, retaining almost nothing to support themselves under 
their own exertions. On the following Wednesday they succeeded in 
tracking the lost man back to the river, just as they were all exhausted 
from want of food, and were giving up their search. On arriving at the 
station they found he had arrived a short time before them. His sufferings 
were great in the extreme, he not having, as he stated, but which I can 
hardly credit, tasted food from the Friday till the following Wednesday, 
when he arrived at the station. 

Such cases are not at all unfrequent. At McGrath©s Station above the 
Darling, we heard of a similar occurrence, but which was attended with 
fatal consequences, one of the shepherds having disappeared, every 
exertion made to trace him being without success. 

 
__________________________ 

 
 
The “Lady Augusta”  continued at her moorings at Wellington until 

four o©clock the following morning, when the wind abated at four a.m., 
steam was got up and she started from Wellington at six o©clock, the 
weather being most favourable, and arrived at Mr. Mason©s residence, 
three miles down, about seven o©clock. Here she stopped an hour and 
a-half, for the purpose of wooding, and then proceeded for the Goolwa. 
Her passage through the Lake was most successful, the water being calm, 
with light winds from the S.W.. Not the least motion in the vessel was 
experienced, and the time taken in crossing the lake was only three hours. 
The “Lady Augusta”  arrived at the Goolwa Jetty at half-past three o©clock 



RETURN TRIP. 70

p.m., on Friday, the 14th October, thus accomplishing more than 3,000 
miles of inland navigation in fifty days. 

The damage sustained by Captain Cadell©s vessel this voyage, I believe 
amounts to 300-pounds. 

The conduct of the officers, both of the “Lady Augusta”  and the 
“Eureka,”  as well as their crews, has been most praiseworthy, and 
deserves honourable mention, the more so on account of the many 
difficulties with which they have had to contend, and which might 
necessarily be expected to attend a first attempt at the navigation of such 
a river as the Murray, and which, by their persevering efforts, they have 
mainly assisted in bringing to so successful a close. 

 

�
� � � � �� � � � 	 
 � �� � � 
 � �  
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OMITTED FROM THIS TRANSCRIPT, THOUGH PRESENT IN THE 1853 
ORIGINAL, ARE THE VERBATIM ACCOUNTS OF SPEECHES DELIVERED TO 
CAPT CADELL, AT THE GOOLWA, ON WEDNESDAY AUGUST 24th. —ALSO 

THE SPEECHES FROM THE MURRAY SETTLERS OF THE DARLING 
JUNCTION REGION, DELIVERED TO SIR HENRY YOUNG AND TO CAPT 
CADELL, ON FRIDAY OCTOBER 7th, ON THE OCCASION OF THE LADY 

AUGUSTA’s DEPARTURE AND RETURN TO SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
_______________ 

 
JAMES ALLEN’S 1853 PUBLICATION ALSO INCLUDES A HIGHLY DETAILED 
ACCOUNT OF THE TESTIMONIAL DINNER, WHICH WAS SUBSEQUENTLY 
HELD IN ADELAIDE, TO HONOUR CAPT CADELL FOR HIS ENDEAVOURS. 

IT, LIKEWISE, CONTAINS VERBATIM ACCOUNTS OF NUMEROUS 
SPEECHES AND ACCOLADES DELIVERED BY THE MANY ESTEEMED 

PERSONAGES THERE PRESENT: —THE DROWNING OF A CREWMAN IN 
THE WAKOOL RIVER, HOWEVER, A STOKER OF LOWLY ORIGIN, THE 

RESULT OF AN ILL-SECURED HANDRAIL; DID NOT RATE A SINGLE 
MENTION. - IT SEEMS, IN 1853, THE DEMISE OF SUCH A SERVILE 

INDIVIDUAL WAS REGARDED WITH LITTLE CONSEQUENCE, BY THE 
GENTRY OF THE PERIOD. 
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More computer composites of the Lady Augusta, as she would have appeared on 
her down-river journey with barge Eureka securely lashed to her port side, both 
barge & steamer heavily laden with wool bales. … Upper image is set against a 
background of Limestone cliffs typical to the North-west Bend/Overland Corner 
section of the Murray. Lower image is set amid the landscape of The Lower 
Murray, downstream of Morgan, and is typical of the region’s river-flats, 
overgrown with gum trees, backed by a sharp rise upward to the level of the 
surrounding plain.  
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P. S. LADY AUGUSTA. 

 
 

 
 
The Lady Augusta was not well designed for river work. As a cargo vessel she 
proved to be rather unstable. Nevertheless, several owners persevered with her 
and she remained in service up until the late 1860s, or perhaps the early 70s. 
Towards the end of her career her engines were removed and she spent her final 
years as a barge attached the steamer Wentworth. She was finally abandoned; it is 
popularly believed, on the riverbank opposite Echuca. … Her registration was 
officially terminated in 1875, with the remark – Broken up some years ago. 
 
The photograph of her, above, (from The Godson Collection; Mortlock Library) 
was taken probably during the 1860s, when she was still working as a cargo 
vessel and had long since been stripped of her passenger accommodation. … In 
1863, she was reported to be operating as a travelling haberdashery, servicing 
settlers on the Darling River. … The computer images of her, which appear in the 
accompanying text, were based on this 1860s photograph. 
 
There are a number of 1853 drawings depicting the Lady Augusta with two 
funnels, likewise the gold medallion subsequently struck to commemorate her 
“ Experimental Trip”  shows her with two funnels. It seems the ‘Lady’  did start 
life with two boilers, hence the two funnels, and it is elsewhere reported that this 
was in order to ensure a sufficiency of steam when proceeding at full power. 
However, in 1856, the two boilers were replaced with a single more efficient 
boiler, and one funnel was removed. As for the drawings, there may have been an 
element of artistic embellishment in them, perhaps based on the popular belief 
that the ‘Lady’  had two engines, when in fact she was fitted with a single, albeit a 
twin-cylinder, engine [Ships of the Inland Rivers - Parsons 1996]. Nonetheless, in 1853, 
the generality of this type of steam engine no-doubt was a single cylinder, so, in 
the minds of many, a multiple-cylinder design could easily be viewed as multiple 
engines.  
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APPENDIX.  
 

APPENDIX 1#; 
 
CONVENIENCES ABOARD THE “LADY AUGUSTA”–(Page 4) 
 
In view of the genteel nature of many of the passengers aboard the Lady Augusta, 
the sanitation equipment onboard would, no-doubt, have been the latest that 
technology could supply. Shipboard devices available for the purpose, in those 
days, were actually quite modern, even when compared with present-day 
standards. Up-market shipboard devices were likely superior to what was 
available on the domestic market in the days prior to “ deep drainage” ...  
Certainly some ships, probably many, had nothing more than a wooden shelf 
with a hole in it, protruding beyond the vessel’s gunwale, where one simply sat 
and defecated directly into the ocean/river below. ...However, porcelain and brass 
“heads” , the maritime equivalent of the domestic “ flush toilet” , were available. 
In 1982, the “head” shown below (circa 1840s), which would have been housed 
in a ‘water-closet’  within the superstructure, above the water-line preferably, was 
raised from the debris of the cutter Water Witch, which sank at her moorings at 
Moorundee in 1842; -as summarized in footnote 13#-(page 12). 
The user commenced proceedings by half-filling the bowl with water via an 
associated hand-pump. – And concluded by opening the brass valve at the bottom 
via a brass extension handle, whereon the bowl’s cargo was jettisoned out 
through the vessel’s hull via some rudimentary plumbing: – In calm conditions, 
such as on the Murray, the system worked fine. – If one were to try it on a vessel 
that was plunging through a heavy sea, however, things could go horribly wrong. 
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APPENDIX 2#; 
 
DROWNING OF TWO POLICE OFFICERS IN THE MURRAY—(Page 23) 
 
This “ melancholy incident”  occurred on May 7th 1847; when the two police 
officers involved were en-route from Moorundee, under instructions to 
investigate a reported disturbance involving Aborigines at Overland Corner. 
 
A few days later, the following report was printed in the Adelaide Observer; – 
“ On the evening of 7th instant, John Dunning Carter aged 22 years, and William 
Wickham aged 24 years, two Mounted Policeman from Moorundee were 
accidentally drowned whilst crossing the Murray in a native canoe, 6 miles from 
Lake Bonney. It appears that they reached a Mr Wigley’s station about 7 o’clock 
and he crossed one of them, who then returned to the opposite bank to fetch his    
companion. Mr Wigley went back to the hut. About 10 minutes after Wigley 
heard a shriek and a splash. He rushed out, but all was silent, and he could not 
see anything. … Carter was the brother in law of Inspector Tolmer.”  
 
Within a day or two, the “ local blacks”  retrieved the bodies of the two Police 
Officers, which were supposedly locked in a rigor mortis-ed embrace and they 
were initially buried on the riverbank alongside the recovery site. – The citizenry 
of Adelaide, however, much grieved at the untimely loss of these two young 
officers, soon raised the necessary funds, via a public subscription, to have their 
bodies recovered and removed to Adelaide, where they were re-interred in the 
West Terrace Cemetery. 
 
In the Centenary year of the tragedy, 1947, it was discovered that the West 
Terrace graves were in a state of neglect and the SA Police Association moved to 
have them restored. So it was that, with funds donated by SA Police Social 
Clubs, restoration work was carried out and a commemorative marble cube was 
erected alongside the two graves. A ceremonial unveiling of the cube, to mark the 
centenary, was held on May 7th 1947. 
 
In 1997, 150 years after the incident, as part of SA Police Foundation Day 
celebrations, two commemorative cairns were ceremoniously unveiled in the 
Riverland; – One is sited alongside the Sturt Highway slightly west of Kingston, 
overlooks a vista of the Murray wherein the “ melancholy incident”  occurred; – 
The second, on modern Banrock Station, is on the riverbank close to a pile of old 
masonry, which is believed to be the remains of the “Old Thurk Station”  
homestead chimney; –for it was from the riverbank, on the Old Thurk Station 
side of the river, that the tragic canoe trip is understood to have set-off. 
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APPENDIX 3#; 
 
CHAPMAN’S STATION—(Page 25) 
 
Below-left is a section of an unknown steamer skipper’s hand-drawn chart, circa 
1865, which show “ Chapman’s Old Station”  located near the base of a broad 
peninsula extending from the Murray’s east bank. This region equates to the 
modern section around Renmark & Lock 5#, as shown in the map below-right. 
Though during past epochs the Murray’s mainstream has, no doubt, flowed via 
one or other of the several serpentine billabongs that are nowadays seen 
throughout the Murray Valley. If we compare the River’s modern meander 
pattern, with that drawn by Charles Sturt on his discovery voyage of 1830, it 
becomes quite obvious that the modern Murray has changed little since Charles 
Sturt saw it in 1830. 
Below lock-5# in the Paringa region, however, the formation of Goat Island from 
what was previously a broad peninsula protruding from the east bank, is a change 
that settlers and river-men alike have witnessed -The site of Chapman’s old 
cottage was within the precinct of this now re-modelled peninsula and it’s one 
area wherein extensive fluvial change has taken place. It is, therefore, neigh 
impossible to pinpoint the exact location of Chapman’s old cottage, though there 
can be no doubt that it was sited in close proximity to the [348ml] mark. 
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APPENDIX 4#; 
 
THE “GOTHIC ARCH” PHENOMENA EXPLAINED—(Page 28) 
 
There are a number of ‘ river gum’  species whose seeds need to be soaked in 
water for a prescribed time before they can germinate successfully. The ground 
under such trees becomes heavily littered with gumnuts, which if un-soaked can 
remain dormant for many years. – During a flood, masses of these gumnuts float 
off on the rising river, their husks gradually soak up water until they stabilise at 
about seven-eighths submerged and thereafter they float at the mercy of the wind 
& current. Like most floating debris, it only takes a slight on-shore breeze to herd 
large quantities of these gumnuts towards the riverbank. There, they are 
deposited in long straight rows along the water’s edge. When the floodwaters 
recede the stranded rows of gumnuts dry-out, the husks split and the seeds 
germinate almost immediately. As a result, in their young state, the new saplings 
grow together as close as the fingers on your hand, in unbroken rows that can 
extend for 4-5metres in some cases. 
If on the ‘ look-out’  for this phenomena, examples of it can be seen at many sites 
along the Murray, but they are especially numerous immediately upstream from 
“ Devils Elbow” , which is the region wherein Allen makes his “ Gothic arch”  
reference, likening the trees to having “ the appearance of long church aisles.”  
As the rows of saplings continue to grow, the more robust among them start to 
deprive their neighbours of sunlight and the ‘deprived ones’  shortly wither and 
die. This process continues to maturity and, from a ‘super abundance’  of 
saplings at the beginning, you end-up with a row of evenly spaced mature trees 
whose spacing is decided by their sunlight requirements, being the same for each 
tree. – In the event of a mature tree dying, or falling into the river, the gap created 
will soon host a new row of saplings, and the saplings closest to the middle of the 
gap will have the best chance of surviving to maturity. – This process may 
explain, what would otherwise appear to be the uncanny uniformity in the 
spacing of the trees that caught Allen’s attention on Sunday, September 4th, 1853; 
– (see page-28 of this document, likewise footnote 35) 
Though the above may explanation the uncanny spacing of the trees in question. 
It does nothing to account for the uncanny balance between the trees on the left 
bank with those on the right bank, which prompted Allen to compare them with 
“ Gothic arches” . … An explanation for that, more likely lies in the fact that the 
1-kilometer straight section (referred to in footnote 35), is not only close to gun-
barrel straight, but also happens to aligning perfectly with the True North/South 
axis of the Earth, any error being less than 1-degree. –The morning sunlight 
falling on the east bank, therefore, will exactly balance the afternoon sunlight 
falling on the west bank, which may very well account for the equilibrium that 
caught Allen’s eye: … an equilibrium that remains evident to the present-day. 
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APPENDIX 5#; 
 
SPRINGCART GULLY—(Page 65 - footnote 58# ) 
spr ingcar t – a lightweight cart designed to be drawn by a single horse. 
 
Mr. Allen, it seems, assumed that everything and anything to do with Charles 
Sturt occurred during Sturt’s “ exploratory voyage down the Murray” , and Allen 
is demonstrably wrong on all counts, – i.e., about the “Springcart Gully”  incident 
and about the “Sturt’s Cannon” details. 
Capt. Sturt was in the Army in 1829/30 and was the appointed Military Secretary 
to Governor Darling. His close association with the Governor led to him being 
put in command of an exploratory expedition that discovered the Murray. It was 
an official NSW Government undertaking, and, as such, highly detailed 
inventories of the personnel, equipment & supplies remain in the NSW archives. 
– And, there was NO springcart in the whaleboat! 
In 1839 Sturt, now retired from the military, moved his family from Mittagong to 
Adelaide. … In 1844, on his way to Central Australia in search of the Inland Sea 
again, Sturt passed this location en-route to the Darling. A springcart was used 
on that expedition to transport scientific instruments & was afterward used to 
convey Sturt back from the desert in 1845/46, he being paralysed from scurvy at 
the time. Following his arrival back at Moorundie on 17th January 1846, 
however, Sturt’s diary records “ I mounted my horse for the first time since I had 
been taken ill in November ”  implying that Sturt travelled all the way back to 
Moorundie in the cart. – It may be argued that the original cart became too 
dilapidated and somehow another was procured to complete the trip. But it 
matters not, because even if a springcart was discarded hereabouts. The location 
was NOT named by Sturt “ in his exploratory voyage down the Murray”  –as Mr 
Allen would have us believe.  
Nevertheless, the fact that Allen mentions the name at-all, indicates that it was a 
popular placename in 1853. The ‘Springcart Gully’  location, however, is not a 
‘gully’  at-all but is a site where the old “ Sydney Road”  veered rather close to the 
edge of the clifftops. – This researcher, therefore, finds more credence in Mr. 
Theodore Schell’s account of the name’s origin. – Viz; 
The Murray Pioneer, December 19, 1924: —Mr. Theodore Schell was inter-
viewed at the age of seventy-six, after a lifetime spent pioneering the grazing 
industry in the Murray & Mallee districts; – recounting a trip he made with his 
parents (circa 1856), the interviewer paraphrases Mr. Schell thus; “ Travelling 
down the river, Spring Cart Gully is remembered, and Mr. Schell thinks it was 
named thus because a horse attached to a springcart bolted over the cliffs and 
fell into the river. Discussing these high cliffs, Mr. Schell remembered that it was 
high time a substantial fence was erected at this spot. Motor cars travelling at 30 
miles an hour, he said, only need to make a very little mistake in direction to 
meet disaster.” —Theodore Schell had clearly been aware of the name, the legend 
and the location of “Springcart Gully,”  since he was a lad of eight: 
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APPENDIX 6#; 
 
STURT’S CANNON—(Page 35 - footnote 46# ) 
 
Pretty much everyone who read this best seller of its era accepted Allen’s 
account of how this cannon came to be where it was. Upon analysis, however, it 
may be noted that Allen cites how the Lady Augusta did not tie-up for this fif-
teen-minute stopover at Williams Station, but instead used paddle-power to stem 
the flow of the current, “ while the captain and a few of the passengers went 
ashore.”  -the implication being that Allen was not among those who went 
ashore. His subsequent allegations of Sturt having brought them [a cannon, cutlass & 

a carbine] with him on his exploratory voyage down The Murray is, in all 
probability, based on the hearsay of others reporting on what Mrs Williams said 
during what, for her, must surely have been a very hectic fifteen-minute interlude 
with a group of erstwhile strangers. And! Although it makes for a good read it is 
just another, of a litany of assertions, which Allen makes throughout the Lady 
Augusta text that simply do not stand-up to scrutiny. Nonetheless, the cannon 
exists and doubtless the name ‘Sturt’  was mentioned, in some context, on that 
September day in 1853. 
 
-An especially obvious contradiction to Allen©s version is the fact that, other 
than those in the Expedition whaleboat, there were NO Europeans in that 
territory when Sturt passed this way in 1830. History numerously and variously 
records how, in 1830, European influence in the colony of NSW extended no 
further west than Wagga Wagga; i.e. 425Km (260-miles) further east than is the 
Williams Station location, as the crow flies”  -Sturt©s own account of his 1830 
Expedition variously records how, even on the Murrumbidgee, his party were-
“ the first white-men in this country ...a source of much curiosity to the natives 
...who were few in number here, and kept their distance.”  -Their arduous return 
trip up the Murray/Murrumbidgee likewise supports this notion; for they rowed 
all the way up the Murrumbidgee to approx 20-odd Km upstream of the latter-
day township of Maude, before fatigue made it impossible for them to continue 
as a group. The two fittest among them then trekked back along the Expedition’s 
dray tracks, for 3-days, until they encountered the relief party camped on the 
plains near latter day Narrandera, it took a further 3-days for help to get-back to 
Sturt’s location. 
 
-Was there a cannon in the whaleboat with Stur t? Well! Notwithstanding that 
the recoil from a cannon of this size, discharged within the confines of a 27-ft 
whaleboat, would arguably have placed the occupants of the whaleboat in a 
somewhat uncomfortable, if not perilous, circumstance: -The 1830 expedition 
wherein Sturt discovered & named the River Murray was a NSW Governmental 
initiative and, as such, inventories of supplies and equipment issued to the 
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expedition remain, to this day, in NSW State archives; -and there is NO cannon 
listed among the expedition’s paraphernalia. -Likewise, all of Sturt’s journals, 
diaries and published account re this expedition have been numerously and 
scrupulously studied and nowhere is there to be found any mention of the word 
‘cannon’  nor even the militaristic alternative ‘ordnance’ , which Sturt has used 
elsewhere in relation to other instances involving cannon and/or cannon-fire:  
–There was, at the time, however, a disposition among journalists and orators 
alike to draw parallels between the exploration of The Murray and that of the 
great North American river systems. So although it’s an entirely speculative 
proposition, it is possible that romantic notions of the much-lauded Lewis & 
Clark Expedition, which, in 1803 through 1806, explored the Missouri River in 
North America, may have tainted Allen’s thinking on this matter. For the flagship 
of Lewis & Clark’s three-vessel expedition was a purpose built ‘Mississippi 
keelboat’  and, for the purpose of the expedition, it did have a one-pounder, 
swivel-mounted cannon fitted to its foredeck. Being 55-ft long, however, and 
sporting 20-oar, the Lewis & Clark keelboat had more in common with a ‘Viking 
longship’  than with Capt. Sturt’s 27-ft., 5-oar, prefab whaleboat. 
 -The case for  the cutlass is quite different; -for when only three days into their 
whaleboat journey, Sturt recorded, “ it was at last discovered that an extensive 
robbery had been committed upon us during the night, and that, in addition to 
the frying-pan, three cutlasses and five tomahawks… had been carried away. I 
was extremely surprised at this instance of daring in the natives”  -So! Courtesy 
of some daring natives, there were three 1830-Expedition cutlass ‘at-large’  on 
the Murrumbidgee plains when Europeans commenced their westward exodus 
across that country; from around 1832 onwards: 
 -As for  the ‘ rusty carbine.’  -traditionally, a ©carbine© was a weapon designed for 
horseback use, it having a shorter barrel than a musket, and it was consequently 
less accurate than a musket, which makes it an odd choice of weapon to have had 
in the whaleboat. -But it was a weapon of choice among drovers; and this one 
could have been left behind, lost, perhaps at a river crossing, abandoned or stolen 
by natives; and it could have happened pretty much anywhere along the entire 
Overland route. At the time Allen saw this ‘worse for wear’  weapon it, as likely 
as not, belonged to the native who was ‘clicking’  it. 

_____________________________ 
 
What do we know about Mrs Henry Williams? In 1830, when Sturt was 
discovering the Murray, the Mrs Henry Williams cited in Allen’s text, who was 
born in 1818 & named ‘Elizabeth Jenkins’ , was one of five Jenkins siblings 
living on their parents’  property at Sutton Forrest in the shadow of the Blue 
Mountains NSW. However, it seems they grew-up pretty quick in those days as, 
on 11 June 1832, Elizabeth Jenkins of Sutton Forrest (age 14yrs) married Mr 
Henry Williams in the ‘All Saints Church’  Camden NSW.  
Of special interest, however, are two of Elizabeth’s brothers, -John (born 1816) & 
Francis [Frank] (born 1820), -for they became legends in their own lifetime on 
account of their remarkable exploits at the very forefront of the squatters 
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westward exodus that moved ever westward across the Murrumbidgee hinterland 
in the wake of Capt Sturt’s 1829/30 discoveries; -their exploits may be reviewed 
on the www by combining Jenkins with other keywords such as ‘Sutton Forrest’  
‘Berrima’  ‘Toyool’  ‘Buckingbong’  ‘Yanko’  ‘Nangus’  ‘Canonba’  ‘Yerre Yerre’  
‘Gillenbah’  ‘Golgol’  ‘Gol Gol’  ‘Mildura’  or ‘Portland’ . 
The fact that the Jenkins ‘clan’  did possess a cannon was quite widely known, 
it’s mentioned in a variety of journals, memoirs and publications; -and may, in 
part, explain why the Jenkins bros were able to set-up and maintain cattle runs in 
areas where other come-lately Europeans were abandoning their selections in the 
face of Aboriginal harassment: - But nowhere, other than in James Allen’s 
account, is there even the vaguest suggestion that the Jenkins’s cannon was 
somehow related to Charles Sturt “ Discoverer of The Murray”  - viz; 
… In the book “Narrandera Shire”  (p.38), author Prof. Bill Gammage quotes a 
line from an old "Narrandera Argus" newspaper, citing an elderly ‘ local’  remi-
niscing about the good old days, wherein a reference is made to the Jenkins 
fighting the Aborigines “ with courage and a cannon”  at Buckingbong. – As the 
Jenkins set-up Buckingbong Station around 1839, logically speaking, a cannon 
would’ve been at its most useful during the first five-or-so years of their tenure; 
i.e. 1839-1844. 
… The O’Shaughnessy diaries: -In, what’s reckoned to be, 1848, a young 13-yo 
Thos O’Shaughnessy accompanied his father in overlanding 800-odd cattle from 
Cowra region NSW to the Barossa district SA. Some time thereafter Thos began 
keeping a diary and prefaced same with a narrative of the overland trip he’d done 
as a boy, which includes the following, “ travelled down the Murray to Jenkins 
Station on a high bank over the river, at this Station they had a small swivel gun 
mounted on a stump, some time previous the blacks were troublesome. I believe 
the owners had to use this gun – from Jenkins we came to the junction of the 
Darling river with the Murray, poor country along here …”  -- In 1857, a lately 
married Thos O’Shaughnessy & wife, returned to the Cowra district via the same 
route he’d travelled as a boy; -the revellent diary-pages, marked 1857, read thus; 
…“ 24 (June) Crossed the carts over the Darling in a boat and swam the horses 
across and went to Williams Station, we fired an old Cannon off after dark.”  … 
“ 25 (June) stayed all day raining.”  … “ 26 (June) Mr McFarland’s 25 miles past 
Jenkins old station.”  … Clearly Thos O’Shaughnessy spent a lot more time in the 
company of those who possessed this cannon than James Allen jnr ever did; yet 
Charles Sturt’s name is nowhere mentioned in the O’Shaughnessy diaries. 
Note: elsewhere, it’s variously noted how the Jenkins operated a comprehen-
sively equipped blacksmith shop at Buckingbong station. Fabricating a mounting 
for their cannon, swivel or carriage, would have been well within their capability. 
… Up until the 1960s “The Bulletin”  magazine had an ‘Aboriginalities’  page 
featuring outback anecdotes as submitted by readers; -one, from the early 1900s, 
was of a station manager at Canonba Station who – “ In 1888 ... on the rare 
occasions that a cloud appeared ... would roll out a cannon that had been on the 
station for many years and was formerly used to frighten natives when they were 
spearing cattle. He would load this up with a charge of powder and nuts, bolts, 
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stones or whatever, and with everyone present, point it up towards the cloud and 
set it off. At the explosion he would stand back and shout “ Send Her Down!”  in 
the attempt to get rain.”  – the manager in question was John Ziegler Huie II, a 
son-in-law of Frank Jenkins. 
 

Shown here, from a collection of antique 
weaponry, is a British made swivel cannon 
/gun circa 17-1800s: -Ships like HMS 
Bounty,  HMS Endeavour and similar, 
commonly had six or more such cannon 
mounted around their gunwale. Used for 
signalling landing parties etc., also by 
flagships to signal other vessels in the fleet 
and/or as a defence against pirates & other 
hostiles. Weighing at around 1-cwt, a couple 
of seamen could ship or unship these cannon 

as and when required.  
_____________________________  
The ‘Stur t’  cannon; -In 1907, an unmounted cannon, purported to be the one 
that James Allen saw in 1853, was gifted to the Royal Geographical Society of 
Australasia, S A Branch: -The RGS promptly ascertained it was not a military 
cannon but was of a type known as a ‘Trade’  or ‘Signalling’  cannon, which in 
the 19th-Century was retailed to the general public and could be had by anyone 
who could afford it;  
As this cannon’s association with Capt 
Sturt was a topic of some controversy, 
the RGS opted to researched the claim 
and, thanks to the diligent efforts of 
Past-President Dr Chris Whitaker, their 
findings are archived in “Proceedings 
of the Royal Geographical Society of 
Australasia, SA Branch Inc.; Volume 
79; 1978.”  -The RGS concluded that 
not only was there no cannon listed among the Expedition’s paraphernalia nor 
were there any cannon balls or grapeshot included, but also, in view of the 
weaponry that was issued, the quantity of gunpowder supplied suggests the use of 
a cannon was never on the agenda. 
The RGS research also unearthed a newspaper report that added a further twist to 
the riddle of the cannon’s origin; viz: –The Advertiser, Adelaide, 21 May 1908. 
Re RGS Annual Meeting; -Quoting from an interview with a Mr Thos Williams 
(circa 1907) -“ it (the cannon) did not come from Fort Bourke but from Gol Gol 
Station where a stockman named Jesse Dear was living and was actually present 
when Captain Sturt gave the gun and sword to Mr Frank Jenkins.”  – 
It’s highly probable, however, that this statement was a rebuttal aimed at a 
parallel account alleging the cannon had been left by Sturt on the bank of the 
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Warrego River, an Upper Darling tributary, in 1828, where it was purportedly 
later found by a station manager, named as Mr Henry Williams, who afterwards 
had it sent by steamer to Wentworth in 1863. – Clearly, however, if there was a 
cannon found on the Warrego River, as claimed, it could not be the same cannon 
that James Allen jnr saw at Williams Station, on The Murray, in 1853. 
-Mr Thos Williams’s 1907 statement; however, raises the question of just when 
did ©stationing© activity commence in the Darling Junction precinct? -And we find 
history numerously records how squatting activity in the region didn’ t commence 
until around 1845/46. And! One of, -if not THE-, first to squat the region was 
none other than, the aforementioned, Mr Frank Jenkins. For around 1846, or 
thereabouts, Frank Jenkins swan 900-odd cattle across The Murray and set up a 
squat on what is nowadays the ‘Mildura’  countryside. In July 1847, however, one 
of the Jamieson bros arrived on-site with 6,000 sheep and a NSW lease to the 
country whereon Frank was squatting; -Frank had little option but to acquiesce 
and remove his cattle back to The Murray’s north bank. i.e. the region dubbed 
Golgol country by explorer-surveyor Thomas Mitchell in 1836, on account of it 
being the aboriginal term used to describe that region as a “ place of meetings” : -
Mitchell used Aboriginal names to mark his maps as he believed it was more 
useful if a settler could ask a local Aboriginal where a place was. – 
At a later date, a 302,000 hectare station named "Gol Gol" was established, one 
of several of what were colloquially known as ‘back block’  stations, it lies some 
90-odd Km back from both the Murray and the Darling, in the Willandra Lakes 
region, wherein Lake Mungo National Park nowadays exists. However, this 
latter-day station is not to be confused with the general term of Golgol that 
Thomas Mitchell applied to the whole of the region bordered to the west by The 
Darling and to the south by The Murray, nor even, with the later-to-be-
established ‘Gol Gol’  township, surveyed in 1865/66, which, though it struggled 
to survive at first, remains to this day on the north bank opposite the modern 
township of Mildura. 
 

_____________________________ 
 

Summary: …James Allen’s aside about -“ The carbine and the cannon (a small boat 
cannon) are kept by Mrs. Williams as a valuable memento of Captain Sturt’s exploratory 
voyage down the Murray, he having brought them with him on that occasion, as also a 
cutlass, mounted in a brass sheath, which are always shown as precious relics.”  – is 
journalistic poppycock. … Mind you! I seriously doubt that it was Allen’s intention 
to mislead, but rather it simply never occurred to him to question the veracity of 
what was told to him. Nonetheless, in view of this and the several other facile 
allegations that Allen makes throughout his text, it can be fairly said, not 
necessarily in a disparaging way, that if ‘Jumping to Conclusions’  were an 
Olympic sport, James Allen jnr would’ve been a Gold Medal Contender.  
  
This matter  is dealt with more fully on the Wor ldwide Web. Use a ‘Google’ , or  
similar , wor ldwide search engine, to look for… “Sturt Cannon”+Jenkins ….
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SOME ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON THE VOYAGE OF THE LADY 
AUGUSTA: 
 
AUSTRALIANA FACSIMILE EDITIONS No. 212 
 
 National Library of Australia cataloguing-in-publication data; 
 
K inloch, Ar thur . 
The Murray River; being a journal of the voyage of the “Lady Augusta”  steamer from the 
Goolwa in South Australia, to Gannewarra, above Swan Hill, Victoria; a distance from the 
sea mouth of 1400 miles. 
 
ISBN 1 876154 08 X 
ISBN 1 876154 09 8 (deluxe limited ed.) 
 
1. Lady Augusta (River steamer). 2. South Australia—Description & travel. 3. Victoria—
Description & travel. 4. Murray River (NSW—S. Aust.)—Description & travel. 5. Murray 
River Region (NSW—S.Aust.)—Description & travel. I. State Library of South Australia 
Friends. II. Title (Series; Australians facsimile editions; no.212) 
 
919.44043 
 
Arthur KINLOCH Esq. travelled on the Lady Augusta in his official capacity as 
Clerk of the Executive Council of S A. His version of this trip, published in 
1853, dwells heavily on the commercial aspects of opening up the Murray as a 
trade route. He also waxes lyrically on the vision of Sir Henry YOUNG & Capt 
Francis CADELL for the roles they played in initiating steam navigation of the 
Murray. In part, it was an attempt to justify a venture that, strange as it may seem 
today, attracted a great deal of public resentment at the time. In 1853, Governor 
Young was a very unpopular man for, clearly, opening-up the Murray as a trade 
route would divert some trade from Port Adelaide to Port Elliot & to Victor 
Harbour. The residents of Adelaide, who collectively saw Port Adelaide as the 
nucleus of their collective fortunes, regarded anything that might detract from the 
importance of Port Adelaide as a betrayal of their interests. 
 
Kinloch©s account is not such a good read as Allen©s. From his numerous 
critiques on ‘public houses’  it seems he was uncommonly familiar with such 
establishments. Now and then he digresses on the wretched state of his own 
health, which was aggravated, apparently, by the somewhat cramped conditions 
on board. He also deemed it sufficiently noteworthy to report when the supply of 
‘Port’  had ran out, and those on board were reduced to drinking champagne. –
Nevertheless, there is some pertinent information to be gleaned from his text, as 
itemised hereunder. 
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Preface to K inloch©s account; 
 
The first Navigators by Steam, of the River Murray; —a list of the Passengers, 
Officers, and Crew, of the “Lady Augusta”  Steamer and the “Eureka”  barge. 
 

Passengers; 
His Excellency Sir H. E .F. Young, Lieutenant Governor of South Australia. 
J. Grainger Esq., M.L.C.  | Reg Bright Esq., (left party at Swan Hill) 
W. Younghusband Esq., M.L.C. & Agent  |  
 for Murray Steamers  | H. Jamieson Esq., of Mildura (joined 
R. Davenport Esq., M.L.C.  |  party on river, at his station) 
A. Kinloch Esq., Clerk Exec\Council  | Mrs. Finniss 
G. Palmer Esq., Indian Civil Service  | Mrs. Younghusband 
G. Mason Esq., Sub-Protector of  | Mrs. Irvine 
 Aborigines  | Miss Sarah Younghusband 
E. W. Andrews Esq., South Australian  | Miss Eliza Younghusband 
 Register  | Miss Louisa Younghusband 
Travers Finniss Esq.,  | Isabella Williamson 
James Allen Esq.,  | 
  
 

Officers &  Crew of the “ Lady Augusta”  &  the “ Eureka”  barge. 
Commander, Francis Cadell. 

 Lady Augusta.  Eureka. 
W. Davidson, Master  | Edmond Robertson, Master 
W. Webb, Chief Officer  | J. H. Copeland, Chief Officer 
R. Napier, Engineer  | John Nelson, Purser 
Thomas Nevin, Seaman  | Jimmy (South Sea Islander) 
Henry Petrie, Ditto  | Tee Harry (South Sea Islander) 
Robert Robson, Stocker  | H. Winsby, Carpenter 
Evan Thomas, Ditto  | Neil McGregor, Carpenter©s Mate 
W. Cruise Teague, Stocker—(this poor | Arman (Madrassee)  
 man drowned, Sept.30th)  | Kuurreem (Bengalee) 
Lewis Chandler, Chief Steward  | James Giles 
John McAuley, Second Steward  | Three Wellington Blacks 
Jemy, Native of China  | Police Trooper, John Phillips (joined 
W. Gylmour, Cook  |  vessel at Chapman©s, Paringa) 
 
 

Total—For ty-five persons. 
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EXTRACTS FROM KINLOCH’S TEXT. 

 
 
Pg-13; The steamer generally came to anchor, in the evening, about nine or ten o©clock; and 
started in the morning, before dawn; Wood had been provided, at certain stations, by 
previous arrangement; at other points, parties from the vessel went ashore to provide fuel, 
the consumption of which averaged about three-fourths of a ton per hour; 
It took 168 hours steaming to reach the Darling, where we arrived at midnight, on the 6th 
of September, under sail and steam; the distance being calculated at about 650 miles from 
the Goolwa; 
 
Pg-14; Mr. Scott, the Government Officer from Moorundee, we found had been in pursuit 
of some of these malefactors, and from this gentleman, whom with his brother we 
encountered at Chapman©s Station (Paringa), 
 
Pg-24; Sept 20; Wooding (generally) took 2 to 3 hours; 
 
Pg-33 & 34; —daily routine; Pour commencer, then, we –that is, the gentlemen of the 
party, who sleep in the main cabin, the sofas of which form two tiers of berths– rise about 
six, sip some coffee and dress in the fore cabin; At a little before nine, is breakfast, a 
déjeuner a la fourchette – (translation; “ a meal of the fork”  or “ eaten with a fork” … i.e., “ a cooked 
breakfast” ); – about twelve, bread and cheese, with a glass of ale or wine; at four, is dinner, 
a substantial and most abundant meal, of which, good curry is a predominant feature; at 
seven, comes tea, which does not appear to be so favourite a beverage as it deserves –
partly, perhaps, for want of milk, which is only occasionally obtained; at nine, the beds are 
made up; and about eleven, most on board appear to sleep. These particulars will also 
answer, in most respects, for the ladies of our party, whose cabin (the aft one) opens into 
the main saloon. 
 
Pg-34; The deck of the Lady Augusta is now the only place for walking on board, but it 
serves well enough for a few at a time; as, however, the vessel must stop almost daily to 
take in wood, there is no want of opportunity for exercise. 
 
Pg-35; Tuesday the 11th of October, having been all rather disturbed during the night by an 
awful crash amongst the gum trees; this, however, appeared more formidable than it really 
was, and committed no other havoc but an addition to the honourable scars which the Lady 
Augusta—now “stove in”  in various places—bears upon her sides; 
 
Pg-35; (Tuesday 11th Oct.) Our wooding place this evening bears quite a resemblance, the 
sandy soil excepted, to an English park; and sweeping round it, above the stream, is a fine 
range of bold cliffs. 
 
Pg-35; Meanwhile the stores are getting less, and yesterday we had nothing but champagne 
at dinner, instead of the accustomed layer of good draught port. 
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INDEX OF NAMES 
 

NOTE; This index includes all names relating to persons, location and notable events that 
feature in the accompanying text either in full, abbreviated or with/without initials. 
Generally in the form, oftentimes inaccurate, that appears in Allen’s original publication:  

 

Acraman, Mr, landholder SA, 68 
Albury, settlement Vic., 24, 51, 55, 

56 
Alexandrina, lake SA, 7 
Alexandrina, Princess Royal, 7 
Andrews, E.W. Esq., 7, 68, 85 
Avon, river Vic., 48 
  
Bagot, Mr., landholder, 30, 41, 43, 

46, 60 
Baker, Mr John, landholder SA, 10, 

67 
Banrock Creek, location SA, 23 
Barinda, lake NSW, 56 
Barton, Mr., of Port Elliott, 5 
Bathurst, settlement NSW, 44 
Benanee, lake NSW, 43 
Beveridge, Mr., landholder, 46, 47, 

52, 53, 60 
Blanchetown clay, geological, 38 
Blanchetown, settlement SA, 15 
Bob & Harry, see Jackson(s), 28, 

46, 62 
Bob, Murray aborigine, 31 
Boga, lake Vic., 63 
bonfires, passenger amusement, 21, 

27, 41, 51 
Boyd, Mr. Benjamin, 55 
Bright, Reginald Esq., 7, 50, 85 
British law, opinion, 32 
Burra, settlement SA, 68 
  
� � � � ����� � � 	�
 � � � 
 �� , 70 
Campaspee, river Vic., 63 
Campbell & Levi, overlanders, 20 
Campbell, Mr., landholder, 20, 51, 

52 

Carter, John, Police Officer 
deceased, 23, 75 

Carwarp, station, 41 
Chambers Creek, location SA, 64 
Chambers, Bros., landholders SA, 

12, 24, 62, 64, 65 
Chapman, Mr., landholder SA, 25, 

29, 32, 36, 65, 76, 86 
Chicka Bend, river-feature SA, 12 
Chowella, see Chowilla, 62, 64 
Chowilla, station SA, 64 
Chucka Bend, location SA, 12 
Cliff Bends, location SA, 26, 64 
Cobdogla, settlement SA, 24 
Coghill, Mr., landholder, 46, 53 
Cole, Mr., Commissioner of Lands 

NSW, 43, 62 
Comet, celestial phenomenon, 42, 

48 
Cook, Mr., landholder SA, 9, 68, 

69 
Copeland, Mr., first-mate ‘Eureka’ , 

44, 85 
Crozier, Mr., landholder Vic., 61 
Crozier’s Rock, 61 
Currency Creek, location SA, 7 
  
Darling, river NSW, 24, 25, 28, 30, 

31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 58, 59, 63, 
69, 73, 86 

Davenport, R. Esq., MLC, 7, 61, 
68, 85 

Davidson, Capt., ship©s master, 9, 
26, 27, 28, 31 

Davies, Mr., Baptist Minister, 49 
Denilinquin, station NSW, 54, 55 
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Devil’s Elbow, location NSW, 40, 
62 

  
Edward, river NSW, 30, 53, 54, 55, 

56 
Eureka, barge, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 19, 

22, 31, 42, 44, 46, 49, 53, 54, 57, 
58, 70, 72, 85 

Euston, settlement NSW., 35, 42, 
43, 46, 58, 62 

Eyre, Mr. Edward John, early 
explorer, 12, 17 

  
Finniss, Mrs B.T., 7, 54, 85 
Finniss, river SA, 7 
Finniss, Travers Esq., 85 
Firebrace, Mr., landholder NSW, 

55 
Fletcher, Dr., magistrate NSW, 31, 

60 
Flower, McLaren, & Co., 55 
Fort Bourke, settlement NSW, 33 
Fossils, geological, 21 
  
Gawler©s flat, location SA, 18 
Gibbs, Mr. Albion, landholder 

NSW, 43, 58, 60 
Glen Devlin, station SA, 24 
Glenforslan, homestead SA, 18 
Goat Island, location SA, 25 
Gold Rush era, 17 
Goolwa, settlement SA, 1, 2, 3, 4, 

5, 6, 7, 8, 15, 23, 24, 31, 51, 53, 
57, 68, 69, 84, 86 

Gothic arch, flora descriptive, 28 
Goulburn, river Vic., 63 
Grainger, James Esq., MLC, 1, 7 
Grant, Mr. John, landholder, 43, 

44, 46, 58, 60 
Grey, Governor of SA 1841-45, 15, 

17, 66 
Grierson, Mr., landholder NSW, 

53, 57 
Gunbower, creek Vic., 51 

  
Hamilton, Mr. James, landholder, 

45, 58, 60 
Hammond, Mr. W A, 54 
Hancock & Jones, landholders 

NSW, 62 
Hancock, hill NSW, 62 
Hancock, Mr., deceased, 62 
Hart, Mr., landholder SA, 22 
Headings Cliff, location SA, 26 
Higgins Cutting, river location 

NSW, 27 
Hindmarsh Island, location SA, 7 
Hogg, Mr., landholder Vic., 51 
  
Irvine, Mrs., 7, 85 
  
Jackson(s), Messrs., landholders, 

28, 62 
Jacob, aboriginal ’king’  NSW, 31 
Jamieson, Messrs., landholders 

Vic., 34, 35, 36, 44, 46, 58, 59, 
60, 63, 85 

Jannaway, lake NSW, 56 
Jawley, Mr., landholder SA, 46 
  
Kanmantoo Mine, location SA, 68 
Karoonda Surface, geological, 26 
Katarapko Creek, location SA, 25 
Keane & Orr, Messrs., landholders, 

41, 42, 46, 58 
Kinloch, Arthur Esq., Clerk of the 

Executive Council, 31, 65, 68, 
84, 85 

Kinlock, see Kinloch Arthur, 1, 7 
Kulcurna Station, location NSW, 

62 
Kulkyne, station, 41 
Kulnine, station Vic., 61 
Kyeta, station NSW, 56 
  
Lachlan, river NSW, 57 
Lady Augusta, steamer, bio., 73 
Lake Albert, location SA, 7 
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Lake Bonney Station, location SA, 
65 

Lake Bonney, location SA, 24, 66, 
75 

Lake Victoria, location NSW, 28, 
29, 61, 62 

Lake Victoria, location SA, 7 
Lake Victoria, station NSW, 62 
Lease, Squatter©s, data, 20 
Lindsay River, location Vic., 62 
Lintott, Mr. Edward, landholder 

NSW, 56, 60 
Liscombe, Mr. W A,, 54, 56, 60 
Loddon, river Vic., 48, 50 
Logan, river NSW, 46, 53, 55 
Long Island, location SA, 10, 68 
Long Reach, location SA, 19 
Loxton, settlement SA, 26 
Luanna, fauna species, 52 
  
Maiden©s Punt, settlement Vic., 55, 

63 
Mannum & Morgan formation, 

geological, 11 
Marabeet, see Loddon, river, 50 
Marrin Creek, tributary, 56 
Mary Ann, Steam-boat, 2, 24, 30, 

43, 45, 46, 48, 49, 50, 58 
Mason. Mr., sub-protector of 

aborigines, 6, 7, 8, 23, 65, 69 
McCallum, Mr., landholder, 45, 

46, 58, 61 
McGrath, Bros., landholders NSW, 

41, 46, 58, 60, 69 
McLeod, Mr., publican NSW, 31, 

33, 58 
McPherson, Mr., landholder, 41, 

60 
Meade, Mr., Court official Vic., 47, 

49 
Meilman, station, 44 
Mildura, station Vic., 30, 35, 44, 

58, 59, 63, 85 
Minindie, settlement NSW, 33 
Mississippi, river USA, 6 

Moorana, see Moorna Station, 30, 
41, 43, 46, 60 

Moorna, station NSW, 30, 61 
Moornpool, lakes Vic., 41 
Moorundee, location SA, 10, 11, 

12, 15, 17, 18, 19, 21, 25, 45, 66, 
67, 74, 75, 86 

Moravian, missionaries, 63 
Morey, Mr. Edmund, landholder 

NSW, 43, 60 
Morgan Limestone, geological, 22 
Morris and Co., landholders NSW, 

56 
Murbko, station SA, 18, 19, 66 
Murrumbidgee, river NSW, 45, 46, 

56 
  
Neds Corner, location Vic., 61 
Nemur, river NSW, 54 
New South Wales Colony, 19, 27, 

34 
Newland, Rev. R.W., of Encounter 

Bay, 5 
Nile, river Egypt, 22 
Noa No Landing, location SA, 2 
North/West Bend, location SA, 20 
Norwest Bend Formation, 

geological, 22 
Nor-West Bend Station SA, 20, 66 
Nyne, station NSW, 54, 55 
  
Overland Corner, location SA, 22, 

72, 75 
  
Palmer, G. Esq., 1, 7, 85 
Papaulin, station, 41 
Parilla Sand, geological, 26, 38 
Paringa, station SA, 65, 86 
Passenger & Crew list, 85 
Pellaring Reach, river section SA, 

10, 67 
Perry, Mr., Commissioner NSW, 60 
Phelps, Mr. Joseph, landholder 

Vic., 45, 46, 57, 60, 63 
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Phillips, Corporal, Governor©s 
aide, 67, 85 

Pike, river SA, 25 
Pollard©s Island, river location 

NSW, 27 
Pomanda Point, location SA, 7 
Poole, settlement SA, 45 
Poonboon, station NSW, 54, 55, 56 
Port Elliot, settlement SA, 2, 5, 84 
Port Phillip Native Police Corps, 

63 
Purnong, location SA, 64 
Purora, station NSW, 53 
Pyangill, station, 46 
Pyap Lagoon, location SA, 24 
Pyke, Mr., landholder, 50 
  
Rainbow Cliffs, river feature NSW, 

28, 40 
Randall, see Randell, Mr William 

Richard, 45, 46, 67 
Randall©s Station, location SA, 67 
Randell, Mr. William Richard, 

skipper ‘Mary Ann’ , 2 
Ray, Mr., landholder SA, 68 
Reedy Creek, location SA, 67, 68 
Renmark, settlement SA, 76 
Robertson, Captain Eureka, 46, 85 
Ross, Mr., landholder, 44, 45, 46, 

58, 60 
Royal Banking Co., landholders, 

49, 53, 54, 55 
Rufus River Massacre, historic 

incident, 29 
Rufus, river NSW, 29, 61, 62 
Rutherford, Mr. James, publican 

Vic., 47, 60 
Rutherford, Mr., landholder Vic., 

61 
  
Scott, Mr., Govt. Officer & 

landholder SA, 12, 17, 20, 25, 
66, 86 

Seaton, Mr. Arthur, 55 

Seven Mile Reach, river section 
SA, 24, 66 

Smith, Campbell, & Co., 55 
Smith, Mr., landholder NSW, 55, 

60 
South Australia, Colony, 17, 27, 

33, 38, 62, 64, 84, 85 
Spring Cart Gully, location SA, 65, 

78 
Springcart Gully, mythology, 78 
Stirling, Mr., landholder SA, 7 
Sturt, Captain Charles, explorer, 

33, 34, 35, 61, 62, 64, 65, 78, 83 
Swan Hill, settlement Vic., 24, 35, 

44, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 
55, 59, 63, 84 

Swan Hill, settlement Vic.., 24 
Swan Reach, location SA, 13 
Swanport, location SA, 10 
Sylvester, Mr., landholder NSW, 

55, 56, 60 
  
Taalim Forest, location SA, 68 
Talbett, Mr. John, publican NSW, 

54, 57 
Tatiara, aboriginal district SA, 69 
Taylor, Mr. David, landholder SA, 

10, 67 
Taylor©s Station, location SA, 67 
Teague, Mr. William, drown 

victim, 57, 85 
Thames, river England, 6 
Thompson, Mr James., landholder 

SA, 10 
Tinbury, aboriginal, 17 
Tolmer, Police Inspector SA, 75 
Tothill, station SA, 67 
Toupnein Creek, anabranch Vic., 

28 
Tree 18#, distance marker SA, 23 
Tyrrell, lake Vic., 48 
  
Ulutny, station Vic., 55 
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Valley of the Murray, landform SA, 

11, 18, 21 
Victoria Colony, 27, 29, 33, 35 
Victoria, Queen, British monarch 

1837-1901, 5, 7 
  
Wackool, see Wakool river, 53, 54, 

55, 56, 57 
Wakool, river NSW, 46, 61 
Walker Flat, location SA, 12 
Wall Flat, location SA, 67 
Wall Station, location SA, 10, 67 
Walsh, Mr., landholder SA, 19, 20, 

66 
Wampoa, See Long Island, 10, 68 
Wark, Mr., landholder SA, 9, 68, 

69 
Warru Station, location SA, 20, 24, 

66 
Water Witch, 74 
Water Witch, SA Government 

cutter, 12, 15 
Wellington, settlement SA, 6, 8, 9, 

11, 17, 18, 21, 23, 30, 33, 68, 69 
Wentworth, Mr., landholder NSW, 

56, 73 
West Wind, steam ship, 2 
Westmeath, station NSW, 49, 53, 

54, 55 
Whirlpool Corner, river location 

SA, 26 
Wickham, William, Police Officer 

deceased, 23, 75 

Wigley, Mr., landholder SA, 23, 
45, 65, 66, 75 

Williams 
Mr. Henry landholder NSW, 60 
Mr., of Encounter Bay, 5 
Mrs., wife of Henry, 34, 35, 83 
Station, location NSW, 34, 58 
Station, location SA, 19 

Williamson, Miss Isabella, 85 
Willunga, settlement SA, 1 
Winsby, Brothers, shipbuilders, 3, 

4, 85 
Wombeloo Island, location NSW, 

29, 61 
Wright Reach, river section SA, 22 
Wright, Mr., landholder SA, 22 
  
Yamborough, station, 28 
Young, Lady Augusta, wife of Sir 

Henry, 4 
Young, Sir Henry Edward Fox, 

Lieutenant-Governor SA, 1, 2, 3, 
6, 8, 48, 49, 59, 68, 84, 85 

Youngera, station, 58 
Younghusband 

Miss Eliza, daughter of William, 
3, 54, 85 

Miss Louisa, daughter of 
William, 85 

Miss Sarah, daughter of William, 
85 

Mrs., wife of William, 54, 85 
William Esq., MLC, 1, 5, 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


